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Concerns of International Waters & 

People, Ecosystems, and Development 

 Transboundary Pollution:          Water unusable, diseases 

 Wasteful Water Use:          Droughts, floods conflicts 

 Groundwater quality & quantity           drinking water, food shortages 

 Overfishing/Depleted Oceans:        Diminishing catches Livelihoods & $ 100 
billion in annual trade in jeopardy 

 Habitat loss:         coastal blue forests; invasive species, local livelihoods 

 

 

 

               Regional Peace, Stability, Security at risk  

 

 



International Waters Focal Area 

 International Waters (IW) 

includes transboundary river 

lake, and groundwater 

basins; also oceans, coasts, 

Large Marine Ecosystems 

and connected river basins 

 



GEF International Waters Portfolio 

GEF is largest investor in multi-country collective management of 
transboundary water systems: $1.37 billion GEF/$7.1 billion 
co-financing totaling to date more than  220 projects since 
1995. 

 

150 GEF recipient states are cooperating with 23 non-recipient 
states on their particular shared water systems. 

 

In working to reverse fisheries depletion, reduce water pollution, 
and balance conflicting water uses through IWRM, GEF 
contributes to water, environment, and community 

    security  as well as regional stability. 

    



 Large Marine Ecosystem Scale  
 (South China Sea LME-UNEP) 

   Coastal Municipality/Provincial ICM scale  
                    (Da Nang, Vietnam - UNDP PEMSEA) 

          

          River Basin Linkage Scale  
                   (       (GPA Mekong River Basin/delta - World Bank) 

 
                    Local Community-based                                                                                                                           

     Demo  Sites  
                                                                  (Phu Quoc Fish Refugia Vietnam- 

UNEP) 

 

GEF IW Ecosystem-Based Approach to 

 Management at Multiple Scales 



Simplistic ill. on GEF IW investment modalities 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delivering GEF International Waters Global 
Environment Benefits 

 
 

Foundational Capacity 
Building/Enabling environments, Basic 

Policy  and cooperation framework 
 

Strengthening policy and legal and 
institutional frameworks 

 

Full-scale SAP Implementation 
 

30 SAPs 

36 TDAs 

 

• Black Sea/Danube Env. Status Improve. 

• East Asia ICM Targets 

• Ballast Water Convention 

• Benguela Current Commission 

 



IW Tracking Tool 

 Had IW TT for GEF3 and GEF4 replenishments 

 Got too complex 

 Consolidated into one IW TT 

 GEF3, GEF4 and GEF5 

 Reporting three times: 

At CEO Endorsement 

At Mid Term  

At Project closure 

 



IW Tracking Tool 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEF 6 International Waters Strategy Delivering Global Environment 

Benefits 

Objective 1: Catalyze 

Sustainable management of 

Transboundary Waters 

Objective 2: Balancing 

competing water-uses in the 

management of 

transboundary surface and 

groundwater. 

Objective 3: Rebuilding marine 

fisheries, restore and protect 

coastal habitats, and reduce 

pollution of coasts and LMEs 

2
.2

 W
a
te

r/F
o

o
d
/E

c
o
s
ys

te
m

 S
e
c
u
rity 

N
e
x
u
s
 

 3
.1

 P
re

v
e
n
tin

g
 th

e
 L

o
s
s
 a

n
d
 

D
e
g
ra

d
a
tio

n
 o

f C
o
a
s
ta

l H
a
b
ita

ts
 

 

3
.2

 R
e

d
u

c
e
 O

c
e

a
n

 H
y
p

o
x
ia

 

 

3
.3

 R
e

b
u

ild
in

g
 G

lo
b
a

l F
is

h
e
rie

s
 

   2
.1

 A
d
v
a
n
c
e
 C

o
n
ju

n
c
tiv

e
 m

a
n
a
g
e
m

e
n
t 

o
f s

u
rfa

c
e
 a

n
d
 g

ro
u
n
d
w

a
te

r S
y
s
te

m
s
 

 1
.1

:   F
o

s
te

r c
o
o
p
e
ra

tio
n
 fo

r s
u
s
ta

in
a
b
le

 

u
s
e
 o

f tra
n
s
b
o
u
n
d
a
ry

 w
a
te

r s
y
s
te

m
s
 a

n
d
 

e
c
o
n
o
m

ic
 g

ro
w

th
 

1
.2

 In
c
re

a
s
e
 th

e
 R

e
s
ilie

n
c
e
 a

n
d
 F

lo
w

 o
f 

E
c
o
s
y
s
te

m
s
 S

e
rv

ic
e
s
 in

 th
e
 C

o
n
te

x
t o

f 

M
e
ltin

g
 H

ig
h
 A

ltitu
d
e
 G

la
c
ie

rs
 

Proposed Signature Programme:  Oceans and Seas   

    - Rebuilding Global Fisheries  



GEF IW Portfolio 1991 - 2012 


