
 
 

 

 

UN/SCETDG/30/INF.8 
 

COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON THE TRANSPORT OF 
DANGEROUS GOODS AND ON THE GLOBALLY 
HARMONIZED SYSTEM OF CLASSIFICATION 
AND LABELLING OF CHEMICALS  
 
Sub-Committee of Experts on the 
Transport of Dangerous Goods 
 
Thirtieth session 
Geneva, 4-12 (a.m.) December 2006 
Item 10 of the provisional agenda 
 
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

Application for consultative status by the International Organization of Aluminium Aerosol Container 
Manufacturers (AEROBAL) 

 
1. The secretariat reproduces below information received from the International Organisation of 
Aluminium Aerosol Container Manufacturers (AEROBAL) requesting consultative status as a non-
governmental organization for participation on the work of the Sub-Committee of Experts on the Transport 
of Dangerous Goods. 
 
2. The Sub-Committee is invited to decide whether AEROBAL may participate in its work with a 
consultative status. 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organisational status, governing bodies,  
members, geographical distribution 

 
 
Organisational status: 
 
AEROBAL is a non-registered international organisation. It is a non-profit organisation. The 
office is located in Düsseldorf (Germany). Membership is voluntary and limited to 
international manufacturers of aluminium aerosol containers. 
 
AEROBAL is the only organisation which can speak on behalf of the international aluminium 
aerosol can industry and represent its interests. 
 
 
Governing bodies: 
 
AEROBAL President: Mr. Emmanuel Perret (representing Exal (USA) and Boxal (F)) 
AEROBAL Vice-President: Mr. Takaaki Takeuchi (representing Alucon (THAI)) 
 
 
Members: 
 
Alucon, Thailand 
Alcan Packaging Cebal, Czech Republic 
Alcan Packaging Cebal, France 
Alcan Packaging Cebal, Spain 
Alcan Packaging Cebal, UK 
Boxal, France 
Boxal, Netherlands 
CCL Container, Canada 
CCL Container, USA 
CCL Container, Mexico 
Euro Asia Packaging, China 
Exal, USA 
Exal, Argentina 
Metalum, Turkey 
Nussbaum, Switzerland 
Nussbaum, Germany 
Tuba Embalaza, Slovenia 
Tubettificio Europeo, Italy 
Tubex, Germany 
 
 

Secretariat: 
Am Bonneshof 5 
40474 Düsseldorf 
Germany 

 +49 211 4796-144 
Fax +49 211 4796-25141 
e-mail: aerobal@aluinfo.de 
website : http://www.aerobal.org  

International Organisation  
of Aluminium Aerosol  
Container Manufacturers AEROBAL  



 
Geographical distribution: 
 
The plants of our members are located in the follwing countries: Argentina, Canada, China, 
Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Mexico, Netherlands, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, 
Thailand, Turkey, United Kingdom, USA. 
 
So AEROBAL covers major players from Europe, North America, South America and Asia 
which are the most important producer regions in the world. 
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WORKING RULES 

 
 

International Organisation of Aluminium Aerosol Container Manufacturers 
 

(AEROBAL) 
 
 
1.  Name, office, legal status 
 
The name of the organisation is 
 

“International Organisation of Aluminium Aerosol Container Manufacturers (AEROBAL)”. 
 
The Organisation is based in Düsseldorf. It is a non-registered, non-profit organisation. 
 
The business year shall be the calendar year. 
 
 
2.  Objects 
 
The objects of the Organisation shall be: 
 
2.1. to promote the use of aluminium aerosol containers 
 
2.2  to act in the general interest of the international aluminium aerosol container industry. 
 
2.3. to collect, disseminate and maintain statistics and other information concerning any matters 

affecting the international aluminium aerosol container industry. 
 
2.4. to exchange scientific, technical, economic, environmental and legal information. 
 
2.5. to keep and improve contacts between the various branches of the aerosol industry. 
 
2.6. to establish official relationship with corresponding organisations in other parts of the world. 
 
2.7. to make representations on behalf of the international aluminium aerosol container industry. 
 
All Organisation activities to achieve these objects and any agreement amongst members and 
between members and their suppliers or customers are only allowed under the condition that they 
are legally permissible. 
 
 
3.  Membership 
 
3.1. Membership of the Organisation shall be open to all companies engaged in the production of 

aluminium aerosol containers.  
 
3.2. Applications for membership shall be in writing (by letter, fax or email). 
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3.3. All members shall have the same rights and obligations. 
 
3.4 Members are obliged to participate in the Organisation’s statistics. 
 
3.5 Members shall actively support the Organisation in its operation and refrain from any 

activity contrary to these Working Rules or which might jeopardize the achievement of the 
Organisation’s objectives. 

 
3.6.  Members are obliged to pay the annual membership fee in form of a financial contribution. 
 
3.7. Members may be expelled from the Organisation, if they contravene, with malice 

aforethought, the interests of the Organisation. 
 
3.8. Membership ends 

- on the dissolution of the Organisation 
- on the dissolution of the member company 
- on the resignation of the member company 
- on expulsion of the member company by the General Assembly 
- if the member company has not met its financial obligation 

 
3.9. Members may resign from the Organisation at the end of any calendar year provided they 

give six months notice in writing to the Secretariat (by letter, fax or email). All obligations 
to the Organisation shall be met up to the effective date of such resignation. Any resigning 
member shall lose all its rights as a member of the Organisation as from the date of  
termination of membership. 

 
 
4.  Organisation 
 

The affairs of the Organisation shall be conducted by the General Assembly, the President 
and the Secretary General. 

 
4.1. General Assembly 
 
4.1.1. Each member may be represented in the General Assembly. The General Assembly shall be 

duly convened in writing (ordinary mail, fax, e-mail) subject to a term of at least 30 days. 
The General Assembly shall meet at least once a year. Extraordinary meetings of the 
General Assembly may be held at the request of at least one fifth of the members upon 
giving 30 days notice to the Secretariat and stating the nature of the business to be raised at 
such a meeting. The quorum for any meeting of the General Assembly shall be reached 
when the rules for its convention are fulfilled. 

 
4.1.2 In case a member cannot attend the General Assembly, he can still vote by giving his 

position in writing to the AEROBAL Secretariat at least 48 hours before the meeting. 
 
4.1.3. The power of the General Assembly is as follows: 
 

 alteration of the articles of the Organisation 
 

 decisions on subscriptions and annual membership fees 
 

 approval of the general annual budget and the statement of account 
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 approval of the activity programme 

 
 election of the President and the Vice-President 

 
 approval of AEROBAL joining other Associations 

 
 exclusion or acceptance of members 

 
 designation of working committees 

 
 decision on the dissolution of the Organisation 

 
 
4.2.  Presidency 
 
4.2.1. The AEROBAL President and Vice-President shall be elected normally for two years with 

effect from the date of the General Assembly when elected with the possibility of re-
election. 

 
4.2.2. The President or, in his absence the Vice-President, shall chair the meeting of the General 

Assembly. 
 
4.2.3 The President shall be entrusted with the power of day-to-day management of the 

Organisation and such other powers as may be conferred upon it by the General Assembly  
 
4.2.4 It will be allowed to delegate tasks related to the day-to-day management to special working 

groups of the Organisation or to the Secretary General. 
 
 
4.3.  Secretary General 
 
4.3.1. The Secretary General shall be appointed by the General Assembly upon recommendation 

of the President. The General Assembly is also empowered to replace the Secretary General. 
 
4.3.2. The Secretary General shall be responsible to the President and shall ensure that proper 

records are kept of all Organisation meetings. The Secretary General can also be entrusted 
by the President with the execution of certain tasks related to the day-to-day management of 
the Association such as 

 
 systematic collection of all relevant data 

 
 co-ordination of member information and advice 

 
 organisation and minuting of meetings  

 
 presentation of annual accounts 

 
 presentation of current budgets 
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4.3.3. Within the frame of the Organisation’s budget the Secretary General has the power to oblige 
the Organisation against third parties. Obligations that exceed the budget frame, have to be 
coordinated with the President. 

 
4.3.4. This power is valid until revocation by the President in accordance with the Vice-President. 
 
 
5.  Voting 
 
5.1 Each member shall have one vote. 
 
5.2 Decisions in the General Assembly and in any working group are taken by an absolute 

majority of members present with the exceptions laid down in article 5.3. 
 
5.3 Decisions of the General Assembly upon 
 

 alterations of the Working Rules 
 applications of membership 
 expulsion of a member company  
 dissolution of the Organisation or its merger with another Association 

 
may not be taken other than with a majority of at least two third of the members  
present. 

 
 
6.  Language 
 
 The records and official documents of the Organisation will be kept in English. 
 
 
7.  Dissolution 
 
7.1. The proposal for dissolution or merger of the Organisation must appear on the General 

Assembly’s agenda of which at least 90 days notice must be given. 
 
7.2. In the event of dissolution the General Assembly shall designate one or more delegates who 

shall be charged with the liquidation of the Organisation. The power of such delegates shall 
be determined by the General Assembly. 

 
 
8. Salvation Clause 
 
 Even if one of the above-mentioned regulations of the Working Rules turns out to be illegal, 

all other regulations of the Working Rules remain valid. 
 
 
9.  Approval 
 
 The Working Rules were constituted and approved by the General Assembly on 28th 

September 2005 and came into force on 1st January 2006. 
 



AEROBAL Income/Expenditure 2006-2007

Plans adoped by the General Assembly on 31 May 2006

(in EURO) Plan 2006 Plan 2007

Income

Contributions Total 79.000 79.000

Expenditure

Contributions to GDA 53.000 53.000

Conferences/Meeting Cost 10.000 10.000

Travel Expenses 4.000 4.000

Website Running Cost 2.000 2.000

PR Activities 6.000 6.000

Miscellaneous/Unpredictables 4.000 4.000

Expenditure Total 79.000 79.000



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe 
Transport Division 
Dangerous Goods and Special Cargoes Section 
Mr. Olivier Kervella 
Palais des Nations 
 
CH-1211 Geneva 10 
 
 
 
 
 
6 April 2004 
Sp/- 
 
 
Alternatives to the waterbath test for aerosols / AEROBAL input for the next meeting of 
the UN Sub-Committee for the Transport of Dangerous Goods in July 2004 
 
 
Dear Mr. Kervella 
 
In May 2003 AEROBAL officially applied for a consultative status in the UN Sub-Committee 
for the Transport of Dangerous Goods in order to participate in the discussion about 
alternatives to the water bath test for aerosols. The UN Sub-Committee denied AEROBAL 
this status and pointed out that the positions of the overall aerosol industry are represented by 
the European Aerosol Federation (FEA). Thus AEROBAL was asked to come to an 
agreement in this matter with FEA. In this respect the report of the 23rd Session of the UN 
Sub-Committee says on page 15, point 96: "The Sub-Committee noted that most companies 
affiliated to AEROBAL are also affiliated to FEA and considered therefore that, to preserve 
an appropriate balance between industry interests of various parts of the world, AEROBAL 
should be requested to coordinate its positions with FEA which could represent its interests." 
 
Since this 23rd Session there have been several exchanges as well as two formal meetings of 
FEA and AEROBAL representatives in November 2003 and March 2004 to try to find a joint 
proposal concerning a water bath test alternative. 
 
After the March 2004 meeting FEA sent an official proposal dated 2 April 2004 to the UN 
Sub-Committee which was not endorsed by AEROBAL. With regard to this FEA proposal, 
AEROBAL would like to raise the following points which were already mentioned at the a.m. 
joint FEA/AEROBAL meetings: 

European Association of 
Aluminium Aerosol Container Manufacturers 

Europäische Vereinigung der Hersteller 
von Aluminium - Aerosoldosen 

Association Européenne des Fabricants 
de Boîtes en Aluminium pour AérosolAEROBAL  

Secretariat: 
Am Bonneshof 5 
40474 Düsseldorf 
Germany 

 + 49 211 4796-144 
Fax + 49 211 4796-408 
e-mail: aerobal@aluinfo.de 
website: http://www.aerobal.org  



 
 
 
• With reference to the chapter 6.2.4.2.2.1.2. “Specific to the can maker” of the FEA 

proposal, we would like to point out that the requirement “This shall be at least two-thirds 
of the deformation rating of the can” is not applicable to aluminium cans. With relatively 
high pressures of up to 18 bar, which filled aluminium aerosol cans might reach, available 
testing devices have shown deformation of the aluminium can because the can - due to its 
material properties - cannot stand the load of the fixing device. This test procedure has a 
detrimental effect on the integrity of the aluminium can and therefore cannot be used in 
practice. 

• The results presented in the report UN/SCETDG/24/INF.49 are only related to tinplate 
cans because aluminium cans could not meet the requirements of the FEA protocol for the 
trial at the Wella plant in Hunfeld (100 % pressure tested empty cans). It is not possible 
for aluminium can producers to test their empty cans on 100 % pressure resistance 
according to the manner required by the FEA protocol. The requirements are only feasible 
for tinplate but not for aluminium cans. Thus it is still to be proved that this protocol is 
also efficient for aluminium cans. 

• Given the condition that any alternative has to be audited by an inspection body and 
endorsed by the Competent Authority prior to its operation, AEROBAL is of the opinion 
that provisions for other alternatives, e.g. “alternatives using heat” such as the existing 
shower bath system (annex 1), must also be considered in the revised regulation. 

 
AEROBAL is prepared to discuss the above-mentioned points with any party involved in the 
discussion process in order to come to a proposal which takes account of all relevant aspects. 
 
Since decades the waterbath test has proved to be a safe and reliable test for filled tinplate and 
aluminium aerosol containers securing utmost transport safety. The waterbath test alternative 
which is included in the current FEA proposal would be limited to tinplate cans only and 
would mean that the filled aerosol container is no longer pressure tested. 
 
Finally, any alternative test system has to guarantee the pressure stability of the finished 
(filled) product in order to avoid non-calculable safety and product liability risks for all 
parties involved in the production and transport chain (annex 2). 
 
We would like to ask you to add this AEROBAL document (including annex) to the list of 
documents which can be downloaded in preparation for the next UN Sub-Committee meeting 
in July 2004. 
 
Best regards 
 
AEROBAL 
 
 
Thomas Nussbaum Gregor Spengler 
President Secretary General 
 
cc: Mr. Benassi, Chairman of the UN Sub-Committee 
 Mr. Wybenga, Vice-Chairman of the UN Sub-Committee 
 Mr. D’Haese, FEA 
 
Annex 


















