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Belgium submits below an updated version of its proposals for amendments of the fourth revised edition of the European code for Inland Waterways (CEVNI) in light of their consideration by the CEVNI Expert Group at its 16th session on 14 February 2012 (CEVNI EG/2012/2).
I. Amendment to Chapter 1

A. Amendment to Article 1.01

1. Add a new definition 1 to paragraph (a) of Article 1.01 as follows: 

The term “large vessel” means any vessel other than a small craft;

B. Amendment to Article 1.08
2. Amend paragraph 3 to read:

The requirements set out in paragraph 1 above are considered to be complied with when the ship has a ship’s certificate, issued in accordance with the Recommendations on Harmonized Europe-Wide Technical Requirements for Inland Navigation Vessels (Resolution No. 61), or other recognized ship’s certificate, and when the construction and the equipment of the vessel correspond to the content of the ship’s certificate.
C. Amendment to Article 1.10
3. Amend paragraph 5 to omit the reference to the material to support the required information.

Comment: In practice, metal plates are seldom replaced, even in cases where the data need updating. The advantage of affixing a plasticized copy of the certificate is that it allows to view the integrity of information contained in the certificate and can be easily replaced if lost or deteriorated. 

II. Amendment to Chapter 3

A. Amendment to Article 3.04
4. Comment: Paragraph 3 prescribes

· the need to be large enough to be easily visible,
· the minimal dimensions ensuring sufficient visibility .
Paragraph 4 only repeats the visibility requirement of paragraph 3 notwithstanding the minimal requirements set out in paragraph 3, thus the visibility requirement prevails at all times. The regulations of the Netherlands offer a more direct alternative by 
· prescribing minimal dimensions,

· allowing for smaller dimensions for small craft providing they remain visible at all times.

B. Amendment to Article 3.14
5. Comment: For cases where one or two blue cones are required a possibility to duplicate them is provided for (“The blue cone may be replaced by one blue cone at the bow and one blue cone at the stern of the vessel”). However, when three cones are required, such a possibility is not provided for. If this were made possible for this category, a single mention would suffice to explain this instead of doing this three times in the same article. If so, sketch No. 33 would require to be completed by a similar sketch to 31b and 32b bearing three blue cones twice. 
C. Amendment to Article 3.20
6. Delete in paragraph 3 “other than ship’s boats” and “and 2”

Comment: The current wording of article 3.20 para. 1 stipulates that all vessels shall carry an ordinary white light at a height of at least 3 m. Article 3.20 para. 3 provides for an exception regarding small craft, with the exception, however, of ship’s boats. Yet when ship’s boats are stationed at a certain distance from their vessels, it goes without saying that such ship’s boats should be marked as small craft. In cases where a ship’s boat is stationed in the vicinity of the vessel to which it belongs and does not require marking, this should be stipulated in article 3.20 para. 4.
III. Amendment to Chapter 6

A. Amendment to Article 6.01
7. Disregard our proposal regarding an amendment to article 6.01 to add a definition of a narrow fairway (CEVNI EG/2012/1) as it is given in article 6.07 para. 1. 
B. Amendment to Article 6.02
8. Replace in para. 2 “including high-speed vessels” by “to the exception of high-speed vessels”.

Comment: Thus a high-speed vessel shall always, with no exception, give way to other vessels.
C. Amendment to Article 6.11
9. Add a para. (c) reading “Generally on sections marked by the sign A4 and A4.1 (Annex 7)”.

D. Amendment to Article 6.27
10. Add a para. 3 reading “By derogation from paragraph 2 above, in the case of weirs with an overhead bridge, passage through an opening may also be authorized by: a sign D.1a or D.1b (Annex 7) placed on the bridge above the channel. The sign D.1a indicates that the passage is authorised in both directions, while the sign D.1b prohibits passage of vessels coming from the opposite direction”.

E. Amendment to Article 6.28
11. Amend para. 11 to read: 

On approaching the lock basin and on entering and leaving a lock, high-speed vessels shall move at a speed that will preclude any damage to the locks, to vessels or to floating equipment and that will not cause any danger for the persons on board. 

Comment: As per the definition of a vessel in Article 1.01(a)1, any floating equipment is a vessel. 
12. Add para. 13 to read: 

The provisions of this article also apply to any other types of crossings such as ship lifts and inclined planes. 

F. Amendment to Article 6.28 bis
13. Add para. 5 to read: 

The provisions of this article also apply to any other types of crossings such as ship lifts and inclined planes. 

G. Amendment to Article 6.29
14. Comment: The vessels referred to in para. (a) are those described in article 3.27. Therefore reference should be made to this article. The last sentence of article 6.29 calls for cooperation by other vessels. It should rather be put in a separate para. It is proposed to widen the scope of application to ship lifts and inclined planes.
15. Amend article 6.29 to read:

1. By derogation from article 6.28, paragraph 3, the following shall have priority of passage through locks:
(a) Vessels carrying the sign described in article 3.17;

(b) Vessels carrying the sign described in article 3.27.

2. Any other vessel must provide assistance to vessels referred to in para. 1 above to enable them to enter the lock without setbacks.
3. The provisions of this article also apply to any other types of crossings such as ship lifts and inclined planes

H. Amendment to Article 6.32
16. Comment: In order to establish the right of way, the most important information to be communicated under para. 2 is whether it is a large vessel, small craft or high-speed vessel. Similar rules are applied in the Netherlands.

17. Amend the text of para. 2 to read:

As soon as a vessel proceeding upstream observes oncoming vessels on the radar screen, or when it is approaching a sector where there might be vessels not yet visible on the screen, it shall communicate by radiotelephone to the oncoming vessels its category whether it is a large vessel, small craft or high-speed vessel, its name, direction and position, and agree with these vessels on a procedure for passing.
18. Amend the text of para. 5 to read:

Any vessel navigating by radar and called by radiotelephone shall reply by radiotelephone, giving its category advising whether it is a large vessel, small craft or high-speed vessel, its name, direction and position.  It shall then agree on a passing procedure with the oncoming vessel; a small craft, however, shall only indicate on which side it is giving way.
19. Delete “poussés” from the text of para. 6 of the French version.
I. Amendment to Article 6.33
20. Amend the text of para. 1 (c) to read:

When a vessel is called by radiotelephone from another vessel it shall reply by radiotelephone, giving its category advising whether it is a large vessel, small craft or high-speed vessel, its name, direction and position.  It shall also state that it is not navigating by radar and that it is making for a berthing area.  It shall then agree on a passing procedure with this vessel.
J. Amendment to Article 7.02
21. Amend the text of para. 2 to read:

In sections where berthing is prohibited under the provisions of paragraph 1 (a) to (d) above, vessels, assemblies of floating material and floating establishments may berth only in berthing areas marked by one of the signs E.5 to E.7.1 (annex 7) and under the conditions laid down in articles 7.03 to 7.06 below.
K. Amendment to Article 7.03
22. Amend the text of para. 1 to read:

Vessels, assemblies of floating material or floating establishments may not anchor or use telescopic piles (spuds):
L. Amendment to Article 7.08
23. Delete para. 1

Comment: The way the article is formulated is confusing. Paras. 1 and 2 seem to be intended for vessels carrying dangerous goods. What is the distinction between “efficient watch” and “sufficient watch”? Tank vessels are also vessels and dangerous goods may be carried by vessels other thank tank vessels.
24. Comment: In para. 3 the mention of “passenger vessels carrying passengers” implies that watch is not required when the vessel is stationary with passengers on board. 

25. Amend para. 3 to read:
An efficient sufficient watch shall be kept continuously on board of passenger vessels carrying passengers while passengers are on board. 
26. Delete para. 5 as repeats article 1.02 para. 7.
M. New Article 7.09
27. Berthing rules in Belgium and the Netherlands have three additional articles.

Add article 7.09 entitled “Authorized lateral berthing” reading:
A vessel that is made fast should tolerate that another vessel berths or makes fast alongside her allowing the latter access to the dock, except for loading and unloading operations.
N. New Article 7.10
28. Add article 7.10 entitled “Collaboration on departure or moving and allowing for space for manoeuvring” reading:

When vessels are berthed side by side, each of them shall provide collaboration if one of them intends to depart or move or if another vessel intends to access the dock for transhipment.

O. New Article 7.11
29. Add article 7.11 entitled “Moving to allow for loading or unloading of another vessel” reading:

A vessel made fast which needs not loading or unloading shall move if another vessel requires access in this spot to proceed with loading or unloading operations.

P. Amendment to Article 8.01
30. Move article 8.01 to Chapter 4 as it is a sound signal.
31. In para. 2 delete the words “and a light signal” as any sound signal must be accompanied by light signals (article 4.01 para. 2).
32. Amend para. 4 (b) to read:
Extinguish all unprotected lights and lights;
Q. Amendment to Annex 1
33. Add the Country Code of Slovenia according to ISO ALPHA–2. 

R. Amendment to Annex 2
34. Delete para. 2

Comment: Any scales complying with the provisions of para. 1 may be considered as draught scales. 

S. Amendment to Annex 3.2
35. Delete sketch No. 41
Comment: Article 3.16 para. 4 has been deleted from the fourth revised edition of CEVNI.
36. Amend the description of sketch No. 45 to read:

Article 3.20, paragraph 1 and 4: Vessels directly or indirectly made fast to the bank.
37. Amend sketch 46 to delete the white light from the wheelhouse.

38. Amend the description of sketch No. 46 read:

Article 3.20, paragraph 1: Vessels stationary offshore.

39. Amend the description of sketch No. 47 read:

Article 3.20, paragraph 2: Pushed convoys stationary offshore.

40. Delete sketch No. 48 as article 3.20 applies to any vessel.

41. Replace sketch No. 49 with the following:
	Night
	Sketch
	Day

	[image: image1.bmp]

	49
	

	

	
	

	Article 3.21: Additional marking for stationary vessels carrying out certain transport operations involving dangerous substances. 


42. Replace sketch No. 50 with the following:

	Night
	Sketch
	Day
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	Article 3.21: Additional marking for stationary pushed convoys carrying out certain transport operations involving dangerous substances. 


43. Replace sketch No. 66 with the following:
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	Article 3.31: Boarding prohibited. 


44. Replace sketch No. 67 with the following:
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	Article 3.31: Prohibition of smoking or using an unprotected light or flame. 


45. Add a new sketch No. 69 following sketch No. 68:
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	Article 4.01, paragraph 2: Additional marking for a large motorized vessel giving sound signals. 


T. Amendment to Annex 7
46. Amend the description of sign A.6 to read:

No anchoring or trailing of anchors, cables or chains or using telescopic piles (spuds) (see articles 6.18 and 7.03).
47. Amend the description of sign E.6 to read:

Anchoring (see article 7.03) or trailing of anchors, cables or chains or using telescopic piles (spuds) permitted (see article 6.18).
_________________


