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UNECE Committee on Housing 
and Land Management 

Established in 1947 
56 member States 
Mandate: To improve housing, urban sustainability and land governance 
 



Geneva UN Charter on Sustainable 
Housing 
 
Improve sustainability of housing in the ECE region through effective 
policies and actions supported by international cooperation  

1. Environmental Protection 
2. Economic Effectiveness 
3. Social inclusion and participation 
4. Cultural  adequacy 

The charter is based on four key principles: 



The Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) 

United for Smart 
Sustainable Cities 
initiative 

United Smart 
Cities project 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SDGs means a lot to us and impact all our activities.
As you are aware, they are a set of 17 goals approved by the UN General Assembly in October 2015.
In particular, our work is impacted by SDG 11.



USC and U4SSC 

U4SSC is a global platform for 
smart cities stakeholders which 
advocates for public policies to 
encourage the use of ICT to 
facilitate the transition to smart 
sustainable cities. 

Current deliverables: 
 Data Taxonomy  
 Guides on tools and mechanisms 

to finance SSC projects  
 Guidelines on strategies for 

circular cities 
 Blockchained cities  
 City Science Application 

Framework  
 Smart Sustainable Cities Standard 

and Index 
 

United Smart Cities is a  project 
which aims at addressing the 
major urban issues in medium-
sized cities with countries 
economies in transition in the 
UNECE region. 

Outputs: 
 City profiles 
 City action plans 
 Capacity building 

workshops 
 

Special focus: 
Countries with economies in 
transition and developing 
countries 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The initiative was launched in May 2016 as a joint partnership between UNECE HLM and ITU.
It currently counts 16 UN entities who joined it – UNECE, ITU, ECLAC, UNECA, UNIDO, UN-Habitat, WTO, WMO, FAO, UNEP, UNEP-FI, UN Women, UNFCCC, UNCCD, UNU-IAS, WHO (observer) + other partner organizations

As you can see, the initiative is initiating to work on FINANCING SSC PROJECTS and in particular to define guidelines on the current financing tools and mechanisms for SSC and support cities to select which tools and mechanisms are more suitable for them. We would like to invite you all to join this group and develop together with us guides for cities on financing SSC projects.

The project USC was launched in April 2014 together with OiER, UN-Habitat and the Environment Agency Austria and represents currently the implementing arm of U4SSC. We work in particular with countries with economies in transition but we received a strong interst also among cities in more developed countries.



Smart City Definition and KPIs 

Definition: “A smart sustainable city is an innovative city that uses information and 
communication technologies (ICTs) and other means to improve quality of life, 
efficiency of urban operation and services, and competitiveness, while ensuring 
that it meets the needs of present and future generations with respect to economic, 
social and environmental aspects as well as cultural.” (UNECE & ITU, 2015) 

KPIs for smart sustainable cities 

3 main areas 
18 topics 
85 indicators (core & additional) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the framework of U4SSC, UNECE and ITU, together with their partners, developed in 2015 a definition for a smart city.
One of the key word is competitiveness. As you know a city can improve its competitiveness when a sound financial and economic development is in place, hence the financial aspect is very crucial for sustainable growth.

One of the outputs of the U4SSC is the development of a SSC Standard which includes a set of KPIs to evaluate smart and sustainable cities worldwide.
We are in a very advanced phase on this, since we are finalising it.
The uniqueness of this standard is that it is the first one addressing at the same time the smartness and sustainability of a city. Another uniqueness of these KPIs is that they are fully aligned with the SDGs and support the achieving and monitoring of the SDGs at the local level.

The benefits of these KPIs are:
To evaluate the current status of a city
To set priorities
To determine what data to collect
To demonstrate performance and outcomes but also areas to improve

Definitely, financing is a cross-cutting aspects within this framework. However, there are some indicators which really focus on it.
Examples: R&D Expenditure, Cultural Expenditure, Housing Expenditure

The work has been carried out by 16 UN entities, 50 cities, 3 cities associations and other partners and we already received the commitment to test them from the 50 cities that helped us in the process, among those Dubai, Valencia, Singapore, Rome, Montevideo, etc.

I also would like to take the opportunity to mention that by the beginning of June we will start to develop a Smart Sustainable Cities Index.



The Smart Sustainable Cities Financing 
Forum Liechtenstein 
 
Date: 7 - 8 November 2016, Ruggell, Liechtenstein 
Organizers: the Government of the Principality of Liechtenstein, 
UNECE, the Organization for International Economic Relations (OiER) 
and the Austrian Economic Centre 
 Objectives: 
•    to identify sources of funding, and 
opportunities for financing and 
implementing SSC;  
•    to bridge the gap between investors and 
cities;  
•    to discuss business models and good 
practices for financing SSC; 
•    to determine the role of KPIs to monitor 
economic growth 

The Vaduz Declaration 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This event set up the beginning of UNECE HLM work on financing SSC.
We were happy also the PPP Center of Excellence on Smart Cities accepted our invitation to attend the meeting and in fact Mr. Carlos Carrasco-Farré attended as a speaker the session on Identifying the financing sources for SSC.

During the Forum, the particupants endorsed the Vaduz Declaration, a document in ten points, which highlights the strategic role of the financial sector in the transition of cities into smart sustainable cities and as a key actor in the implementation of the New Urban Agenda.
The event finally concluded with the committment of the Forum’s participants to the principles of sustainable finance and to a stronger cooperation towards the establishment of tools and mechanisms to facilitate the transition into SSC.



Thank you for your attention! 

Ivonne Higuero 
Director, Forests, Land and Housing Division 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
Email: ivonne.higuero@unece.org  
Website: www.unece.org/housing  

Follow us:  
@UNECE Housing and Land Management 
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