UNECE High-level meeting of Environment and Education Ministries

Vilnius, 17-18 March 2005
Intervention by Italy

Day 1

Does your country have or plan a national strategy for Sustainable development and is education part of that strategy?

In accordance with the international commitments the Italian Interministerial Committee for Economic Planning, approved in August 2002, an action strategy for sustainable development, after a consultation process that involved a wide range of stakeholders. 

The Environmental Action Strategy for Sustainable Development in Italy identifies the priorities enclosed in the European Union VI Environmental Action Plan: Climate, Nature and Biodiversity, Environmental Quality and Quality of Life in Urban Areas, Sustainable Use and Management of Natural Resources and Waste. The national and international commitments that Italy subscribed, together with the reference framework stated in both Lisbon and Goteborg Strategies, identify objectives and actions for each four key areas and a number of sustainable development indicators to monitor the achievements. Environmental Education is considered as a cross-cutting instrument to ensure the effectiveness of sectoral policies identified by the Strategy.

The role of Education (in particular Environmental Education) is to promote a wider awareness and an active participation of all citizens and young people to the implementation of the Strategy, taking into account also the indications of the Dakar Framework For Action on Education for All (EFA).

The  “Guidelines for a new planning process devised between State and Regions on Information, Training and Environmental Education”, issued in 2000, represent the reference framework for the role of environmental education in Italy. On these basis a Technical Board on  Information, Training and Environmental Education has been established as a permanent round-table discussion between central and local level, and other institutions as the Ministry for Education and the Agency for the Environmental Protection and Technical Services.

The Italian model of developing policies in this field is characterised by a close cooperation among the two Ministries for Environment and for Education, Regions and other local institutions. this cooperation, lead, in 2000, to the creation of the Italian National System on Environmental Information, Training and Education (INFEA), structured by a network of approximately 150 Environmental Education Centres located on the Italian territory and addressing the needs of both formal and non-formal education.

These tools should lead us towards the drafting of a National Implementation Plan, focused on Education for Sustainable Development, as a contribution to both the UNECE Strategy and UNESCO Decade on Education for Sustainable Development.

Day 2

How do you see your country’s contribution to the follow-up process?

Due to national experience, Italy is pleased to contribute to the follow-up of UNECE Strategy both financially and substantially.  

In particular, we would be keen to participate to the small group of experts in charge of developing indicators to measure the effectiveness of the implementation of the strategy. Recently the Italian Ministry of the Environment and Territory, within the national Programme for Environmental Information, Training and Education, has supported the elaboration of an inter-regional project on Quality Indicators to assess the activities of Environmental Education.  

Another activity that could benefit from the Italian contribution is the collection of examples of good practices.

In our view the compilation of national good practices could be organised around specific issues of environmental education closely linked to the education for sustainability (for example “waste management”, “water quality”, “Local Agenda 21”, and others). This work could also facilitate the exchange of good practices in order to improve the cohesion among different countries.

Our contribution to this implementation would be based on the experience we have acquired, throughout the years, with the National System for Environmental Information, Training and Education. The National System, which involves Environmental Education Centres, NGOs, Environmental Associations and other actors  working on environmental education activities, represents a good process of participation between local and central authorities which is considered as a fundamental factor in the achievement of sustainability.

In the past years two volumes have been published in Italy to describe the educational activities carried out by the Environmental Education Centres spread out in the country, and in particular the opportunities provided inside Natural Protected Areas (“Towards sustainable development: learning together” and “In the Parks. The educational and recreational offer in National and Regional Parks”). 

Furthermore in year 2000 the Ministry for the Environment has published  the Junior Report on the State of Environment, which is a hand-book conceived to assist teachers in explaining to young students the holistic approach to sustainable development.

Finally, we intend to support the organisation of a sub-regional meeting for the Mediterranean region, in order to provide all Mediterranean countries, including those from the Southern area that are non members of the UNECE, the opportunity to express their interest for the Strategy and their willingness to contribute to the Decade on Education for Sustainable Development.  

