CASE STUDY ON PUBLIC
PARTICIAPATION IN
ENVIRONMENTAL
DECISION- MAKING

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON THE DRAFT BILL
ON BIODIVERSITY IN GREECE



METHODOLOGY
THE GREEK OPEN GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE

m OpenGov.gr was initiated by the Prime Minister’ s Office
In October 2009

m |t serves the principles of transparency, deliberation,
collaboration and accountability

m |t includes three initiatives:

Open calls for recruitment of public administration officials
Electronic deliberation
Labs OpenGov



" A
Electronic deliberation

m Every piece of draft legislation or policy initiative
by the government are posted in a blog prior to
their submission to parliament.

m Citizens, organizations can post their comments,
suggestions and criticisms article by article.

m A consultation report based on all comments is
prerequisite for the submission of the draft bill to

parliament



" A
Statistical Information

October 2009-October 2012
Total Number (15 Ministries) :

239 Legal Acts and 76.601 Comments

Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change:
54 Legal Acts & 11.257 Comments
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" I
Legal framework for the
Protection of the Environment

Law No. 1650/1986 on the protection for the
environment.

This Law provided the basis for the protection of
the natural environment. Its provisions aimed at
the institution of fundamental rules and the
establishment of criteria and methods for the
protection of the environment.




. Necessﬁy for the draft bill on

biodiversity

m A rich biodiversity characterizes Greek
land due to topography and climatic
conditions

But

m Lack of effective protective measures

m Lack of scientific knowledge

m Environmentally damaging development



Key objectives of the Law (1)

m Recognition of biodiversity as valuable,
Irreplaceable, national capital of great
Importance

BY
m Sustainable management
m Effective conservation of biodiversity



"
KEY OBJECTIVES (2)

Effective application of international and EU legislation
Incorporation of biodiversity issues in planning other
policies

Adequate knowledge of status of species and
ecosystems

Better organization of the national system of Special
Protected Areas (SPA)

Conservation of habitats, flora and fauna rare or
threatened



KEY OBJECTIVES (3)

m Effective monitoring mechanisms to ensure the
Implementation of the legal framework

®m awareness in society about the importance of
biodiversity conservation



" A
How Is the public notified

m Press releases of the Ministry for the Environment,
Energy and Climate Change

m Articles in newspapers and special magazines, eco-
news on television programs

m Official ministerial documents (for co competent
authorities)



Information provided - Accessibility

m The draft bill m Citizens, NGOs,

m All comments are research institutes,
accessible to professional
everyone associations,

enterprises,

scientists, practically
anyone can submit a
comment



" A
“Taking due account”

m 305 comments were submitted article by
article

m All of them were evaluated by the group of
legal and environmental officers that
prepared the draft bill

m A consultation report was written including
all comments, grouped by article



Incorporation into the draft bill (1)

m Art 2: definitions are improved

m Art 3 -8: areas of eco development are
Included In national parks

m Art 9: regarding natural areas protection
and management: the non creation of
Tourist Development Areas Is removed



" S
Incorporation into the draft bill (2)

m Art 10: significant flora and fauna species, the
establishment of seed banking is considered

m Art 11 protection of endemic biodiversity: GMQO’ S for
nutrition and agricultural purpose

m Art 14: new article the environmental biosafety, added
after public consultation

m Art 20: socio — economic conditions will be taken into
account for the reduction of biodiversity degradation



Sample of Comments

Aopzin Emiliyosla Mool Apomneva Epyalaio  Bodlua
g Rarear Convention « Con... g Ramuar Ceevention « Con_. (T Web Mail 3" Ricrs 30 « United Nations € 3 & Paicandsl, 13 - Flamen_ T R Pricesnchi, 33 - Famen. £ Albaes £o @ doc.. @ hoy !

Exihia r

13 louliou 2010, 30:13 | Sopiag Maxei; EBwi Apupod Ay Wergiog, Tivde
R R i T TS o e secwdrapmund: ) 0 (%] 0

OpBdrepn anddoon ota sAAmvd g ICH sl “SusBvi Eveoon yea T Marignan e Sdang’ ko du “yia ™ Mpoctasia®

Fivo Tévo- ot eidod: AmareAsi Bpdypan avinatipove BpoBArgaTicpod 0 UETGPRGN Tow dpou invasive ara emcd, mévie 0 MEN ‘poBlatds’ e addipn. Bo spénen va Bpeel mo kaTaMAnka MEn, evlitxoptviod
“pioBANhov, *ahhixon, ‘Eraedn’, pn outepuis K.hn.

17 louliou 3010, 22:37 | ApBmwridng Xpriaros Inaging Tirdsops,

To Bhimw Genwa/Apmnka: . K 0 K 0
Aplpo 2 - Opicpei
s Biohoyiw newiddtnte § Bosowddtmia: n ouvahid Buayind Snhadd g g koo won 1w uddtry ustnpdrey e (B, Aigve, notapsi, sh.), ey Badaoody ki Tuy
kMBS s T ETABITIALY FLSTTTL Tk uipacy kel emmum:n aMpups £, MgveSakasoss, AR, ), O 4poc evopéprTal ar 4he 1o eelmesa e Baoyue whimens,
NapaBamard, Tpla enimeda Baohoywic opydveant ettt EnBiie iy BOICAG O opyaapol mou Sialsodv o* AUt 1o cuaTigaTa eaEhody Beichidn pdho oTic
Beoryrasmrgnris dizpyooieg o oncieg, s ctipd tous, BonBoty ot dearipnon alhd ko g
o Fedinonen: o yewhoyeis dopls sou illowry NUETIRG YEYEiTa TG IFTORIGS TG Y16, Liva SGVTING! pdpTupes T parpds sEEMER T i Stboou elyrpovis guaids, yiwhayikis dispyeaiss nou 4
owvpdZouv va slxhiooovTen ot Emepdvaia Tou Thavin.
& Zanm Ereti Mpoaracias: Megiand mpoaracias s Bion v Odnyia 2009147768, n omoia nepiapBévenan ato Sxtua Hatura 2000 cdpguva pe Ty odayio 52/43/E08.
& Eallucf| 2dwm Anarfipnong; Negeoxr mwmﬁq Enpacias opapim pe kovomatia, Suwntied /o cupBard npdkn, i Sicnaripe o r yha Ty Sicrery Ao Tou
o Baibyds, pe Bion 1 Ty DUV U0V PUOTKLIY CIKDTOmLY A/Ka1 tuv el tnpd iy tou, odupova pe Ty odyia ‘.Vl(-l!a’loﬂ
™ IRgvemeanIRn KaTdaTaon Siamenans mic eidou: H kardotamn w elfews. yia 1o omoio (o) va Sudepiva g SwvouiArg Ty RANBUGY ToU £lvm OF AT OPeRd T SuvEXIon TRE Umapdne Toy, 08
yakpompicapn Béan, g fuTied quoTaTie Tw TimGY o ous amolug B &lipos, kamavops, Tou Scv mapoumales pelon, eire umAmE Kiviirvos va peilcd oTo ducan pEkAay, Kay

) umdipet win B Guvixicer mBeving va umdpe dva caliaitnga exapois Extaong date o AAnBugo tou va Siatrgbody pakponpéBcoy.

o Rawkivog katdhoyos: Katdhoyos, wou nopéxt kRANpogapisg yio v takvapla, tv katdotacn Suipnons kai v satevop b xhupibas, savidas, ko Ehhar arotiuy tng Borawddintas, ta oncle xatardoooviar or
KOTAYOpIEG FRICWUVGTITS, COPPIV E GTAMG Tow don B4051 1 Aisivig Evian yia T Npod ™, o Union for Ci of Matiars (UCH]), dmas, wa c
(regional assessments).

= $rvand ff cioBadov tibog: Eifog putod, (oou A dAou SUkoU, Bou ciedyTral, peotoud f arodou, pt T Bodftin v avpwmoyty dpacnpiotitie, ot nEpiomis DTG ToU MITOPIKA YWIoToD wipoug cAmMOoNG tou KOt To
omoie, EMEXTIIVOUEVD i TG Sioamopds. pykafiord sAnBucpols, NOWpIS amd TO ORI TE WRDTNG EOEYLWIYTS TOU 08 GUOIKE M NPL-PUOLGE DIKSCUTTREKITE, Ennedalevrag  dop Kal AuTeuoyia Touc.

© OiMATEROL O JKESTERES SHmRpITES povisdis oo Lo ) oy SEASCAPES]. KAwoIcH amd Toug R OV " gt
geonkoBéan acologhcal niche).

= UKOTOUAONES: O TEUPIOlES Ot QUOIKES mepuouds, & OmDiGs, AVHIBERS e Tow palikd wum Bev umepBaives TV PEEHUO GTWITITE TG e SMOU DWaTTIO0ETAL, MpBei Triv MpoTania Tou uowod aAAA K Teu
L T SEIPORIE WY TORIRGY

L mrpann: i xapoaia, vAaTYM /a1 BIMACTT N KaL JEKTO0 LN RIS, STV Mpoavasks kEi T SETEnan T
BramousiASTTITOf K01 T QUAIGEY KM UG ToMTTIKGY mopa, f oBola umdxnta ar pullyian pe vopsd péoa i AAous Tpémous, GaTE va EmuyxdvovTal Bliked oTduoe mpoaTasiog.

& Mepicoot KonvaTi, Fnpaoia: mepicn n Omoia cuviaogdntl crgrmikd o1 SaThignan f TN aMaKaTAGTacn Evic TIMoU MEATATON Tou 16 Evie, eilious, Tou 10 1e odyiag 92 /43 /EOK, ot
imavomouT KaTdotace Sethpnons, n omola pmope £l BAdoy va ouviicpdp: onpavid ot ouva tou Awriou =Natura 2000° f/kan va euviiogiper onpevi ot atienan g Bonomdtnes or cuyrixpsg neprl =




Challenges & Weaknesses

Challenges Weaknesses
Balancing Conflicting Large Amount of
Interest Irrelevant Information

Accessibly to public
consultation process
only for internet users
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Thank you very much for your attention!
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