UNECE High-level meeting of Environment and Education Ministries

Vilnius, 17-18 March 2005
Slovak contribution to discussion on implementation framework of The Strategy for ESD

Dear ladies and gentlemen,

Firstly Slovak delegation would like to express our gratitude to UNECE and Lithuania for preparing and organizing this very important conference and especially for Lithuanian apparent hospitality.

Let me now shortly inform you about achievements and challenges in the field of SD in the SR. 

The Slovak republic as the first country among all associating countries has translated the whole Agenda 21 into own language. The National strategy for SD as a fundamental document for transferring new sustainable vision into reality in all areas of life in our country was adopted in 2001. It sets up the framework for implementation of sustainable principles and calls for and encourages all relevant actors to act in this direction. It also encompasses the list of educational policies and instruments which Slovak republic is necessary to undertake in order to ensure SD in our country. Despite the fact that Slovak republic has quite rich experiences with regard to sustainable development we nowadays face various challenges in this field. As you maybe already know the SR has recently undergone many great deep structural reforms in almost every sectors, namely economic and social reform, reform of healthcare and pension system, school reform or tax and fiscal reform. It is not always easy to incorporate sufficiently the principles of SD into all new national policies as we would like to see. In our transformation phase from traditional industrial society onto modern knowledgeable one nowadays sometimes mere economic views are dominant and prevail. However, despite many problems occurring in incorporation SD principles into all relevant national policies, Slovak republic is in these days up-dating The National Strategy for SD and preparing Action plan for SD for years 2005-2010 with concrete tasks and terms of their fulfilment.

On 16th February this year The Slovak government adopted The Draft strategy of competitiveness of SR until year 2010 with its subtitle „National Lisbon strategy“.
One of 4 key objectives of this strategy is a „Modern educational policy“. Among several instruments for achieving of this goal are also some partial objectives that fully correspond with ESD principles, mainly with:

· Principle of cooperation and building partnerships among all relevant stakeholders on national, regional and local level,

· Secondly with the principle of promotion of communication and public participation on processes that enable development of modern educational schemes responding to particular needs on local level and,

· Thirdly with the principle of promotion of formal, non-formal and informal learning.

From various instruments included into NLS in order to reach just mentioned goals is also:

The task to  support the realization of principle so-called „Learning regions“ in which presuppositions are created for arising regional nets of different institutions that build tailor-made educational services and projects providing lifelong learning and counselling. In compliance with this task it is necessary beforehand to undertake analyses of educational needs in different regions across SR.

The objective of this task is to create an information system about LLL containing detail updated information  about the net of local and regional educational institutions, programmes, and access to counselling.

During the following process of preparation of National program for learning regions its authors intend to incorporate SD principles into the framework of supported activities of this national program. Active involvement of schools on each level, state and self-governing bodies, public sphere, employers, professional associations and chambers, as well as NGOs into implementation and management of lifelong learning conception in relation with interests, needs and priorities of regional and local labour markets ensure that main actors in regions will be involved into implementation of national strategy into practice. In such way the educational system can be better interconnected with the private and industrial sphere.

As a results of this cooperation as we do hope will be faster progression of rural and urban areas when particular stakeholders on educational field and other involved subjects will adequately response to on-going changes of labour market. Regions should thus provide specific programmes and courses and bring and implement new innovative approaches on bottom-up principle.

By this way, in our opinion will be ensured sustainable development of regions in SR at the same time respecting specific and cultural diversity of local communities. 

We strongly believe that real and concrete results of this new national educational policy will be presented by Slovak representatives to the “Environment for Europe” Ministerial conference in Belgrade in 2007.

Thank you for your attention.

