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Madam Chairperson,

Excellences,

Distinguished Delegates,

In recent years education for sustainable development (ESD) has become a priority in response to the aggravating crisis between human beings and the living environment.  Bulgarian Government appreciates the necessity of implementation of the Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development. The document will support the development of ESD for all kinds of formal, non-formal and informal learning in Bulgaria and will cultivate knowledge, skills, relationships and values, which are the prerequisites for a new understanding and attitude towards the environment. 

There are some obstacles for implementation of the Strategy in Bulgaria: a lack of a system for ESD and good models for effective education on the problems of sustainable development; insufficient training of teachers concerning the limited use of the interdisciplinary approach in the educational process; a lack of educational materials for efficient ESD; limited financial support provided by national funding resources for ESD events and initiatives; insufficient level of cooperation and coordination; a lack of free market in the field of teachers’ training; frequent staff changes in education sector; insufficient competence of school management to develop their own policy; slow changes in the public attitude including the consumer patterns. 

Nevertheless several projects in the field of ESD are being implemented in our country with the support of international donors as well as Programme to Support the Education for Sustainable Development in Bulgaria is being elaborated. Environment protection and the problems related to it are included in the national curriculum of Bulgaria. The following opportunities exist in our country for implementing the Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development: the process of education management decentralization; support of ESD initiatives by Ministry of Environment and Water and Ministry of Education and Science; interest of ESD teachers in improving their qualification; good motivation of students for ESD activities; funding programmes of international organizations related to ESD.

The weaknesses in implementation of the Strategy can be overcome through implementation of the following measures and activities in Bulgaria: ESD programmes based on interdisciplinary approach; ESD materials based on the use of interactive methods and information and communication technologies; support to schools for development of their own programmes and projects in the field of SD; encouraging children and young people to participate in activities, related to elaboration and implementation of SD projects; development of ESD programmes suitable for outdoor use, e.g. for  Green Schools; establishment of networks for information exchange about ESD; public participation in the decision-making process of developing programmes and projects for ESD on local scale; supporting centers offering educational services focused on children’s spare time.

Co-operation between the Ministry of Environment and Water and the Ministry of Education and Science in partnership with the local authorities, non-governmental organizations, universities, and business organizations is of essential importance for implementing the Strategy in Bulgaria. The interaction between the two Ministries is expressed in a number of activities such as exchange of information used for drafting documents on environmental and sustainable development issues and training teachers in working with training tools and guides; promotion of public culture and awareness; performing an integrated approach in the delivery of training in environment protection and sustainable development in the education system.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Education serves a fundamental purpose in changing values, lifestyles and behaviour as well as developing skills for building a democratic society. It is the main tool in changing the public attitude to the environment according to the international strategies and resolutions for achieving a sustainable development. 

I believe that what has been achieved up to now as a result of the co-operation in conducting environment and education policy in the Republic of Bulgaria is an important prerequisite for the successful implementation of the Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development and launching the United Nations Decade of ESD.  

