
Transport trends and challenges 
in the road sector

UNECE Working Party on 
Transport Trends and Economics 

Geneva, 7 September 2010

UNECE UNECE Working Party on Working Party on 
Transport Trends and EconomicsTransport Trends and Economics

Geneva, 7 September 2010Geneva, 7 September 2010

Jens Hügel 
Head – Sustainable Development 
Jens HJens Hüügelgel 
Head Head –– Sustainable DevelopmentSustainable Development

Informal document No 3
Agenda item 6b



Page Page 22 ©© International Road Transport Union (IRU) 2010International Road Transport Union (IRU) 2010

This This isis the IRUthe IRU
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Evolution of IRU MembershipEvolution of IRU Membership

CreatedCreated 
19481948

National Associations National Associations 
from 8 founding countriesfrom 8 founding countries

BelgiumBelgium DenmarkDenmark FranceFrance NetherlandsNetherlands

NorwayNorway SwedenSweden UKUK SwitzerlandSwitzerland

2010 2010 
180 Members180 Members 
74 Countries74 Countries
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Impact of the Economic Crisis 
on Road Transport in 2009 
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• International road freight 
transport output (t/km) was 
down by 25 to 35%; 

• Revenue development in 
international transport 
decreased by 25 to 35%; 

• Driver employment has 
decreased by more than 10%.
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A large number of companies 
faced financial difficulties! 

A large number of companies 
faced financial difficulties!

Number of bankruptcies in the road transport Number of bankruptcies in the road transport 
sector increased by at least 20% in 2009! sector increased by at least 20% in 2009! 
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Economic Crisis Jan- July 2010 
IRU Questionnaire
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Transport output (national +10%, int. unchanged)

Costs (0% to +10%)

Freight Rates 

Revenue Development 

Employment (driver unchanged, office staff -10%)
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Economic Crisis Jan- July 2010 
IRU Questionnaire
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Insolvencies 

Access to credit 

Reluctance to invest 

Return to normal growth rates in 2011

Fragile growth with a lot of uncertainties.  Fragile growth with a lot of uncertainties.  
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Vehicle production in the Vehicle production in the 
European UnionEuropean Union
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Base Forecast

Index 2005 - 1st Quarter 2010 - 1st Quarter 2011 - 2nd Quarter

Category Index Value Index Value Index Value

Road Freight Transport 
(Million tonnes)

100.0 3960.2 102.5 4059.2 103.6 4104.6

GDP ($ Billion) 100.0 2932 103.6 3036.1 104.6 3067.9 

Truck Registration (Nb 
Registration)

100.0 94633 62.2 58859 62.89 59517

road freight

GDP

truck registrationsVehicle sales decreased Vehicle sales decreased 
by more than 40%!by more than 40%!
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Long Term perspective
Key driver – world population

Long Term perspective
Key driver – world population



Page Page 1010 ©© International Road Transport Union (IRU) 2010International Road Transport Union (IRU) 2010Source: Source: ProgTransProgTrans 20092009

Transport development lags 
behind in Europe! 

Transport development lags Transport development lags 
behind in Europe!behind in Europe!
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Transport development
is forging ahead in China!

Transport developmentTransport development
is forging ahead in China!is forging ahead in China!
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Global economic trends Global economic trends -- 
BRIC countriesBRIC countries
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IRU

China

IRU

India

IRU

Russia

IRU

Brazil

road freight

GDP

truck registrations

Driving engine of economic recovery Driving engine of economic recovery –– 
The BRIC countries!The BRIC countries!
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IRU Resolution on the impact of the 
economic crisis on road transport 

IRU Resolution on the impact of the 
economic crisis on road transport

© International Road Transport Union (IRU) 
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IRU Resolution – 
Strategy for Governments
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• Rejecting neo-protectionism 
• Reducing costs
• Restoring credit
• Revising insolvency rules
• Reinvesting in roads
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Future Trends at a glance  Future Trends at a glance  

Economic crisis Economic crisis –– turning a challenge turning a challenge 
into future opportunities!into future opportunities!
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Road Freight Transport: Interconnecting every Road Freight Transport: Interconnecting every 
business and every transport mode between business and every transport mode between 
Europe and Asia Europe and Asia –– Focus on the CaucasusFocus on the Caucasus
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