Media Lines
Proximity to Public Transportation in Canada’s Metropolitan Areas
Release: June 2, 2020

Issue

On June 2, 2020, Statistics Canada releases data on proximity to public transportation. This is
the first time that proximity to transit has been measured across all metropolitan areas of
Canada. This information was collected in support of Sustainable Development Goal Indicator
11.2.1 - Convenient access to public transportation.

Time periods covered will be as follows:
e proximity data from Fall-Winter 2019, using 2016 Census of Population data.
e commuting mode and duration data from May 2016 Census.

This information focusses on urban infrastructure and will enable evaluation of the differences
across large cities in Canada, leading to improved decision-making.

Key messages

e OnlJune 2, Statistics Canada releases information related to proximity to public
transportation, mode and duration of commute to work in collaboration with
Infrastructure Canada.

e This is the first time proximity to transit information has been released for all
metropolitan areas of Canada.

e Statistics Canada produces high-quality statistics to inform Canadians and policymakers
on a range of issues. This new information will be valuable for public infrastructure
planning, providing insight into the differences across large cities in Canada to support
improved decision-making.

e The ability to compare across all cities is unique and long-awaited data that will help
evaluate how the lives of millions of Canadians can be improved by urban design.

e As Canada’s cities continue to grow, a better understanding of transit systems will
contribute to better planning for the future of urban public transportation.

Background

The mode and duration of commute data in this release were previously published as part of
the 2016 Census Program, and are reproduced here to add useful content when considering



access to public transportation. These data provide a useful summary of the ways people travel
to work in large cities. Given that these data have been published previously, they are not the
focus of this release.

Spokespersons

Statistics Canada:
English/French: Tim Werschler (613-325-8700) (avec supporte de son équipe)
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English: Josh Hobbs joshua.hobbs@canada.ca
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Media Relations

Phone: 613-951-4636
Email: statcan.mediahotline-ligheinfomedias.statcan@canada.ca

Preparations and Approvals

Reviewed by:

Michael Jacino, Director, Strategic Communications and Stakeholder Relations
Janice Keenan, Director General, Communications Branch

Alice Born, Director, Statistical Geomatics Centre

Tom Dufour, Director General, Strategic Data Management

Approved by:

Jacques Fauteux, Assistant Chief Statistician, Strategic Engagement

André Loranger, Assistant Chief Statistician, Analytical Studies, Methodology, Statistical
Infrastructure

Anil Arora, Chief Statistician of Canada


mailto:joshua.hobbs@canada.ca
mailto:statcan.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.statcan@canada.ca

