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Vice-Minister of Ecology and Emergency Situations of Kyrgyzstan
Distinguished Chairman,

Dear colleagues,



On behalf of the Central Asian Ministers of Environment and Education, let me welcome the participants of the High Level Meeting on Education for Sustainable Development of the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and wish to them achievement of specific and significant outcomes in implementing the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development in 2005-2014. 
As it is known, the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg specifically highlighted the role of environmental education (EE) and education for sustainable development (ESD) in addressing the environmental issues. 
In order to implement the WSSD decisions and the Millennium Goals, the Central Asian countries, within the framework of the WSSD preparatory process, proposed a sub-regional sustainable development initiative – the Central Asian Initiative (CAI) for Sustainable Development. At the Fifth Pan-European Environmental Ministerial Conference held in Kiev in 2003 the Governments of Central Asia presented the document entitled “Invitation to Partnership for CAI Implementation”.  
In Kiev the CA sub-region also voiced its support to the global and regional education initiatives, such as the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development and the UNECE Strategy on Education for Sustainable Development to be developed in close cooperation with UNESCO. 
The First Sub-Regional Environmental Education Workshop in Dushanbe initiated by the former Ministry of Nature Protection, currently the State Environmental and Forestry Protection Committee of the Republic of Tajikistan, served as a boost for the intense activities under the EE Program. 

In early 2003 Central Asia launched its Environmental Education Programme. The Second Sub-Regional Consultative Meeting “Environmental Education for Sustainable Development in Central Asia” (Bishkek) approved the EE Programme development, established the Joint CA EE and ESD Working Group and adopted the Joint Statement of the Central Asian Ministers of Environment and Education, recognizing ESD as a critical priority for achievement of the sustainable development goals in Central Asia. The outcomes of the Bishkek EE Meeting were incorporated into the major documents of the Kiev Ministerial conference. 
 The Central Asian EE Program has yielded significant results within the last two years. The Central Asian EE and ESD Working Group established earlier continued its eventful activities and jointly implemented several interesting projects in 2003-2004, having delivered the following outcomes:  

The textbook for secondary schools “Environment for Future Generations” has been designed. The textbook was developed in Russian and Kazakh with the assistance of the European Commission and the British Council. The pilot project designed to test the textbook out in the experimental secondary schools of Kazakhstan is currently close to its completion. After the textbook has been tested out, we are planning to adapt and translate it into the national languages of all Central Asian states. And this is where we need partner and donor support.
“Posters and Video on Climate Change” project has been successfully implemented since April 2004 with support of the Embassy of Great Britain in Kazakhstan and the UNESCO Cluster Office in Almaty. The project is aimed at distributing this textbook in the CA through trainings for teachers and climate change posters and videos. The project supports ESD development and promotes the ideas of the Kyoto Protocol in CA. Within the framework of the project five climate change training posters and video have been developed to be distributed to secondary schools of Central Asia in 2005. We are also planning to adapt and translate the posters and the video into the national languages of the Central Asian countries. 

The project “Promotion of Environmental Education Development in the Secondary School System of the Republic of Kazakhstan” was implemented in 2004 with the support of the OSCE Centre in Almaty. The project developed the proposals to improve Kazakhstani laws, providing for the enhancement of the EE status and the authority of the Ministry of Environment in the area of environmental education. The legislative proposals have been incorporated into the draft Environmental Code being developed by the Ministry of Environmental Protection, which is scheduled to be submitted to the Parliament in late 2006. The ESD training module designed to retrain secondary school teachers and the EE coordination and interaction mechanisms to involve all the stakeholders have been also developed. The project was replicated in the CA sub-region. 
The Third Sub-Regional Conference on EE and ESD in Central Asia was held on November 10-11, 2004 in Almaty, Kazakhstan. The Conference was organized by the CAREC with support from the Embassy of Great Britain in Kazakhstan, the OSCE Centre in Almaty, the UNESCO Cluster Office for Central Asia and the European Commission.  The Conference was attended by the leaders and representatives of the international organizations and embassies in the Republic of Kazakhstan, representatives of the CA Ministries of Education and Environment, the members of the Central Asian EE and ESD Working Group, public, non-governmental organizations and CA teachers.
The Conference included the presentations by UNESCO, CAREC and other organizations devoted to modern processes and the global EE and ESD initiatives, such as the UN ESD Decade (2005-2014), UNECE ESD Strategy and Asian Pacific ESD Strategy. All CA countries reported on EE and ESD progress, projects under implementation and development prospects to pursue these efforts. 
The Conference adopted «THE STATEMENT OF THE CENTRAL ASIAN COUNTRIES ON EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT». The keynote of the document was the proposal of the participants to develop specific recommendations for the countries, ministries of education and environment and parliaments to make sure that the EE issues are integrated into the state programs and state budgets of the CA countries and are the actual priorities in the state environmental policy of the countries in the sub-region”. The language of the Statement was made available at this Meeting. 

In conclusion, my suggestion is to look at the CA sub-region as a pilot region in implementing the UNECE ESD Strategy in the view of its ESD experience and capacity, its unique practice of joint decision-making by the EE and ESD Working Group and the willingness to cooperate exhibited by all the stakeholders, the states, the community and the educational sector.

Let me express a hope that the CA Initiatives on Education for Sustainable Development will inspire interest, will be supported by the participants of the Summit, the representatives of the donor countries and international organizations and will initiate new ESD projects in Central Asia. 

Thank you for your attention.
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