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1.
The decisions indicated below were taken by the CEVNI expert group consisting of: Mr Reinhard VORDERWINKLER (Austria, Chairman of the Group); Mr. Peter MARGIC (Danube Commission); Mr. Željko MILKOVIC (Sava Commission); Mr. Guy TOYE (European Boating Association); Mr. Viatcheslav NOVIKOV (UNECE secretariat).


I.
Implementation of the revised CEVNI

2.
It was recalled that the Working Party on Inland Water Transport (SC.3), at its fifty third session, had decided to maintain the informal working group on CEVNI and renamed it as the “CEVNI expert group”, to be composed of the representatives of the River Commissions and interested Governments. It had charged the Group with monitoring the implementation of the new CEVNI by Governments and River Commissions and examining future amendment proposals to it (ECE/TRANS/SC.3/183, para. 13).

3
The Group asked the secretariat to circulate to member Governments concerned and River Commissions the questionnaire on the implementation of CEVNI in three parts: (i) deviations from CEVNI in accordance with Chapter 9; (ii) deviations other than those listed in Chapter 9; and (iii) additional requirements complementing CEVNI provisions.

4.
The questionnaire should be circulated with an accompanying letter of the secretariat explaining the purpose of the exercise and the deadline for responses. It was understood that Governments who are members of River Commissions would be invited to give responses concerning only their national inland waterways, not subject to relevant international regime, while the River Commission’s secretariats would be invited to complete the questionnaire with regard to rules applied to the international waterways concerned. 

5.
It was agreed that the future CEVNI status document based on the responses from Governments and River Commissions would constitute a new UNECE instrument, separate from CEVNI, that would be periodically updated.


II.
Future amendments to CEVNI

6.
The Group found that signs 66 “Boarding prohibited” and 67 “Prohibition of smoking or using an unprotected light or flame” in Annex 3 of CEVNI should be supplemented with sketches 1 and 2 in Appendix 3 of the Recommendations on Harmonized Europe-Wide Technical Requirements for Inland Navigation Vessels (Resolution No. 61), respectively, thus providing for a possible alternative marking.

7.
The Group agreed to recommend the Working Party to include in CEVNI Annex 7 “Informative signs and marking” an additional sign E.25 “Electrical power supply available” as suggested by the Netherlands in Informal document No. 1 (for amendment of SIGNI). The Group felt that there was no need for a second sign proposed by the Netherlands accompanied with a panel giving the parameters of the electrical supply available.

8.
The Group noted that the text of the 1985 Resolution No. 24 reproduced in ECE/TRANS/SC.3/115/Rev.4 was outdated (requesting, for example, Governments to report on implementation of the Resolution by 1 July 1987). It was agreed to recommend SC.3/WP.3 to revise the text of the resolution and give it a new number.

9.
A misprint was noted also in paragraph 6 of Chapter 9 that was to be rectified, i.e.: 

•
In paragraph 6 the words “para. 1” should be deleted;

•
Subparagraph 6(b) should be redrafted to read: “The competent authorities may prescribe red lights (or cones) instead of blue lights (or cones)”.

10.
The representative of the Sava Commission informed the Group that his organization had developed a waterway sign “Winter harbour” (“Зимовник”), and offered to make it available for consideration with a view to its possible inclusion in Annex 7 of CEVNI.

