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Introduction

1. GHS generally prescribes section 1.4.10.4.2.8 h a't pictograms fAshoul d
bl ack symbol on a white background with a red f
operations for global distribution are often characterized by high output production of

continually varying productsin these masproduction scenarios,ripters are required

which are highly reliable, simple, fast and resistant to chemical environments. The
predominantviable printing technology consists of omelor, thermal ribborprinters. Tle

combination of the red frame requirement with the -ooler printer infrastructure

necessitates the use pffe-printed red frames on label stockhis stock isthen custom

printed in blackink with applicable hazard symboigsside the framesplus produt

identifiersandall other components required foompliantGHS labelling

2. The foregoing scenario is addressed by the use of label stock with multiple red
pictogram frames, for example four red frames. Depending on the product which is being
packagedthere may béewerhazards than the number of pictogram frames. This results in
unused pictogram frames which do not have a hazard symbol inside them. GHS does not
address the presence of unused frames on a Magbtnaland regionaimplementations

tend to prohibit empty framesDGAC is concerned by one alternative which is to
completely obliterate a frame, with a resulting black diamond the size of the other
pictograms. We believe this is unsightbgnfusing,and may be misinterpreted thateal

hazard has beembscured Blacking outblank pictogramdgs especially detrimentafor
cosmeticspharmaceuticals, medical supplipgrsonal care itenadfood related poducts

for which positivepublic perception is paramount.

3. DGAC agrees that red frameare beneficial and that they should not be empty.

Industry hasintermittently solved the issueb y printing a text such as
SYMBOL,ofil NTENTI ONALLY irBdtiagdtker alterrmtives, such as waffle

screenpatterns,to fill in the unused franse to date without significant issuegobally.

Ot her symbol s,-0omaeami mg fan odcaudhpe pibed. cThebSuke O ,

Committee is invited to consider whatwgions would be appropriate

Please recycle @
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Discussion

4, DGAC represents many medium sized camips that typically have over 200 ene
color printers currently in use for printing labels across global operations. A single physical
site may actually have as many&sor more printers. Each of these printers would have

to be replaced with eolour printer to print pictograms with red frame bordefsreview of

a typical medium size company has shown that they print 3.275 million labels annually
across 4 physical locations (>800,000 labels printed per sifd)e compliance cost for
larger compang i s much greater. Based on a range of m
estimated initial cost to comply with the new provisions for each company is between $2.4
and $3.6 million. There is also a significant cost to prematurely retire and dispose df tens o
thousands of existing oneolour printers. Not only would there be a financial and
environmental cost associated with the disposal of the printers, there would also be similar
costs associated with disposing of the unused inventories of their unigtiegpsupplies

such as ink, cartridgepre-printed label stocketc., and the related packaging for these
supplies.

5. DGAC believesit is not a universally viable option to obtaiolour printers to print

the red frames on individual labels. Our expeee has shown that currently available
colour printers have not proven to be durable enough to reliably print a high volume of
labels.We have no data to show that reliable printers capable of reasonably meeting this
expectation are available that coulddsectively relied upon.

6. The most efficient method gdroviding red frames on labels is to use 4printed

label stocks. This is a common practice for DGAC member companies manufacturing in or

shipping intoor out ofEurope, China, Singapore, BraZilkiwan and other countries where

these GHS requirements have previously been implemented. Tpemes label contains

a sufficient number of blank red frames to accommodate the maximum number of hazard

symbols that may be needed for the varietguiifsances andnixtures for whichthe label

stock is to be usedVhen a label is then prepared for a particular commodity, pictogram

symbols are printed in black ink within the pyminted red diamonds. In the case of

substances and mixtures which present felazards than the number of blank frames

provided, unneeded frames are popul ated with tex
Symbol 6 or Al ntentionally Left Bl an&ard in the |
populatedwith other screening patteimages. This is effective, efficient, and makes use of

reliable existing, oneolor printers.Our experience has shown these methods to be

comprehensible and effective in communicating the critical hazard information

communicated on the label.

7. The alternateuse ofmultiple, different label stocksvith fewer pictogramss alsoan
inefficient option to eliminate blank pictograntor every four pictogram label option, five
different label stocks would be needed for no pictogram, one pictogram, two pictogram,
three pictogram and four pictogram optioMultiple label stocksare more costly to
purchase, requiradditional inventory storage, and cause additional production reupset
with associatedabour. Adding additionalprintersdedicated tepecific label sicksis also
extremely costly anthcreasesabourandlabourcosts The use of different label stocksd
printersto satisfy different numbers of pictograms causefgnificantincreasdn supplies,
labourand/or capital investment.

8. We are concernedhat in some casesomprehensibility would be adversely
impacted by the full obliteration of empty pictograms. This is unsightly and may cause
users to speculate as to what information has been coveradeuguggest that in the
interest of promotingbettes comprehension and understandirggeneral statemerite
added to the GHS publication thafternatives to blank pictograms are acceptable



UN/SCEGHS/25/INF.7

including a variety of currentnethodswhich areviable for existing infrastructurand
technology

Proposal

9. DGAC invites the views of the sutommittee on the following alternatives
lllustrations are given in the Annex.

(&) Obliterated frames
() Al ntentionally Blanko or other text.
(c)  Symbol understood to convey no hazard

(d)  Partially obliterated frames.
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Annex

U N 3077 Chemical Name

WARNING!
ENVIRONMENTALLY HAZARDOUS Hazaro StaTeMent(s)
SUBSTANCE, SOLID, N.O.S. Harmiul if swallowed.
(chemical name) Causes skin imitation

Causes serious eye imitation.

May cause an allergic skin reaction.
May cause respiratory irritation.
May cause damage to organs.

Net Weight (KG) 50.0

PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENT

Prevention
Wash hands thoroughly after handling
Do not eat, d!'inkorsrml:eumt_:n us'ng_miﬁ product. i

9 P

Wear pi gl
Do not breathe dustfumelgasimisth

Chemical number

Use only outdoors or in a well-ventilated area.
Response
Rinse mouth.
IF ON SKIN: Wash with plenty of soap and water.
If skin imitation or rash occurs: Get medical advice/attention.
Take off contaminated clothing and wash before reuse.
IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. Remove contact
lenses, if present and easy to do. Confinue ninsing.
Storage
Store in a well-venti place. Keep tightly closed
Store locked up.
Disposal )
Dispose of toan and disposal faci

C.AS. No. 00000000

Contaminated work clothing should not be allowed out of the workplace.

IF SWALLOWED: Call a POISON CENTER or doctor/physician if you feel unwell.

a_cu:rda'\m with laws and i and product ck

Component (CAS-No.)

+#Chemical name (number)
For additional information on this material, Company name
see safely data sheel Address
address
Company logo Telephone: number

UN 3077 Chemical Name

WARNING!

ENVIRONMENTALLY HAZARDOUS Hazarp STATEMENT(S)
SUBSTANCE, SOLID, N.O.S. Harmful if swallowed.

(chemical name) Causes skin imitation.

Causes serious eye imitation_

May cause an allergic skin reaction.
May cause damage to organs.

Net Weight (KG) 50.0 PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENT
General

Prevention
Wash hands thoroughly after handling.
Do not eat, drink or smoke when using this product.
Wear i i i

Do not breathe dust/fumelgas/mi
Use only outdoors or in a well-ventilated area.

Rinse mouth.

IF ON SKIN: Wash with plenty of soap and water.
Chemical number Take ofl contaminaled clahing and wash baor revse.
lenses, if present and easy to do. Confinue rinsing.

Store in a well i place. Keep iner tightly closed.
Store locked up.

00000 Disposal

C.A.S. No.

ooe Dispose of contents/container to an appropriate freatment and disposal
d with laws and

ist/vapors/spray
Contaminated work clothing should not be allowed out of the workplace.

Response
IF SWALLOWED: Call a POISON CENTER or doctor/physician if you feel unwell.

IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. Remove contact

qgul , and product ch
time of disposal.

Component (CAS-No )
#Chemical name (number)

For adiionl nformation on this materi Company name

see safey data sheet Address
address
Company logo Telephone: number
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UN 3077

ENVIRONMENTALLY HAZARDOUS
SUBSTANCE, SOLID, N.O.S.
(chemical name)

Net Weight (KG) 50.0

Chemical number

C.AS. No. 00000000

For addifional information on this material,
see safety data sheel

Company logo

Chemical Name

WARNING!

Causes serious

General

Prevention

HazarD STATEMENT(S)

Hammful if swallowed.

Causes skin imitation.
imitation.
May cause an allergic skin reaction.
May cause respiratory irritation.
May cause damage fo organs.

[PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENT
General

‘Wash hands thoroughly after handling.
Do not eat, drink or smoke when using this product.

Res;

viace

Use only outdoors or in a well-ventilated area.

Response
IF SWALLOWED: Call a POISON CENTER or doctor/physician if you feel unwell.
Rinse mouth.

IF ON SKIN: Wash with plenty of soap and water.

If skin irritation or rash occurs: Get medical advice/attention_

Take off contaminated clothing and wash before reuse.

IF IN EYES: Rinse cautiously with water for several minutes. Remove contact
lenses, if present and easy to do. Continue rinsing.

Company name
Address
address

Telephone: number

Store in a well ilated place. Keep tightly closed.
Store locked up.
Dispose of fo an and disposal facility in
with laws and and product ch L at
time of disposal.
Co nt (CAS-No.

#Chemical name (number)




