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1. Background

Water in CA:

• Scarce resource

• Inappropriate 
management

• Disparate 
interests

=> potential for 
conflict
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1. Background

The Berlin process 
wants to make water
a nexus for
cooperation in CA

2 conferences:

1. „Water Unites“ in 
Berlin 1 April, 2008

German Federal Foreign 
Minister Steinmeier
launches the “Berlin 
Process”
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1. Background

2. Follow-up conference in Almaty, 17-18 
November, 2008

Germany offers to facilitate cooperation with and 
within Central Asia in the water sector

Strengthen high level political dialogue and speed 
up implementation of project proposals

Strengthening donor coordination

No isolated approach but practical contribution to the 
EU’s Central Asia Strategy
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1. Background

We want:

Develop joint strategies (strengthening 
transboundary water management is part of 
proactive peace making policy)

Communicate and use best practice

Build stability and security through confidence

Ensure that water resources are properly and 
sensibly managed
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1. Background

We want:

Ensure access to safe drinking water as part of the 
UN Millennium’s Development Goals

Water to become a contributor and not 
impediment to economic growth

Openness to all stakeholders
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1. Background

4 pillars

1. Promoting transboundary water management

2. Expanding scientific knowledge for 
transboundary water management

3. Networking water experts in Germany, the EU 
and CA 

4. Establishing a course in water management at 
the German-Kazakh University
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2. Project „Transboundary Water Management 
in Central Asia“ (pillar 1)

Implemented by GTZ in 
cooperation with 
UNECE

Project based on the 
feedback from an expert 
mission in Central Asia 
and regional workshops 
(with representatives 
from Central Asian 
countries)
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3. Research project „Water in Central Asia“
(pillar 2  & 3)

Implemented by the German Research Center 
for Geosciences in Potsdam and the German 
Aerospace Centre 

Collect comprehensive data in the water sector

Develop models to forecast water availability

Provide adequate training
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4. German-Kazakh University (pillar 4)

Set up a new degree 
course “water” (water 
resource management 
and engineering aspects)

Kazakh-German 
University is open to 
students from all 
Central Asian countries 



Thank you for your attention!


