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INTERVENTION OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SPORT OF SLOVENIA

Slovenia has at all times endeavoured to consistently pursue the goals of sustainable development, and fully supports the efforts of the international community in this field. Therefore we welcome also in the field of education the strategy for education for sustainable development of which the draft is here before us. All the more so because we have been actively involved in the process of its formulation – I should like to mention that I have had the honour of being personally involved in its preparation, although in a capacity other than the present one.

This strategy is in compliance with developmental priorities of Slovenia's education as they have been outlined in the White Book, and in the curriculum renewal in the time of overall reform of education in the nineties, and are being pursued at all levels of the education system. This strategy is also in line with the European Union's objectives towards the increase in the quality of European education, and with the endeavours of other international organisations (Council of Europe, OECD, UNESCO), that have been developing a variety of instruments to achieve such objectives. Sustainable development is a priority also in EU Structural Funds, so that developmental policies are created according to the criteria of sustainable development and individual projects are being evaluated according to these criteria. The Slovenian delegation therefore supports the adoption of the strategy.

We see no major problems in the implementation of the strategy at the national level. In the renewal of the education system I have already mentioned, we incorporated the elements of sustainable development already into the conceptual bases, in the White Book, and then into education acts and into points of departure for curriculum renewal.  Relevant strategies and guidelines have been created for various fields, such as, for example, Guidelines for prevention of violence in schools, the Concept of incorporating health into curricula, National programme of adult education; a National programme of education for democratic citizenship and human rights.

Thus the elements of sustainable development that comprise environmental education, civic education and human rights learning, health education, treatment of violence in schools and other activities that educate for life in the community, and a responsible attitude to nature, are being implemented at various level: at the level of curricula, all-school approach, in-service teacher training. At the level of curricula, there is a separate subject (compulsory subject Civic Education, optional subject Civic Culture, Environmental Studies) in primary school, or else relevant contents are incorporated in the syllabus of social- and natural science subjects, while they are being implemented also as cross-curricular issues. In the system of in-service teacher training of the Ministry of Education and Sports, there are seminars made available every year for all the above-enumerated fields.  Particularly important is participation of the entire school in the implementation of objectives of the education for sustainable development, where we intend to do even more in the future. There are already now individual projects underway, such as, for example, a project entitled Schools for headmasters on all-school approach in civic education. In the new system of in-service teacher training, there is a possibility of seminars being available for the entire school staff. We are involved in a multi-country project in aiming at developing innovative methods of education on space, spatial development and planning. Mention must also be made of a major project entitled »The Hidden Treasure« that enables co-financing of innovative and development school projects with the emphasis being placed on the above topics. Such innovative projects combine the three levels: teachers training for new didactic approaches, new contents are brought into teaching, the entire school is involved in the project. On the basis of project evaluation, we try to extend good practice cases to other schools. In addition, networks of schools are in operation in Slovenia – such as Eco-Schools and Healthy Schools, UNESCO's ASP Schools – that also bring appropriate contents into teaching and into the life of the entire school. We pride ourselves on having achieved a high level of inclusion of children and youth into education, on a relatively well organised and financed education of adults, and on an ever higher educational attainment of the population.

The challenge for the future is how to link all these various activities in the light of a common goal, and how to raise awareness of all stakeholders on it. We also plan, among other things, to develop a model to enhance the sustainable development component as part of the school's educational role.  This is the so-called school educational plan that will target-connect various school activities. We plan to set up an interdepartmental council to assist in the development of this model and consisting, in addition to the Ministry of Education and Sport, the Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs, and relevant professional institutions responsible for the development of curricula, education of teachers and headmasters, preparation of external exams and adult education.

