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In Poland, particular emphasis is laid on education for sustainable development, since it is an important element of citizenship education designed to develop a society which would participate in decision-making processes and be able to evaluate the state of environmental safety.

The concept of sustainable development is addressed by the Constitution of the Republic of Poland. The idea of sustainable development and environmental education are extensively addressed by regulations and documents concerning environmental protection, such as the National Environmental Policy for 2003-2005, the Long-term Strategy for Sustained and Sustainable Development – Poland 2005 and the regulations on education.

All these documents stress that the implementation of the principles of sustained and sustainable development requires the participation of an aware and well-educated society, which should be ensured by well-conducted education for sustainable development.

The Act on the Education also provides that knowledge of the principles of sustainable development should be disseminated among children and youth and that attitudes contributing to its implementation at local, national and global levels should be created. The programming frameworks for all types of schools, beginning with kindergartens, include elements related to the environment or sustainable development. They are present in a wide range of subjects so as to ensure the provision of broad knowledge, which would not be limited to such fields as biology or nature science only.

In Poland, the institutional measures to implement Agenda 21 in its part related to environmental education began in 1995 when the Ministry of National Education and Sports and the Ministry of the Environment signed their agreement on co-operation in the field of environmental education. The main point of this agreement was the provision envisioning that they would draw up jointly the National Environmental Education Strategy. This Strategy was drawn up in 1997 and in 1999 it was adapted to the new circumstances related to the implementation of successive reforms n Poland.

The main objective of the National Environmental Education Strategy is to disseminate the ideas of sustainable development in all the fields of life, also taking into account man’s work and rest, and to extend permanent environmental education to all the residents of the Republic of Poland.

The Strategy is a document which identifies and sets out a hierarchy of the major objectives of environmental education, indicating, at the same time, the capacity to implement them and establishing environmental education as one of the essential tasks of the State.

The education should create the ability to discern the correlations among the economic, social and environmental aspects of all activities. Accordingly, this presents for Poland the enormous challenge of the modernisation of education and the development of science and research.

The basic assumptions of the Polish Strategy are consistent with the provisions of the Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development as drafted by the UNECE (the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe). Therefore, we are grateful for the opportunity to participate in the work on the implementation of the UNECE Strategy and we hope that the co-operation among our countries will contribute to an exchange of experiences, particularly as regards resources, methods and projects.

Since today’s meeting officially inaugurates the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, I should like to inform you, Ladies and Gentlemen, that Poland would like to participate in these celebrations with full involvement and that even this year we plan to carry out several large, nationwide projects which will be entirely devoted to education for sustainable development.

