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The Alpine Convention: Water
and Climate Change

Instruments, Working Groups, Results and
Objectives
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 The Alpine Convention is an international treaty signed in
1991

e 8 Countries and the EU are involved
e 8legally binding thematic protocols

 Water management is a crucial and central task but, at the
moment, there is no need for a “Water Protocol” (focus on
water management in different protocols as well in EU
directives and national legislations)
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and climate change e

LOPMENT
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* Climate change is extremely trans-sectoral

 Ministerial Declaration on Climate Change
(2006)

e Action Plan on Climate Change in the Alps
(2009)

e Collection of good practices
e Publications
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Declaration on climate change

The Alpine Conferenca
with refarence to the decision of the Bth Alpine Canferance about natural hazards;

recognises with concem that the global cimate change particularly affects the Alpine Area.
The average temperatura increase since the pre-industrial age is claarly above the global
average in this area. Aresdy today this shows itsalf through the increasa of the threat
through natural hazards or as a vishble effact in the form of the progressive meting of
qglaciers and the reduction of the parmafnass;

notices that, eccomding to the cimate scenarios supplied by the scientific community,
significant climate changes must be taken into account by 2100 in the Alpine Ares;

amphatically requires the worldwide i ion of the ion an cimate
and of tha Kyato protocol as well as the definition of ambitious cbjectives for the reduction of
greenhouse gases for the period after 2012 with & view to the necessary siehilization of

gas in the at a level at which a dangerous
anthropegenic disturbance of the cimate system is prevented and the increasa of the global
surface temperature, acconding 1o the condusions of the presidency &l the meeting of the
European Council of 22/23 March 2005, is imited at meximum 2 G with respect 1o the pre-
industrial level;

with respect to the prograssive cimate change for the future, indicates that it is necessary to
develop appropriate strategies and activiies for the Alpine area for the adapiation 1o the
consequences that will result from the cimate change, that comsider the “Five-year
programme of work on impacts, vulnersbility and adaptation to climate change® under the UM
framework sgreemant about climate changes, as well as the Europesn Cimate Profection
Programme (ECCP), that are also mimed &t specific sectors and include regional
peculiarities, neads and abilities for the adaptation;

deems efforis fior the promotion of intemational research projects s necessary, in arder to
achieva batier undersianding about the affects of cimate change on the Alpine area (among
ather things, on lend usa, land wse changes, on the water balance with the emisaged mara
frequant acourrence of extrame rainfall events and drought periods and the cansequences

AC X _declaration cimate change_en _fin iz

The Convention
nd climate change

X/Bs

« Making the Alps an exemplary territory for prevention and
adaptation to climate change »

PREAMBLE

The Alps are particularly sensitive to climate change. As the OECD mpon
«Climare Change in the Furopean Alps — Adapeing Wincer Tourism and Nararal
Hazards Managemens » confirms, the effects of climate change in the Alps are
three time higher than the world average. Moreover, Ihl a densely populated
(14 millions inhabitants for appmxlma&l} 200 000 km®) and tourist area, thus
requesting special measures.,

In the face of climate change, mountain ranges, with their water reserves and
their capital for biodiversity, have a key mk to play towards other errtories,
Therefore, their protection goes beyond the supra-national dimension.

Alpine regions should take part in the collective effort to reduce the greenhouse
effect by searching for adapted solutions to tackk: the specific issues that affect
them, particularly in terms of transport, energy efficiency, buildings, tourism,
farming and water.

The Action Plan following the Ministers” Declaration of Alpbach rests on the
joint commitments taken by the Alpine countries which fall under the
Framework Convention on climake change and the Kyoto Protocol. This Action
Plan is part of the ongoing discussions to reach a comprehensive and ambitious
post-2012 agreement and takes into account the commitments made in this
regard by the European Union. Its aim is to go beyond the general framework to
offer concrete measures that are specific to the Alps by promoting, both in terms
of mitigation and adap{anun themes and measures that could be the subject of
regional co-operations in the frame of the Alpine Convention, and by taking into
account actions that are already in place on & national, regional and local Ic\-c]

The Action Plan on Climate contributes to both the global effort aiming at
reducing greenhouse effect following international commitments by the
Contracting Parties and to the quality of life of Alpine populations for present
and future generations.

This Plan complements a full and complete implkementation of the Protocols of

the Alpine Convention by the Contracting Parties. The fight against the effects
of climate change goes hand in hand with & real policy on sustainable
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ALPINE CONVENTION

THE ACTION PLAN ON
CLIMATE CHANGE IN
THE ALPS

Main Objectives
adopted by the Xth Alpine Conference,

(Evian, March 200g)

CONVENZIONE DELLE ALPI

info@alpocom.ormg

wwwww.alpconv.org




Climate change
T in the WGs and PFs s
e Platform Natural Hazards (1)

* Platform Water Management (1) (2) (3) (4)
e Platform Mountain Farming
e Platform Ecological Network

e Working group Transport
 Working group Mountain Forests
e Platform Energy

e Task force on Sustainable Tourism
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e Possible cooperation on:

- sharing of experiences and good practices;

- dialogue and exchange of experiences between the two
institutions about the impacts on spatial planning of
natural hazards management;

- dialogue and exchange of experiences between the two
institutions about the adaptation plans in the field of
water management;

- common occasions for creating networks and exchanging
experiences (e.g. 5t Alpine Water Conference)
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Thank you for the attention

Andrea Bianchini

on behalf of the in-turn Italian Presidency of the Alpine Convention

bianchini.minambientest@gmail.com
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