
 
 

   
 

 

 
 

NATIONAL POLICY DIALOGUE ON INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCES 

MANAGEMENT UNDER THE EUROPEAN UNION WATER INITIATIVE COMPONENT 

FOR COUNTRIES OF EASTERN EUROPE, CAUCASUS AND CENTRAL ASIA 

Report of the Second Steering Committee meeting of National Policy Dialogue on integrated 

water resources management in Azerbaijan 

 

08 June 2012  

 

The meeting was organized by the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources and the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and Development (OECD), in cooperation with the Organization for Security 

and Cooperation in Europe.  

 

The meeting was opened by Mr Firdovsi Aliyev, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Ecology and 

Natural resources, Mr Nicola Di-Pietrantonio, European Commission, Mr Bo Libert, UNECE 

and Ms Tatiana Efimova, OECD.  

 

In the first session Mr. Arif Akhundov, representative of the newly established State Water 

Resources Agency under the Ministry of Emergency Situations of Azerbaijan, gave an 

overview of the status and management of water resources in the country. He stressed in 

particular the scarcity of water resources, the necessity to develop transboundary cooperation 

and the concern with regard to pollution and frequent floods as well as the need to improve 

the structure for water management.  

 

The national consultant, Mr. Rafig Verdiyev, gave an overview of the draft National Water 

Strategy. The Water Strategy outlines priority directions and actions for the short and longer 

term — up to 18 years. The overall objective is to introduce the principles of integrated water 

resources management (IWRM), as reflected in the European Union (EU) Water Framework 

Directive and the UNECE Water Convention. Key directions of the strategy include 

strengthening the protection of water resources and ecosystems, meeting the needs of 

different water users, promoting water saving and improving transboundary water 

cooperation. 

  

Experts from the Finnish Environmental Institute assessed the draft strategy as well 

formulated with a good analysis of the background situation and clear, while perhaps 

ambitious objectives for the future. It was suggested that the Strategy would be developed to 

more take into account scarcity of water and low-flow situations. The importance of being 

pragmatic, and to use on-going and planned international projects well in the development 

and implementation of the Strategy, was stressed as was the need to step by step introduce 

important issues such as water-use and discharge permits, payments/tariffs and definition of 

water rights in the national legislation.  

 

The second session was devoted to transboundary cooperation under the National Policy 

Dialogue umbrella. A presentation on the 20th anniversary of the UNECE Water Convention 
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by Mr. Bo Libert, Regional Adviser from UNECE, demonstrated the benefits of being a Party 

to the Convention as well as its main achievements and plans for the future.  

 

Ms. Tatiana Efimova from the OECD presented the results of the recently finalised project on 

the use of economic instruments in Southern Caucasus and the Kura basin. She also gave an 

overview of existing economic instruments and their application in Azerbaijan.  

 

The plans and experiences of international projects supporting the implementation of IWRM 

in Azerbaijan were discussed in the following session. The following projects were presented 

were presented and opportunities for cooperation between projects discussed: “Trans-

Boundary River Management Phase III for the Kura River – Armenia, Georgia and 

Azerbaijan”, UNDP/GEF project - “Reducing transboundary degradation in the Kura-Aras 

river basin” and the EC International Waters project – “Environmental Protection of 

International River Basins”.  

 

In the final session of the Steering Committee meeting the following conclusions were made 

with regard to the finalisation of the National Water Strategy: 

1. The Working Group and Consultant will update the draft Water Strategy taking into 

account the comments made during the Stakeholder and Steering Committee meeting. 

2. The new draft will be broadly distributed – including to meeting participants – for 

comments. One month will be given for experts to comment. 

3. Comments will be consolidated by the Working Group and Consultant and sent to the 

Finnish experts for commenting. 

4. On the basis on this material including the comments from Finland a consolidated 

new draft will be produced by the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources.   

5. The draft Water Strategy will be submitted for official approval by relevant 

authorities and stakeholders. 

6. The latest available draft of the Water Strategy as well as further actions for its 

implementation will be discussed at the next Steering Committee meeting. 

7. After that the Water Strategy will be finalised by the Ministry of Ecology and Natural 

Resources and submitted to the Cabinet of Ministers.  

 

It was further concluded that OECD activities in Azerbaijan will be focused on exploring 

potential transboundary benefits from improved water management, and organisation of a 

regional conference on water security and economic aspects of IWRM in Azerbaijan in the 

beginning of 2013. 
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NATIONAL POLICY DIALOGUE ON INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCES 

MANAGEMENT UNDER THE EUROPEAN UNION WATER INITIATIVE 

COMPONENT FOR COUNTRIES OF EASTERN EUROPE, CAUCASUS AND CENTRAL 

ASIA 

 

The Workshop of National Policy Dialogue on integrated water resources management in 

Azerbaijan 

 

07 June 2012  

Location: Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, 100-А B. Agaev Street. 

Time: 15:00 – 18:00 

Languages: Azerbaijani and English (with simultaneous translation) 

Organizers: Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, OSCE, UNECE 

 

AGENDA  

 

15:00 – 15:10  Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda 

 

The meeting will be chaired by Mr. Mutallim Abdulhassanov, 

Environmental Policy Department, Ministry of Ecology and Natural 

Resources, Chairman of the NPD Steering Committee  

 

15:10 – 15:25  Welcoming speeches 

 
Opening statements: 

 

 Mr. Bo Libert, Regional Adviser for Environment, UNECE 

 Ms. Tatiana Efimova, Project Coordinator, Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development 

 

15:25 – 15:45  • Mr. Rafig Verdiyev - “National Water Strategy of Azerbaijan” 

 

15:45 – 16:15 Reflections on the presentation from the international experts 

 

16:15 – 16:30 Questions and answers. Discussion 

 

16:30 – 16:45   Coffee-break 

 

16:45 – 17:30   Presentations of international experts 

 Mr. Kari Kinnunen, Finnish Environmental Institute (SYKE) – 

“Finnish Transboundary Water Co-operation” 

 Mr. Markku Maunula, Finnish Environmental Institute (SYKE) – 

“Implementation of Water Framework Directive and Flood Directive in 

Finland” 

17:30 – 17:55   Questions and answers. Discussion 

 

17:55 – 18:00   Closing statements by Mr. Mutallim Abdulhassanov  
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MINISTRY OF ECOLOGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

AZERBAIJAN 

 

EUROPEAN UNION WATER INITIATIVE NATIONAL POLICY DIALOGUE 

COMPONENT FOR EASTERN EUROPE, CAUCASUS AND CENTRAL ASIA 

 

Second meeting of the Steering Committee of the National Policy Dialogue on Integrated Water 

Resources Management in Azerbaijan 

 

08 June 2012, Baku, Azerbaijan 

 

The meeting will take place at the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Azerbaijan 

Address: 100-А B. Agaev Street, Baku 

 

Languages: Azeri and English, simultaneous interpretation provided 

 

AGENDA 
 

 

09.30-10.00 Registration and coffee 

10.00-10.40 Opening. Adoption of the agenda. Chair – Mr. Firdovsi Aliyev, Deputy Minister of 

Ecology and Natural Resources 

 

Welcoming remarks  

 Mr. Nicola Di-Pietrantonio, EU 

 Mr. Emmanuel Huntzinger, Head of Economic and Environmental Unit, OSCE 

 Mr. Bo Libert, Regional Adviser for Environment, UNECE 

 Ms. Tatiana Efimova, Project Coordinator, OECD 

 

Purpose of the meeting and adoption of the agenda  

 Mr. Mutallim Abdulhassanov, Head of Subdivision in Environmental Protection 

Policy Unit of the Ministry of  Ecology and Natural Resources – “Status of NPD 

activities in Azerbaijan” 

10.40-12.30 SESSION I. DRAFT GOVERNMENT STRATEGY FOR MANAGEMENT OF 

WATER RESOURCES IN AZERBAIJAN 

 

Presentations: 

 Mr. Arif Akhundov, Head of Division of the State Water Resources Agency – 

“Water Resources of Azerbaijan and their Management” 

 Mr. Rafig Verdiyev, NPD National Coordinator – “National Water Strategy of 

Azerbaijan” 

 Mr. Kari Kinnunen, Finnish Environmental Institute (SYKE) – “Comments on 

the Azerbaijan Republic National Water Strategy” 

 Mr. Antti Belinskij, Finnish Environmental Institute (SYKE) – “Comments 

concerning the legal perspectives” 

 

Discussion 

 

Decisions by the Steering Committee 

12.30-13.30 Lunch 
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13.30 – 14.30 SESSION II. TRANSBOUNDARY WATER COOPERATION AND OTHER 

COMPONENTS OF THE NATIONAL POLICY DIALOGUE 

Presentations: 

 Mr. Bo Libert – “20 Years Anniversary of the Water Convention. Development of 

an agreement on the management of transboundary watercourses shared by 

Georgia and Azerbaijan” 

 Ms. Tatiana Efimova – “Opportunities for Strengthening the economic and 

financial dimension of IWRM in Azerbaijan” 

 

Discussions 

 

Decisions by the Steering Committee 

14.30 - 15.30 SESSION III. OTHER ACTIVITIES UNDER THE NPD WORKPLAN. 

EXPERIENCE OF INTERNATIONAL AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS IN 

IWRM IMPLEMENTATION IN AZERBAIJAN AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

COOPERATION IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE NATIONAL POLICY 

DIALOGUE.  

 

Presentations: 

 Mr. Anatoly Pichugin, Project Team Leader, EU, and Mr. Rafig Verdiyev, Water 

Management Specialist, Azerbaijan - “Trans-Boundary River Management Phase 

III for the Kura River – Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan” 

 Ms. Mary Matthews, UNDP/GEF project - “Reducing transboundary degradation 

in the Kura-Aras river basin” 

 Mr. Zurab Jincharadze, EC International Waters project – “Environmental 

Protection of International River Basins” 

 

Discussion 

 

Decisions by the Steering Committee 

15.30 – 16.00 Coffee break  

16.00-17.00 SESSION IV. CONCLUSIONS AND ADOPTION OF DECISIONS OF THE 

STEERING COMMITTEE 

 

Chair – Mr. Firdovsi Aliyev 

 

Presentations: 

 Mr. Bo Libert, Regional Adviser for Environment, UNECE – “UNECE-led EUWI 

NPD activities in Azerbaijan: current status and future areas of work” 

 Ms. Tatiana Efimova, Project Coordinator, OECD - “OECD-led EUWI NPD 

activities in Azerbaijan: current status and future areas of work” 

 

The Chair will recall the decisions taken under the previous agenda items. 

19.00 Dinner 
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List of participants 

İştirakçıların siyahısı 

 

The Workshop of National Policy Dialogue on Integrated Water Resources Management in Azerbaijan 

Azərbaycanda su ehtiyatlarının birgə idarə edilməsi üzrə milli siyasət dialoquna həsr olunmuş praktiki seminar 

7 June 2012 

 

Second meeting of the Steering Committee of the National Policy Dialogue on Integrated Water Resources Management in Azerbaijan 

Azərbaycanda su ehtiyatlarının birgə idarə edilməsi üzrə milli siyasət dialoqu üzrə Rəhbər Komitənin ikinci görüşü 

8 June 2012 

No Name 

Ad 

Position 

Vəzifə 

Organization 

Təşkilat 

Contact details 

Əlaqə 

1.  Firdovsi Aliyev Deputy Minister  Ministry of Ecology and Natural 

Resources  

Tel.: +994 12 5103029 

aliyev.eco@gmail.com  

2.  Rasim Sattarzada Head of Environmental 

Policy Division  

Ministry of Ecology and Natural 

Resources 

Tel.: +994 12 5983907 

rsattarzade@azdata.net  

3.  Mutallim Abdulhasanov Head of Unit Ministry of Ecology and Natural 

Resources  

mutallim@baku.az  

Mobile: +994 50 3154153 

4.  Matanat Avazova Deputy Head of Unit Ministry of Ecology and Natural 

Resources  

mavazova@mail.ru  

5.  Asif Verdiyev  Chief Hydrologist Ministry of Ecology and Natural 

Resources  

+994 12 5660279 

+994 50 3941223 

asifverdiyev@mail.ru   

6.  Rustam Rajabov Hydrologist  International Hydrological Program 

Association, NGO 

+994 50 505737991 

 

7.  Oksana Jabina Ecologist  NGO, Eco-monitoring +994 55 3631630 

8.  Vafadar Ismayilov GIS specialist  NGO, Ecores +994 55 7335511 

9.  Elnar Sultanov Head of Unit Ministry of Emergency Situation  +994 50 6140175 

10.  Shamil Huseynov Senior Adviser  Parliament of Azerbaijan Mobile: +994 50 3742142 

 

11.  Rafig Verdiyev Projec Cordinator   rafig2000@mail.ru  
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12.  Farda Imanov Chairman  International Hydrological Program 

Association, NGO  

Mobile: +994 50 3462686 

farda@azdata.net  

13.  Teymur Osmanov Deputy Head of Unit  Azerbaijan Amelioration and Water 

Farm - OJSC 

Tel.: +994 12 4985924 

 

14.  Elman Rufullayev Head of Unit AZ MST Open Stock Company Mobile: +994 50 7851088 

15.  Bariz Mehdiyev Program Manager  REC Caucasus Azerbaijan  barizali@gmail.com  

16.  Federico Berna Head of Operations Section Delegation of the EU to the 

Republic of Azerbaijan 

Federico.BERNA@eeas.europa.

eu 

Tel.: +994 12 4972063  

Fax.: +994 12 4972069 

17.  Nicola Di Pietrantonio Programme Manager European Commission nicola.di-

pietrantonio@ec.europa.eu  

Tel.: +32 2 2984952  

Fax.: +32 2 2979892 

18.  Mary Matthews Project Coordinator UNDP/GEF "Reducing 

Transboundary Degradation in the 

Kura-Aras Rive Basin" 

mary.matthews@kura-aras.org  

19.  Bo Libert   UNECE Bo.Libert@unece.org 

20.  Elina Mirzoeva Coordinator UNECE Elina.Mirzoeva@unece.org 

21.  Antti Belinskij Senior Legal Adviser  Ministry of Agriculture and 

Forestry, Finland  

Antti.belinski@mmm.fi  

22.  Markku Maunula  Manager of Water Resources 

Unit  

Finnish Environmental Unit   

23.  Karri Kinnunen  Finnish Environmental Unit  

24.  Emmanuel Huntzinger Head of Economic and 

Environmental Unit  

OSCE Office in Baku Emmanuel.Huntzinger@osce.or

g  

Tel.: +99412 4972373 

Fax.: +99412 4972377 

25.  Khoshbakht Ismailova  Senior Programme Assistant  OSCE Office in Baku Khoshbakht.Ismailova@osce.or

g  

Tel.: +99412 4972373 
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Fax.: +99412 4972377 

26.  Tatyana Efimova Project Manager  OECD tatyana.efimova@oecd.org  

 

27.  Zurab Jincharadze Deputy Team Leader 

 

EC regional project “Environmental 

Protection of International River 

Basins”   

zurab.jincharadze@gmail.com 

28.  Pasha Karimov Chief Hydrologist  National Geological Research 

Service  

+994 50 3542128 

29.  Leyla Tagizade Head of Unit  Ministry of Health  leylatagizade@yahoo.com  

+994 12 427902 

+94 50 3521883 

30.  Sahib Hasanzade Head of Unit  Ministry of Emergency Situations sahib540@mail.ru  

31.  Babayev Shahid  Head of Unit  Ministry of Emergency Situations  babayev.55@mail.ru  

32.  Tim Hannan  IWRM Expert UNDP/GEF Kura Aras Project  Tim.hannan@kura-aras.org  

33.  Ahmed Abou Elseoud  Bio Monitoring Senior Expert  UNDP/GEF Kura Aras Project ahmed_hm@yahoo.com  
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