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Three aspects on waste water treatment

• The sanitary aspect

• Protection of surface water and ground water

• Recirculation of plant nutrients
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Avoid anonymous systems
•

 

Easier to take responsability if 
one understands the situation

•

 

Should lead to better quality, in 
the long term at least

Formulate funcional demands or 
levels of ambition

•

 

Avoid focusing on technique

Start from the agricultures point of 
view

•

 

Wich kind of waste water fractions 
are wanted in the agriculture?

•

 

Local possibilities?
•

 

Dialogue

How to be successful in the planning for sustainable 
systems for water and waste water

Leadership
•

 

Visions and goals
•

 

Genuine leadership

Form a cross seccional project 
group to lead the process

•

 

Invite the diferent stakeholders 
(agriculture, planners, 
environmental and health officer, 
technicians etc)

•

 

Anchor the process and the work 
continously by the political leaders

Have the courage to try new 
solutions

•

 

Create good exemples
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Dialogue with people

• Invite the housholds to an 
information about the municipal 
policy. Create confidence in the 
municipal planning.  

• Explain the possibilities and 
answer questions. 

• Demonstrate a good 
example.

• Explain examples of solutions 
that correspond to the funcional 
demands.
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Suitable infrastructure for recycling of plant 
nutrients
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Man made wetlands create many values

- Cleaning of water
- Makes the treatment
visible

- Pedagogical values
- Recreation values
- Beauty 

- Biological values
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This is a black water system with vacuum toilets. 
Maximum possibility for recycling plant nutrients and 
saving water. 
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Farm with rotting chamber adapted to the nutrient need 
for the farm. Processes organic waste from restaurants, 
kitchens etc. Could also process black water. 

- No artificial fertilizer 
- Renewable energy (methane)

Methane storage

Methane driven 
tractor

Rotting chamber
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New infrastructure project for recycling of plant 
nutrients is being started in Hölö, Södertälje, 2010 

Illustration, JTI
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Lessons learned and policy recommendation

• Involve the agriculture in the discussion

• Take the quality aspect seriously

• Source separating systems to minimize pollution of waste water 
fractions as well as the need of water for flushing

• Create and show examples of sustainable waste water systems

• Cultivate the dialogue between different stake holders.

• Stimulation through economical instruments could be a nice way of 
creating a change.
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