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INTER-ORGANIZATION PROGRAMME FOR THE IOMC/CG16/99.7
SOUND MANAGEMENT OF CHEMICALS 15.09.2000

Global Harmonization of Chemical Classification and Labelling Systems

16th Consultation of the IOMC Coordinating Group for
the Harmonization of Chemical Classification Systems

ILO, Geneva, 25-26 May 2000

Draft Record

Adoption of the provisional agenda and record of the 14th  and 15th Consultations

1. The Provisional Agenda was adopted without modification. The provisional Record of the 14th

Consultation (Dublin, June 1999), was adopted as amended. The record of the 15th Consultation was
adopted after a number of technical amendments proposed by the USA were accepted. The list of
participants is provided in Annex.

Status of the technical work

Classification criteria

2. Mixtures: The ongoing work on health hazards was presented by Dr. Headrick (Canada)  and Dr.
Koeter (OECD). Following the last meeting of the OECD Expert Group in Washington, agreement was
reached on sensitization and consensus on acute toxicity was very close. More work was needed to reach
agreement on the other end points, including skin and eye irritation/corrosion, CMRs and target organ
toxicity. Concerning aquatic environmental hazards, all the recognized issues would be included in an
Approaches paper destined to serve as basis for input in the revised Step 2 Document. In order to move
forward completion of the Document, five drafting groups have been created to work on finalizing
proposals for acute toxicity, skin and eye irritation/corrosion, target organ/systemic toxicity, aquatic
environmental hazards, and revision of the Step 2 proposal.

3. Aquatic environmental hazards : Chapters 1, 2 and 6 of the Guidance Document on Aquatic
Environmental Hazards have been adopted. More work is needed to reach consensus on Acute toxicity
(chapter 3) bio-accumulation (chapter 5) and classification of metals and metal compounds (chapter 7).
The revised draft will be circulated by the end of June and considered by the Task Force on HCL on 7-8
September 2000.

4. Other classification end points : Work on target organ/systemic toxicity was now very close to
completion following agreement to have criteria for multiple and single exposure. and A task force led by
the UK was planning a meeting to start work on respiratory irritation. Canada agreed to take the lead and
plan work on water-activated toxicity. Work on narcotic effects and defatting agents had received support
from Sweden but work was still at the planning stages. Canada was preparing a paper on aspiration
hazards.

5. OECD Task Force on HCL: At it s 9th Meeting in February 2000, the Task Force elected Dr. A.
Sundquist (Finland) as Chairperson. The meeting agreed on a time schedule to complete the outstanding
work in time for adoption by the 31st Joint Meeting in November 2000.
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Hazard Communication

6. Progress made by the ILO Working Group was summarized by Dr. Pratt as follows:

S agreement on prioritization of the work elements was reached at the Washington meeting;
S A wide scope Step 2 document had been discussed in Washington and presented options were

narrowed down successfully and a narrow scope Step 2B document will be ready for discussion at
the Rome meeting in November;

S agreement was reached on selecting for MSDSs the standard 16-heading format as the only option;
S A more precise definition of the Abuilding block@ concept was considered and agreed and the need

to develop a decision logic for the selection of labelling elements was recognized;
S it was agreed that a  number of issues such as the periodicity of review of currency of label and

MSDS were recognized to be guidance elements rather than part of the standard;
S the revised Step 2Bdocument should be circulated before the end of June or early in July.

Physical hazards

7. Mr. Oberreuter informed the Group that the classification of aerosols was the only outstanding
issue. No progress was made in December 1999 due to lack of consensus between the EU and US industry
concerning criteria and levels. However, agreement had been reached on test methods. In answering a
question raised by the Chair, he confirmed that criteria for compressed gases would also be considered by
the CETDG at their July 2000 meeting. Concerning aerosols, discussions were also planned for July and
December if necessary.

Time lines

8. Discussion on this item was based on two papers presented by Dr. Headrick (Canada). Mr.
Benassai would have preferred to discuss the SC/GHS plans of work first. He felt that the 2001 or 2002
completion date for the Guidance document was not precise enough and thought that updating of the Time
line tables and preparation of the Guidance Document  should now be the main tasks of the Coordinating
Group. Ms. Silk confirmed that the deadline for the guidance document was the end of 2001. Following a
question raised by Dr. Holland on inclusion of the GHS work in the Rio +10 preparations. Dr. Stober
(IFCS Executive Secretary) indicated that a brief summary on the status of the GHS work would be
included by the Task Manager (UNEP on behalf of the IOMC) expected  Report on Agenda 21 Chapter 19.
In addition, reports from countries and from IFCS would also be prepared for the Rio +10 Conference.

9. Dr. Holland felt that the path for endorsement of the GHS was not clearly shown in the table.
Dr. Stober indicated that endorsement by IOMC organizations was not needed. The IOMC Chair would
simply  transmit the Guidance Document to ECOSOC when it is completed. Referred to the ECOSOC
resolution on the SC/GHS, Mr. Benassai explained that, according to ECOSOC rules, the Guidance
document would receive formal approval by the SC/GHS and the Parent Committee in December 2002
before being transmitted to ECOSOC for final endorsement and authorization to publish. Mr. Obadia (ILO)
pointed out that formal endorsement of the Guidance document by the governing bodies of individual
organizations would be useful in promoting the standard. Following these discussions, the two time line
tables were accepted by the Group as amended.
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GHS Implementation

10. Ms. Silk stated that it was becoming urgent to send to countries the letters of invitation to
participate. Ms. Bernardini (CETDG Secretariat) informed the Group that Mr. Kervella was planning to
send a draft of the letter to the ECOSOC Secretariat for its approval and transmission within the next two
weeks. Mr. Benassai pointed out that the Resolution itself was already a call to countries to indicate their
interest in becoming members of the SC/GHS. Ms. Silk hoped that the draft would be made available to
the CG Secretariat for comments before it was sent. A number of participants stated that it was important
to have an idea of the level of interest in participation in the SC as soon as possible and expressed hope that
the letter would be sent shortly.

11. The next point of discussion was the composition of the SC/GHS and Parent Committee. Ms Lowe
(USA) restated her government=s preference for a wide SC/GHS participation and a narrow one for the
parent committee. There was a general consensus on a wide SC/GHS participation but opinions on the
composition and size of the parent committee diverged significantly. However there was general
agreement that the committee should limit itself to administrative work, work plans and transmission of
reports to the ECOSOC. Other issues raised and discussed inconclusively included:

S the need to have coordinated country positions in areas where the two SCs overlapped;
S the fact that the CETDG current membership of 24 voting countries did not have seemingly

sufficient developing country representation;
S the fact that in addition to administrative work the parent committee may be brought  to arbitrate

budget issues as well as differences of opinion on technical issues;
S the need to ensure developing country participation in the process by informing them through all

available channels.

SC/GHS Programme of Work

12. The Room document prepared on the subject by Mr. Obadia (ILO) was used as a basis for
discussion. In response to a question by Dr.Holland, Mr. Benassai explained that Sub-Committee work
plans will normally decided by the parent committee and approved for each biennium. Mr. Oberreuter
pointed out that the substantial work of the SC/GHS would begin in 2002 and therefore it was important to
consider in detail what the SC would be doing during 2001. Mr. Obadia reminded the Group that the
number of days available for SC/GHS work were only 6 for the whole year and two of those would have to
be used for approval of records of meetings. There was general agreement that the paper presented by
Mr. Obadia was a good basis for developing a full SC/GHS work plan for 2001 and that it should be
transmitted to Mr. Kervella for consideration.

Guidance Document

13. Dr. Headrick presented a revised outline. She noted that participation in the teleconference on the
subject was low and that the paper was based on consensus of a very small group. However, the paper
received wide support by the CG. Key points raised during the discussion included the need to:

S develop extensive guidance in the Document to ensure proper labelling;
S have a communications specialist edit the final draft and look at an optimum layout at some point

before it is published;
S decide who will use the document (governments, Industry, labour? All of them?);
S to keep the level of repetition of TDG requirements (Orange Book) in the APurple Book@;
S evaluate the resources and time required for translation of the Document;
S to consider how Part B would have to be presented in the document.
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It was agreed that the next step would be to have the Drafting Group prepare proposals for input to have a
more extended version of the outline for the November meeting.

Capacity building

14. Mr. Halpaap (UNITAR) presented the Thought Starter prepared in collaboration with ILO and
informed the Group that, following its discussion, a revised version would be distributed at Forum III as a
Room document. The paper was generally well received by the Group and was considered as a good  basis
for developing a GHS capacity building programme. Mr. Green (ICEM) welcomed the fact that the paper
referred to the need for a few pilot projects to test the GHS in real conditions and that UNITAR had
already identified a few countries interested in the projects. Mr. Lu (China), expressed the interest of his
country in being one of the pilot countries. Mr. Lu, Mr. Puiatti (Brazil), Mr Jonai (Japan) and  several of
the participants were of the opinion that, in addition to the need for extensive government support, the role
of industry and the level of its support to the implementation process were critical to the success of the
GHS.

15. Mr. Haas (Employers) stated that industry supported a wide use of the GHS but that it would take
time to reach this goal. Mr. Green (Workers), referring to the ongoing joint industry/labour approach to
Responsible Care, suggested that the GHS implementation could be linked to this successful activity and
make use of its channels for worldwide awareness raising and training. It was generally agreed that
industry would have to be a key player in promoting the GHS.

Preparations for Forum III

16. Ms. Silk informed the Group that the GHS Lunchtime presentation programmed for IFCS III had
been moved to Plenary following a decision of the Forum Standing Committee (FSC) that the GHS was a
very important subject requiring high visibility. This was confirmed by Dr. Stober. Ms Silk will make a 15
minute audiovisual presentation which will be followed by a 30 minute fielding of questions from plenary
to a panel composed of members of the GHS Group being present at the Forum Meeting. Further
participation of available CG Group members to Regional Group meetings to answer specific questions
related to implementation of the GHS was also planned.

17. Referring  to Annex II of paper Inf .3 AForum III - IFCS Priorities for Action beyond 2000" which
set 2008 as a goal for full worldwide adoption and implementation of the GHS, Dr. Stober informed the
Group that after Forum III the FSC will transmit the recommendations to the ECOSOC for further
consideration. Mr. Benassai (Chair CETDG), felt that the deadline was very ambitious in view of the time
it will take for modal transport systems to integrate the GHS and the fact that a common ECOSOC
adoption of both GHS and TDG sub-committee recommendations will not occur until 2004. This could
lead to sectoral confusion in terms of GHS implementation and use. Other participants were of the opinion
that the GHS was not binding and that although it was arbitrary, it was useful to set such a deadline in
relation to the ECOSOC process and to promote speedy implementation.

18. It arose from the ensuing discussion that the development of an accepted implementation path for
the GHS was becoming a critical issue. In response to a suggestion that the IFCS should endorse the
completed part of the GHS, Dr. Stober pointed out that previous progress had already been endorsed in
1988 and that further endorsement of technical work was not needed at this point. Mr. Wright (Workers)
also felt that although IFCS did not have political capability for endorsement of the GHS, its awareness
raising actions were very important and Annex II was a good way to do this.
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19. Dr. Köeter (OECD) requested that parts of Paper Inf. 4 AProgress Report to Forum III on the GHS@
be modified to reflect more accurately the work carried out by the OECD. This was agreed after Dr. Stober
indicated there was still time to provide a revised version of the paper.

Other business

20. Mr Oberreuter (Germany) informed the Group that the Secretariat of the Basel Convention was
developing classification criteria for chemical wastes which were significantly different from those in the
GHS. He proposed to contact the Secretariat to see what could be done to solve this problem.

Date and location of the next meeting

21. Following Mr. Benassai=s offer on behalf of ANPA, the next meeting was set for 2-3 November
2000 in Rome. Mr. Oberreuter conveyed Germany=s offer to host the May 2001 meeting in Berlin. Another
offer to host the meetings was also made by Dr. Fasey on behalf of the UK.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Mr. Benassai Sergio, Chairman UN CETDG, Agenzia Nazionale per la Protezione dell' Ambiente,
Via V. Brancati 48, Roma 00144, Italy.
Tel:  39 06 5007 2573.  Fax:  39 06 5007 2584.  E-Mail:  benassai@anpa.it

Dr. Berggren Elisabet, European Chemicals Bureau, Joint Research Centre, TP 581, 21020 Ispra
(VA), Italy.
Tel: 39 0332 789065. Fax: 39 0332 789963. E-Mail: elisabet.berggren@jrc.it

Ms. Bernardini Francesca, Secretariat, UN/ECOSOC Committee of Experts on the Transport of
Dangerous Goods, UN/ECE, Transport Division, Room 414, Palais des Nations, 1211Geneva 10,
Switzerland.
Tel: 41 22 917 2463. Fax: 41 22 917 0039. E.mail: francesca.bernardini@unece.org

Dr. Cerf Jacques, Union Carbide Canada, Suite 360, 7400 Les Galeries D=Anjou, Anjou, Quebec
H1M 3M2, Canada.
Tel.:  1 514 493 2669.  Fax:  1 514 493 2618.  E-Mail:  cerfj1@ucarb.com

Dr. Clarke-Sturman Anthony, Product Stewardship, Shell International Petroleum Company Ltd,
Strategy and Business Services, (CONCAWE, IPIECA), OBMF/4 Shell Centre, London SE1 7NA,
United Kingdom.
Tel: 44 171 934 3443. Fax: 44 171 934 6014. E.mail: tony.a.Clarke-Sturman@opc.shell.com

Ms. Ericsson Gunilla, National Chemicals Inspectorate (KEMI), P.O. Box 1384, 171 27 Solna,
Sweden.
Tel:  46 8 783 1155. Fax: 46 8 783 1155. E-Mail: gunillae@kemi.se

Mr. Fasey Andrew , Chemicals Policy Division, Health Directorate, Health and Safety Executive,
Rose Court, 2 Southwark Bridge, London, SE1 9HS, United Kingdom.
Tel: 44 207 717 6301. Fax: 44 297 717 6221. E.mail: andrew.fasey@hse.gsi.gov.uk

Mr. Galves Jose Antonio , Advogados Associados (representing Brazilian Chemical Industries),
Rua Francisco Arvani, 181, Santo Amaro, S.P. Capital, Brazil.
Tel: 11 246 8945 / 521 3831. E.mail: jagalves@stivip.com.br

Mr. Fukuda Kazuhiko, Chief Manager, Environment and Safety Department, Showa Denko K.K.,
13-9, Shiba Dazmon 1-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-8518, Japan.
Tel: 81 3 5470 3104. Fax: 81 3 3436 2625. E-Mail: kazuhiko_fukuda@sdk.co.jp

Mr. Green Reg, Health, Safety and Environment Officer, International Federation of Chemical,
Energy Mine and General Worker= Unions (ICEM), Avenue Emile de Beco 109, B-1050, Bruxelles,
Belgium.
Tel: 32 2 626 2020. Fax: 32 2 648 4316. E.mail: reg.green@icem.org
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Mr. Haas  Ulrich, (representing IOE), Henkel KGaA, D-401091 Düsseldorf, Germany.
Tel: 49 211 797 9129. Fax: 49 211 798 2477. E-Mail: ulrich.haas@henkel.de

Mr. Halpaap Achim, Senior Programme Coordinator, United Nations Institute for Training and
Research (UNITAR), Geneva Executive Center (GEC), Chemin des Anémones 11-13, 1219
Châtelaine, Geneva.
Tel: 41 22 917 8525. Fax: 1 22 917 8047. E-Mail: achim.halpaap@unitar.org

Ms. Hardeng Solvär, Senior Advisor, Norwegian Pollution Control Authority, P.O. Box 8100
Dep., Oslo N-0032, Norway.
Tel:  47 2257 3400. Fax:  47 2267 6706.  E-Mail: solvar.hardeng@sft.telemax.no

Ms. Havanan Linda, (Observer), Product Regulatory Compliance Manager, Americas, Toxicology
and Regulatory Affairs, Cytec Industries Inc., Five Garret Moutain Plaza, West Patterson, NJ,
07424, USA.
Tel: 1 973 357 3373. Fax: 1 973 357 3057. E.mail:

Ms. Headrick Kim, International Harmonization, Program Development Bureau, Health Canada,
Room 139, Environmental Health Center, Tunney=s Pasture, Address Locator 0801C1, Ottawa,
Ontario K1A 0L2, Canada.
Tel:  1 613 952 9597.   Fax:  1 613 954 2486. E-Mail:  kim_headrick@hc-sc.gc.ca

Ms. Hilgers Geneniève , Procter and Gamble Europe, Temselaan 100, 1853 Strombeek-Bever,
Belgium.
Tel:  32 2 456 2198.  Fax:  32 2 456 2850.  E-Mail:  hilgers.g@pg.com

Mr. Hirsh Paul, Chemical Manufacturers Association, 1300 Wilson Bvd., Arlington, VA 22209,
USA. Tel: 1 703 741 5237. Fax: 1 703 741 6237. E-Mail:  paul_hirsh@cmahq.com

Mr. Holland Stephen, Manager, Hazardous Substances Unit, National Occupational Safety and
Health Commission, 92 Parramatta Road, Camperdown NSW, 2050, GPO Box 58, Sydney NSW
2001, Australia. Tel:  61 2 9577 9426.  Fax:  61 2 9577 9204.  E-Mail:  hollands@nohsc.gov.au

Dr. Jonai Hiroshi, Senior Researcher, Division of Hazard Assessment, National Institute of
Industrial Health, Ministry of Labour, 6-21-1 Nagao Tama-Ku, Kawasaki 214-8585, Japan.
Tel:  81 44 865 6111.  Fax:  81 44 865 6116.  E-Mail:  jonai@niih.go.jp

Dr. Koëter Herman B.W.M , Principal Administrator, Environmental Health and Safety Division,
Environment Directorate, OECD, 2, rue André-Pascal,  75775 Paris Cedex, France.
Tel:  33 1 45 24 9844.  Fax:  33 1 45 24 1675. E-Mail:  herman.koeter@OECD.org

Dr. Kohrman Karen, Human and Environmental Safety Division, General Toxicology
Organization, Procter and Gamble Co., Miami Valley Laboratories, P.O. Box 538707, Cincinnati,
Ohio 45253-8707, USA. Tel:1 513 627 2670. Fax: 1 513 627 1167.  E-Mail:  kohrman.ka@pg.com



ST/SG/AC.10/2000/42
page 9
Annex

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Mr.  Lebsanft Jörg, European Commission DG-Environment, Unit ENV.E.2, Rue de la Loi 200, B-
1049 Brussels, Belgium.
Tel:32 2 29 90402. Fax:32 2 29 56117. E.mail: joerg.lebsanft@cec.eu.int

Ms. Lowe Mary Frances, EPA/Office of Pesticide Programs, Washington D.C., USA.Tel: 1 703
305 5689. Fax: 1 703 308 1850. E.Mail: lowe.maryfrances@epa.gov

Mr. Lu Haiyan, Division Chief, Bureau of Work Safety, State Economic and Trade Commission,
26 Xuanwumen Xidajie, Beijing 100053, P.R. China.
Tel:  8610 631 93552.  Fax:  8610 631 93528. E.mail:haiyanlu@hotmail.com

Mr. Machin William, European Chemical Industries Council (CEFIC), Ave. E. Van Niewenhuyse
4, bte 1, B-1160 Bruxelles, Belgium.
Tel:32 2 676 7277. Fax: 32 2 676 7332. E.mail: wma@cefic.be

Mr. Nash Stephen M., HM/DG Consultant, Corporate Environmental Affairs, Eli Lilly and
Company, Lilly Corporate Center, Indianapolis, IN 46285, USA.
Tel:  1 317 276 3537.  Fax:  1 317 276 1800.  E-Mail:  s.nash@Lilly.com

Dr. Nuessler H.-Dieter, Chairman, Committee Ahazardous Materials@, International Technical
Committee for the Prevention and Extinction of Fire (CTIF), Stolberg Str. 155, D-52068 Aachen,
Germany. Tel: 49 241 944 1100. Fax: 49 241 944 1108. E.mail: nuessler@mail.aachen.de

Mr. Oberreuter Gregor, Dangerous Goods Section, Ministry of Transport, Postfach 200 100,
D-53170 Bonn, Germany.
Tel: 49 228 300 2754. Fax: 49 228 300 3428. E-Mail: gregor.oberreuter@bmvbw.bund.de

Mr. Opem Jon, Adviser, Dept for Environment Data, Pollution and Eco-efficiency, Ministry of
Environment, P.O. Box 8013 Dep, N-0030 Oslo, Norway.
Tel: 47 22 24 58 40. Fax: 47 22 24 95 63. E.mail: op@md. Dep.no

Ms. Pettersson Ingrid, National Chemicals Inspectorate, P.O. Box 1384, S-171 27 Solna, Sweden.
Tel:  46 8 783 1246.  Fax:  46 8 735 76 98. E-Mail:  ingrid.pettersson@kemi.se

Dr. Pratt Iona, Director of Specialists Unit, National Authority for Occupational Safety and Health,
10 Hogan Place, Dublin 2, Ireland.
Tel: 353 1 614 7109. Fax: 353 1 614 7021. E-Mail:  iona@hsa.ie

Mr. Puiatti Roque ,  Health and Safety Inspector, Regional Office/RS,  Ministry of Labour, Av.
Mauà, 1013 - 3°andar, Porto Alegre, RS, Brazil
Tel: 55 51 228 6544. Fax: 55 61 224 3538/222 4250/388 1036.E-Mail: rpuiatti@via -rs.net

Dr. Ricciardone Marie D., Foreign Affairs Officer, Office of Environmental Policy, US
Department of State, Washington DC 20520. USA.
Tel: 202-647-9799. Fax: 202-647-5947.  E.Mail: RicciardoneMD@State.gov.
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S-11485 Stockholm, Sweden.
Tel:  46 878 38 000. Fax: 46 866 36 323. E-Mail:  arm@chemind.se

Dr. Roelfzema Henk , Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport, Parnassusplein 5, 2511 VX Den
Haag, [Postbus 20350, 2500 EJ Den Haag], The Netherlands.
Tel:  31 70 340 6965.  Fax:  31 70 340 5087.  E-Mail:  h.roelfzema@minvws.nl

Dr. Savard Jacques, Director Regulatory Affairs, Transport Dangerous Goods, Transport Canada,
Place de Ville, Tower C, 330 Sparks Standards., 9th floor, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0N5, Canada.
Tel:  1 613 990 1154.  Fax:  1 613 993 5925.  E-Mail:  savarjj@tc.gc.ca

Mr. Sedlak Richard, (representing IOE), Coordinating Committee on International Harmonization,
Soap and Detergent Association; 475 Park Ave. South, New York, NY 10016, USA.
 Tel: 1 212 725 1262. Fax: 1 212 213 0685. E-Mail: rsedlak@sdahq.org

Ms. Silk Jennifer, Director, Office of Technical Programs and Coordination Activities, US OSHA,
200 Constitution  Ave. NW, Room N3653, Washington DC 20210, USA.
Tel: 1 202 693 2110. Fax: 1 202 693 1644. E-Mail: jennifer.silk@osha-no.osha.gov

Dr. Stober Judy, Executive Secretary, Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety, World Health
Organization, CH-1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland.
Tel: +41 22 791 36 50/43 33. Fax: +41 22 791 48 75. Email : ifcs@who.ch

Ms. Sundquist Anna-Liisa, Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, P.O. Box 536, SF-33101
Tampere, Finland.
Tel: 358 3 2608 443. Fax: 358 3 2608 425. E-Mail: anna-liisa.sundquist@stm.vn.fi

Dr. Todd Phil, Zeneca Agrochemicals, Fernhurst, Haslemere, Surrey, UK.
Tel: 44 1428 655 139. Fax: 44 1428 657 130.  E-Mail: phil.todd@aguk.zeneca.com

Prof. Dr. Wettig Klaus , Federal Institute for Health Protection of the Consumers, D-14191 Berlin,
Thielallee 88,  Germany.
Tel: 030-84125866.  Fax: 030-84123264.  E.Mail: K-Wettig@bgvv.de

Mr. Wright Michael J., Director of Health, Safety and Environment, United Steelworkers of
America (USWA), 5 Gateway Center, Pittsburgh, PA 15222, USA.
Tel: 1 412 562 2581. Fax: 1 412 562 2584. E-Mail: mwright@uswa.org
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