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· OSCE has since its early days recognized the security aspects of sustainable development. This is manifested in the creation of the economic and environmental dimension of the OSCE, which specifically merges key components of sustainable development: Economic development with environmental and social safeguards.

· The activities of my office in Vienna and our 18 field presences in the Balkans, Eastern Europe, South Caucasus and central Asia include the identification, mapping and targeting of environmental issues with links to security through the ENVSEC initiative, projects promoting management of transboundary resources and cross border pollution as well as activities focussing on awareness raising and institutional strengthening within both the civil and public sectors. 

· The relevance of human capacity building and education for security in the OSCE region was recognized in the selection of Human Capacity Building as the topic for the 12th OSCE Economic Forum in 2004. Certain sessions of the Forum and its preparatory seminars dealt specifically with Education for Sustainable Development and included speakers from UNECE participating countries involved in the process of preparing the strategy.

· The confidence building and security promoting aspects of education for sustainable development are also clearly spelled out in the draft UNECE strategy (Article 61). 

· The OSCE believes that Education and raising awareness are fundamental tools in changing patterns of social and economic behaviour affecting the environment. 

· Well informed citizens are a powerful driver for sustainable development. As consumers they make choices and drive the market for environmentally friendly products and services, and as citizens they take part in decision making processes and affect governments through their voting power. 

· It is also our belief that well informed and empowered citizens are a guarantee for democracy, stability and security.

Some activities currently sponsored by OSCE follow below:

OSCE Aarhus Centers: Awareness raising and non formal learning

· Since 2002 the OSCE field offices are supporting the development of Aarhus Centres in OSCE participating countries. Five centres are currently operating in Central Asia and South Caucasus, and around 15 new national and local centres are planned for 2005. 

· The Centres are designed to provide a bridge between and meeting place for government officials, civil society and the general public. Their main tasks are to raise awareness of and encourage dialogue on sustainable development issues.

· A number of training workshops, seminars and events are organized yearly in the various centres, examples include master classes and award ceremonies for environmental journalists, training of target professional groups and environmental conferences directed towards children and youth. 

Green Pack  and Youth Camps– formal learning; methodology, competence, tools and materials

· The OSCE, in partnership with REC Central and Eastern Europe (REC CEE), is implementing the Green Pack educational package in Azerbaijan. The project aims at adapting the REC Green Pack program to the needs of Azerbaijan and to produce and distribute 1000 copies of the Green Pack for use in Azerbaijani schools. The country will then take the responsibility for making new copies and spread the Green Pack to schools through out the country. Phase one of this project has been completed and fundraising for implementation of the production and training phases is ongoing.
· The Government of Belarus has requested OCEEA to assist them in developing a Belarusian Green Pack during 2005. The OCEEA and the OSCE Office in Minsk stand ready to assist in this project together with the REC CEE. Fundraising for this activity is ongoing.
· At the request of the participants of the Third Sub-regional Central Asian Conference on Environmental Education and Education for Sustainable Development, OSCE and REC Central and Eastern Europe, with the support of CAREC are exploring the possibility to develop a Central Asian version of the Green Pack for distribution and use in schools in all five Central Asian republics. Fundraising for this activity is also ongoing with the OSCE Center in Almaty playing an active role.
· The OSCE has organized 5 youth summer camps on environmental and sustainable development topics in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan and is currently planning to expand on this idea and promote youth camps specifically on sustainable development in the Balkans, Eastern Europe, South Caucasus and Central Asia..

Support to the strategic process

· Various OSCE field presences have supported meetings of experts to prepare for participation in the development and implementation of the UNECE Strategy for education for sustainable development

· OSCE presences in Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Armenia and Turkmenistan sponsored participation of NGOs from their countries in this meeting and the preceding NGO coordination meeting organized by Eco Forum.

· OSCE invited representatives from the lead countries for the UNECE strategy, Sweden and Russia, to present the draft strategy at the preparatory seminars and the OSCE Economic Forum on human capacity building in 2004.

Future support:

· The OSCE and its field presences are ready to continue to support the implementation of the UNECE education for sustainable development strategy through the ongoing implementation of the activities just described.

· The OSCE is also prepared, through its field presences and the office in Vienna, to provide political support, in accordance with our mandate, for the implementation of the UNECE education for sustainable development strategy by national governments, raise awareness about needs, and to facilitate meetings of stakeholders on the national and regional level.
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