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Historical Review  
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Phase IPhase I

ProjectProject’’s foundation and s foundation and 
first steps of first steps of 

implementationimplementation

Phase IIPhase II

Update, extension, Update, extension, 
further developmentfurther development

• 18 countries involved

• 4 EGM (Almaty 2004, Odessa 
2004, Istanbul 2005, Thessaloniki 

2006) 

• Common methodology, prioritization of 
EATL routes and projects

• Non-physical obstacles addressed

• UNECE-UNESCA Study published

• Ministerial meeting 70th session of the ITC

• EG established 2008-2010

• 27 NFP nominated

• 6 EGM (Geneva, 2008, 2009, 2010,  Istanbul 
2009, Tashkent 2010, Almaty 2011)  - 7th EGM 
Astrakhan, 13-14 October 2011

• 1 sub regional workshop with ECO, Tehran 2009, 

• 2 interregional workshops with BSEC, Istanbul 2009, 
and with OSCE Turkmenbashy 2010,  

• Work based on agreed and focused work plan

• Mandate extended till 
February 2012

• Funding from the Russian Federation

• Part of UNDA project- integration into global 
interregional liks
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EATL Phase I - Prioritization of 
projects

• In total 230 projects were included in Phase I for a 
total value of $ 43 bill.  of which:

- 230 projects – Total value 43 bill. $$
-- 112 road projects / about 13 billion $
- 68 rail projects   / about 23 billion $
- 37 maritime projects /  about 7 billion $

• 50% projects had secured funding (Priority I-
implementation by 2010) representing 50% of 
total cost

15 countries involved
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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE
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Approved results, committed cooperate and implement , agreed to 
continue through setting a monitoring mechanism

Signed a Joint Statement
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Joint Study on Developing EuroJoint Study on Developing Euro--Asian Asian 

Transport Linkages Transport Linkages 

Presents inPresents in--depth evaluation depth evaluation of major land and of major land and 

landland--cumcum--sea transport corridors between Asia and sea transport corridors between Asia and 
Europe and attempts to determine their potential Europe and attempts to determine their potential 
viability; viability; 

Country reportsCountry reports on highway, railway, and inland on highway, railway, and inland 

water transport networks, with relevant details on water transport networks, with relevant details on 
seaport connections for multimodal transport seaport connections for multimodal transport 
operations;operations;

Conclusions and recommendationsConclusions and recommendations;;

Prepared by ECEPrepared by ECE--ESCAP based on inputs from ESCAP based on inputs from 

National Focal Points and support from external National Focal Points and support from external 

consultants; consultants; 

English English –– RussianRussian

7



United Nations Economic Commission for Europe - Tran sport Division

Priority Interregional rail transport and maritime linkages

Interregional transport linkages
UNDA funded global capacity-building project (2003-2007)

ECE-ESCAP-ESCWA-ECA 
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Main tasks of the EATL EG

Monitor and coordinate EATL developments

- Wider geographical coverage;
- Continue projects’ prioritization and 

implementation
- Put emphasis on facilitation  aspects;
- Further develop and update GIS database;
- Compare inland transport options with maritime;
- Promote harmonized legislation and procedures;
- Strengthen capacities of national officials;
- Improve operational performance, including border 
crossing.
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EATL Phase II achievements
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Phase IIPhase II

Update, extension, Update, extension, 
further developmentfurther development 1. SWOT Analysis: Useful information on strong and weak 

points of EATL inland transport links, potential for 
further development and threats;

2. Study transport statistics, flows and trends showed: Rapid growth of 
Europe- Asian trade, increasing inter Asian trade trends;

3. Phase I priority projects reviewed: 54 % completed, 23 % with longer 
implementation time-frame, now part of EATL Phase II);

4. EATL priority routes and EATL ports, transshipment points and terminals: 
Extended to include the 9 newly involved counties;

5. 404 projects proposed - total cost US$ 246 billion. 
- 287 projects along EATL routes with US$ 189 billion cost and 
- 117 projects are of national importance with US$ 57 billion cost;
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EATL Phase II achievements, 
(cont’d)
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Phase IIPhase II

Update, extension, Update, extension, 
further developmentfurther development

6.  Comparison study of Euro-Asian maritime routes with 
selected rail routes: In five out of the nine scenarios, rail 
transport performs better than maritime for both the 
cost and time! 

7. Collection and processing of huge volume of GIS data finalized and web 
based GIS application is ongoing: New GIS maps prepared for the EATL region 
and each country involved.

8. Analytical work on non-physical obstacles to transport along the Euro-Asian 
Transport routes is ongoing. One thousandOne thousand questionnaires have been sent to 
EATL road, rail and combined transport operators, supply chains managers, 
forwarders and important shippers seeking inputs on existing problems and 
potential solutions along the EATL routes used.
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EATL Phase II work plan review  
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EATL Phase II work plan review
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EATL Phase II work plan review
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EATL Phase II work plan review
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3.  Organizing a EATL Meeting of Minister of Transport that woul3.  Organizing a EATL Meeting of Minister of Transport that would endorse the work d endorse the work 
of Phase II of Phase II –– wider disseminate results wider disseminate results –– give political support  give political support  

1.  Conclusions and strategic objectives set clearly indicate th1.  Conclusions and strategic objectives set clearly indicate that there is at there is 
considerable merit in continuing the work in a new Phase III;  considerable merit in continuing the work in a new Phase III;  

2.  Ensuring political commitment and obtaining strong impetus s2.  Ensuring political commitment and obtaining strong impetus seems essential;eems essential;

4. A 4. A country should host and support it;country should host and support it;

5.  Partial funding for the continuation beyond 2010 has been en5.  Partial funding for the continuation beyond 2010 has been ensured from the sured from the 
Government of the Russian Federation;Government of the Russian Federation;

8.  UNESCAP more active participation is highly desirable8.  UNESCAP more active participation is highly desirable

6.  OSCE, BSEC, ECO cooperation and contribution is expected to 6.  OSCE, BSEC, ECO cooperation and contribution is expected to continue since continue since 
additional funding would be required;additional funding would be required;

7.  Ways and means for closer links and interaction with TEM and7.  Ways and means for closer links and interaction with TEM and TER Projects TER Projects 
should be identified and promoted; should be identified and promoted; 

Issues for consideration
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1.1. Request WP.5, and through it, the ITC to approve the extension of the EATL 
Group of Experts for 2 more years with possibility of further extension in order to 
allow the group to continue its work in a new EATL Phase III ;  ;  

2. 2. Thank the Government of the Russian Federation for funding the EATL
work throughout the whole Phase II of the project and for its readiness to 
continue funding it beyond 2010.

3. 3. Seek political support and commitment from participating governments for the 
continuation of the EATL work in a new Phase III through the organization of a 
meeting of Ministers of Transport of EATL counties , and invite UNECE 
secretariat to organize it in 2012 in one EATL member country that would be 
ready to host and support it. 
4. Thank OSCE for its political support and co-funding some of the activities 
of the project in the course of the last two years, and invite it to consider 
continuing and further strengthening its support in  future , in close 
cooperation with UNECE secretariat.

Decisions taken by the EG 
6th EATL EGM, Almaty, July 2011

(1/2)
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5.5. Invite the Steering Committees of the TEM and TER P rojects and UNECE 
secretariat to explore practical ways ensuring operational interaction of the 
TEM and TER Projects with EATL for developing joint activities, elaborating 
studies and organizing joint events and initiatives aimed at promoting common 
objectives, for the benefit of the projects and their member counties.

6. Invite governments, international governmental and non-governmental 
organization, IFIs, businesses and donors to consid er co-funding future 
project activities.

7. Invite UNESCAP secretariat to take an active role i n future work of the 
Expert Group in close cooperation with UNECE secretariat.      

Decisions taken by the EG 
6th EATL EGM, Almaty, July 2011)

(2/2)

WP.5 is requested to consider and support these decisions
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Thank you!Thank you!

http://live.unece.org/trans/welcome.htmlhttp://live.unece.org/trans/welcome.html
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