Croatia
TEMPLATE FOR REPORTING PROGRESS ON SETTING TARGETS AND TARGET DATES ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH

According to the Protocol on Water and Health, within 2 years of becoming a Party, each Party shall establish and publish targets referred to in paragraph 2 of article 6, and target dates for achieving them.

Parties and, if relevant, Signatories, to the Protocol on Water and Health are invited to answer the following questions to allow exchange of experience at the first meeting of the Task Force on Indicators and Reporting (Geneva, 13-14 March 2008).

Replies should be sent not later than 25 February 2008 to the UNECE secretariat (protocol.water_health@unece.org).

1. Briefly describe your national process to set targets and target dates in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol on Water and Health. Please include information on the institutions involved, approach adopted, steps identified and agreed timeline, as well as ways and means to involve stakeholders, including the public. Include both information on progress achieved to date as well as future plans.

The Republic of Croatia ratified the Protocol on Water and Health, which was published in the Official Gazette – International Agreements No. 4/06, and by depositing the ratification certificate became a full Party to the Protocol. The competent ministries for the Protocol implementation are the Ministry of Regional Development, Forestry and Water Management and the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. Croatian National Institute of Public Health and Croatian Waters are also included.
The Republic of Croatia is fully aware that water is the fundamental element and condition for sustaining life, and that the provision of water of adequate quality and in sufficient quantities for the fulfilment of basic human needs is a prerequisite for ensuring and improving human health and, in general, the implementation of sustainable development. The Republic of Croatia takes appropriate measures in the prevention, control and elimination of water-related diseases within integrated water management systems, intended to achieve a sustainable use of water resources and water quality in the environment which does not endanger human health, and to protect aquatic ecosystems. Measures are also taken with the aim of improving human health and sanitary measures, and preventing water-related diseases through better management and water protection from pollution, including the improvement and construction of wastewater treatment systems. Efforts are made to achieve availability of drinking water and implementation of sanitary measures that would cover the entire population. In order to maintain a high level of efficiency in terms of protection from water-related diseases, the standards for drinking water quality are occasionally revised, as exemplified by the ongoing procedure of amending the Regulation on the Sanitary Quality of Drinking Water, by taking into account the minimum standards of control of sanitary water quality determined by the WHO Guidelines for drinking-water quality and the EU legislation on drinking water. Drinking water monitoring in Croatia is carried out according to the Regulation on the Sanitary Quality of Drinking Water, and implemented by internal control – carried out by the distributors of drinking water themselves, the county institutes of public health and the institutions authorized by the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. Super-analysis – controlling the accuracy of the results of analyses  is carried out by the Croatian National Institute of Public Health. All of the above is supervised by the Sanitary Inspection of the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare.
Information and result assessments of testing sanitary quality of drinking water are published annually in the Croatian Health Service Yearbook, and as such are available to the general public. Croatia has systematically monitored water-related diseases as a part of infectious disease monitoring for over 70 years, with the aim to reduce disease occurrences and prevent epidemics outbreaks. At the national level, supervision and status assessment pertaining to infectious diseases is carried out by the Epidemiology Unit of the Croatian National Institute of Public Health, in line with the Act on the Protection of the Population from Infectious Diseases and the Regulation on Mandatory Reporting of Infectious Diseases. Additionally, water supply and facilities for water supply are monitored, inventory of water supply facilities kept, and sanitary quality of drinking water (and water for recreation) monitored by means of regular analyses. The legal basis for the Protocol implementation are the Water Act and related by-laws, whereas the adoption by the Croatian Parliament of the strategic basis for the Protocol implementation, the Strategy of Water Management, which is a long-term document defining the vision, mission, tasks and goals of state water management policy, is pending. The Strategy identifies strategic directions and development guidelines for water management by starting out from the present state of the water sector, its development needs, economic potentials, international obligations as well as the need for preservation and improvement of the status of water and aquatic and water-related ecosystems. The objective of the Strategy is to provide sufficient quantities of drinking water of adequate quality for population water supply, as well as the necessary water quantities for different economic uses
2. List the target set in your country in accordance with article 6 of the Protocol, as well as the target dates for achieving them.
Regarding paragraph 1 of the said article, the Republic of Croatia has developed measures in the Strategy aimed at providing everyone with access to water, and at improving and providing sanitary measures.
Regarding paragraph 2, the targets are: 

- To provide drinking water according to the guidelines of the WHO and prevent water-related diseases or epidemics;
- The size of an area, the number or percentage of population to be supplied with drinking water from joint water supply systems or where water supply should be improved by other means should reach 85-90% by the year 2020 with drinking water quality standards;
- The size of an area, the number or percentage of population to be covered by joint sanitary systems or where sanitary measures should be improved by other means should reach approximately 90%;
- Water supply and wastewater management, protection of drinking water sources, protection of bathing water, and ensuring water of suitable quality to support fish life and cultivation of shellfish should be carried out in accordance with national regulations and through the implementation of the relevant EU directives.
- Establishment of a new drinking water quality monitoring and reporting system,
a) a database on the sources of drinking water;

b) all water supply facilities according to the EU Directive;

c) sanitary quality of drinking water per facilities;

d) reporting to the public
3. If the process of target setting is still ongoing, briefly list the relevant national and international obligations, existing reporting mechanisms and other standards which you propose to use for the purpose of target setting.

The relevant national and international obligations are the following: proceeding with the accession process to the EU, active international cooperation in organizations such as the ICPDR, the Sava Commission, the Danube Commission, OESS, the WHO, obligations under the ratified Protocols and Conventions, and obligations under bilateral agreements signed with the neighbouring countries.
In terms of the reporting mechanism, we send reports to the above-mentioned institutions. When setting target indicators the guidelines of the WHO, EU directives and other relevant regulations are used.
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