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1.
The CEVNI Expert Group held its eighteenth meeting on 9 October 2012 back-to-back with the fifty-sixth session of the Working Party on Inland Water Transport (SC.3, 10–12 October 2012).

2.
The meeting was attended by Mr. R. Vorderwinkler (Austria), Ms. N. Dofferhoff-Heldens (Netherlands), Ms. V. Ivanova (Russian Federation), Mr. Petar Margic (Danube Commission, hereafter DC), Ms. P. Brückner (Moselle Commission, hereafter MC), Mr. Ž. Milkovic (International Sava River Basin Commission, hereafter Sava Commission), Ms. M. Novikov, Ms. V. Blanchard (UNECE). 

3.
Mr. G. Pauli (Central Commission for the Navigation of the Rhine) was not able to attend the meeting. 

4. 
The following items were discussed:

I.
Adoption of the minutes of the seventeenth meeting (CEVNI EG/2012/5, 
CEVNI EG/2012/6).


II.
General exchange of information.

III.
Consideration of amendment proposals to CEVNI (CEVNI EG/2012/3, 
CEVNI EG/2012/4).


IV.
Other business.


V.
Next meeting.


I.
Minutes of the seventeenth meeting

5.
The CEVNI Expert Group considered the minutes of its seventeenth meeting on 19 June 2012, as contained in document CEVNI EG/2012/5 and in the annex to the report of the forty-first session of SC.3/WP.3 (ECE/TRANS/SC.3/WP.3/82) as well as proposals on the minutes submitted by Belgium. It adopted the minutes with due regard to the proposals of Belgium set out in CEVNI EG/2012/6, paras. 1 and 3. The Group decided to consider the proposals contained in paras. 2 and 4 at its next session and requested Belgium to submit a document for consideration of the Group in the English language. 


II. 
General exchange of information

6.
The participants exchanged information on their latest CEVNI-related activities. The following elements were highlighted:



(a) 
Ms. Dofferhoff-Heldens informed the Group that CEVNI was being translated into Dutch. The translation was expected to be completed in the coming months. This would significantly facilitate further work on comparing CEVNI with the national legislation in the Netherlands. 



(b) 
Ms. Brückner informed the Group that the comparison of Rhine and Mosel regulations had been completed. A joint proposal by the MC and CCNR on addressing situations when the provisions on the Mosel and Rhine are different will be drafted and submitted to the Group. 



(c) 
Mr. Vorderwinkler informed that in accordance with the recommendation of the Danube Commission, CEVNI was implemented almost in its integrity in Austria.



(d)
Mr. Margic informed that the DC had adopted navigation rules on the basis of CEVNI. The DC decided to revert to the revision of Chapter 10 on pollution prevention after work on the draft proposal from Austria has been considered by SC.3/WP.3. 



(e)
Mr. Milkovic informed the meeting that the navigation rules on the Sava River were aligned with CEVNI. The local rules are contained in Chapter 11 of the Sava Regulations and relate to specific conditions on the Sava. 


III.
Consideration of amendment proposals to CEVNI

7.
The Expert Group proceeded with considering the remaining amendment proposals contained in document CEVNI EG/2012/3 (paras. 9–36) and CEVNI EG/2012/4 (paras. 20–47) and agreed as follows:


A.
Amendment to article 1.01

8.
Amend section (b), para. (2) of article 1.01 to read:

The term “towed convoy” means any group consisting of one or more vessels, floating establishments or assemblies of floating material towed by one or more motorized vessels, the later latter forming part of the convoy and being known as tugs;


B.
Amendment to article 3.08

9.
Amend para. (2) of article 3.08 to read:

A single motorized vessel may in addition carry by night at the stern a second masthead light placed in the axis of the vessel and at least 3 m higher than the forward light, in such a way that the horizontal distance between these lights is at least three times the vertical distance.  A single motorized vessel more than 110 m long shall be required to carry this second masthead light.


C.
Amendment to article 3.31

10.
Amend article 3.31 to read:

1.
If there are regulations prohibiting unauthorized persons from going on board, the prohibition shall be indicated by:

circular white boards boarded with red, with a red diagonal and a picture of an averting hand in black or, alternatively, by circular white boards bordered with red, with a red diagonal and the figure of a pedestrian in black. The boards shall be placed on the vessel or on the gangway, as circumstances require. By derogation from article 3.03, paragraph 3, they shall be about 60 cm in diameter.

2.
The boards shall be illuminated, as required, so as to be clearly visible at night.


D.
Amendment to article 3.32

11.
Amend article 3.32 to read:

1.
If other regulations prohibit



(a)
smoking;



(b)
using an unprotected light or flame;


on board, the prohibition shall be indicated by circular white boards bordered with red, with a red diagonal and a picture of a burning match or, alternatively, by circular white boards bordered with red, with a red diagonal and a picture of a cigarette emitting smoke.

The boards shall be placed on the vessel or on the gangway, as circumstances require. By derogation from article 3.03, paragraph 3, they shall be about 60 cm in diameter.

2.
By night, the boards shall be illuminated so as to be clearly visible on both sides of the vessel.


E.
Amendment to article 6.03bis

12.
Amend the last sentence of para. 4 of article 6.03bis to read:

This paragraph does shall not apply to small craft in relation to other vessels. 


F.
Amendment to article 6.07

13.
Amend the text after the semicolon in subparagraph 1 (d) (i) of para. 1 of article 6.07 to read:

however, this provision shall not apply between small craft and other vessels small craft in relation to other vessels;

14.
Indent the sentence following para. (d), subparagraph (iii) of article 6.07 to align it under subparagraph (iii).

15.
Amend the sentence following para. (d), subparagraph (iii) to of article 6.07 to read:

This provision does shall not apply to small sailing craft in relation to other vessels. 


G.
Amendment to article 6.30

16.
Amend the text of para. 2 of article 6.30 to read:

Vessels under way in reduced visibility shall proceed at a safe speed as required by the reduced visibility and the presence and movements of other vessels and local circumstances.  They shall use the radiotelephone to give other vessels the necessary information for safety of navigation. Small vessels craft under way in reduced visibility shall use ship–ship channel or the channel prescribed by the competent authorities.


H.
Amendment to article 7.02

17.
Amend the text of para. 2 of article 7.02 to read:

In sections where berthing is prohibited under the provisions of paragraph 1 (a) to (d) above, vessels, assemblies of floating material and floating establishments may berth only in berthing areas marked by one of the signs E.5 to E.7.1 (annex 7) and under the conditions laid down in articles 7.03 to 7.06 below.


I.
Amendments to article 7.08

18.
Amend para. 1 of article 7.08 to read:

An efficient watch shall be kept continuously on board of vessels lying in the fairway and on board of stationary tank vessels carrying dangerous substances.

19.
Amend para. 3 of article 7.08 to read:

An efficient watch shall be kept continuously on board of passenger vessels carrying passengers while passengers are on board. 


J.
New article 7.09

20.
Add article 7.09 entitled “Authorized lateral berthing” reading:

A vessel that is made fast should tolerate that another vessel berths or makes fast alongside her allowing the latter access to the dock, except for loading and unloading operations.


K.
New article 7.10

21.
Add article 7.10 entitled “Cooperation on departure or moving and allowing for space for manoeuvring” reading:

When vessels are berthed side by side, each of them shall provide cooperation if one of them intends to depart or move or if another vessel intends to access the dock for transhipment.


L.
Amendments to chapter 8

22.
Amend the title of chapter 8 to read:

SIGNALING SIGNALLING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

23.
Amend para. 4 (b) of article 8.01 to read:

Extinguish all unprotected lights and flames;


M.
Amendment to annex 3

24.
Amend para. (1.1) of annex 3 to read:

The sketches which follow relate to the signals (marking) provided for in the articles of chapter 3 of CEVNI, but not to those provided for in, or authorized by, the footnotes. 

25.
Replace sketch No. 46 corresponding to night marking of annex 3.2 with the following: 
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26.
Amend the description of sketch No. 48 of annex 3.2 to read:

Article 3.20, paragraph 3: Stationary small craft Small craft stationary offshore.


N.
Amendment to annex 7

27.
Amend the explanatory text for sign E.19 of annex 7 of the Russian version to read:

Плавание гребных судов, которые не являются ни моторными, ни парусными, разрешено.


O.
Amendments to annex 8

28.
Replace the first part of fig. 14 in annex 8, Section IV, para. 3:
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with the following: 
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29.
Restore subtitle A in Section V in the Russian version reading:

A. Обозначение опор мостов (в случае необходимости)
30.
Amend Section VII, para. 2 in the Russian version as follows:

Характер запрещения или ограничения может должен, по мере возможности, обозначаться в письменном виде (например, на картах) и с помощью информации на месте. 

IV.
Other business 

31.
In accordance with the request of the Working Party on the Standardization of Technical and Safety Requirements in Inland Navigation (ECE/TRANS/SC.3/WP.3/82, para. 29), the Group considered the best instrument for including the provisions of CEVNI Chapter 10. It was noted that no proposals had been submitted by Governments on the best possible placing of the provisions of Chapter 10. The Group decided that it was essential to keep basic directions on the collection of waste in CEVNI as Chapter 10. The Group felt that the provisions of the revised Chapter 10 should, however, be limited to obligations of the boatmaster and not provide details of waste management. 

V.
Next meeting

32.
The CEVNI Expert Group agreed on the following preliminary date for its next meeting:

12 February 2012
Nineteenth meeting of the CEVNI Expert Group.
