UNECE High-level meeting of Environment and Education Ministries
Vilnius, 17-18 March 2005
Mr. Remigijus Motuzas, Minister of Education and Science, Lithuania

Dear Chairaman, Dear Colleagues:

Quality education, holistic approach, co-operation and partnerships – these are the key words in defining education for sustainable development.
1. In implementing education reform in Lithuania the attention is concentrated on the development of key competences needed to meet challenges of a rapidly changing world, particularly for active participation in social life and high-qualified professional work. ESD represents a reflection of the modern development tendencies in education. Since 2000 ESD activities were also facilitated by the involvement of Lithuanian Ministry of Education and Science into activities of the Education Sector within the Baltic 21, a sustainable development action programme for the Baltic Sea Region. 

Recently, relevant changes in education system were legitimated by the Law on Education and the Law on Higher Education, Strategic Guidelines on Education for ten-year period starting from 2003, and the new National Curricula and Education Standards.

2. Our current concern is to achieve well-coordinated actions of institutions involved in planning and implementing activities related to ESD, to mobilize and further develop human resources and ensure effective knowledge management at the national level.

Following the experience of Scandinavian countries, we have started a preparatory work to establish an ESD Council at the National Committee for Sustainable Development involving strategic representatives of education community as well as social and business partners. Together with the National ESD Network it will be a key agent in reorienting education towards sustainable development.

3. Sub-regional co-operation on ESD has been successfully started in the Baltic Sea Region, Central Asia, it is expected in the Balkans, Caucasus and other UNECE sub-regions. We can see the stimulating effect already. The connection of sub-regional networks could be the next step, as well as partnerships of relevant counterparts, i.e. governments, universities, scientific institutions, non-governmental organizations, media, etc. Lithuania, as a donor country, is ready to include ESD in the list of issues for the development cooperation. 

4. ESD is not just an education in its traditional meaning. It is about transforming politics and community development, individual values and lifestyles. ESD is about opening doors, which separate governments, nations and people. International co-operation in ESD is a challenge and opportunity to ensure mutual understanding, strengthen trust between nations, and contribute to peace, security and welfare. 
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