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RESEARCH ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF RAILWAY TRANSPORT 

Addendum 2 

Transmitted by the Government of Portugal 

 The Portuguese Government is not known to be involved in any research and 
development programme solely concerning railway transport.  Companies in the sector and other 
related activities have some ongoing research and development projects, however, including the 
Train Office (a current project of the Portuguese Railways, CP E.P.), Safe Train and Improverail. 

 The last-mentioned project, which is implemented in the context of the 
European Commission’s Fifth Framework Programme for research and technological 
development, is being conducted by TIS S.A. with the participation of several European Union 
bodies, and in particular the domestic participation of REFER E.P. (National Rail Network) and 
INTF (National Institute of Rail Transport).  Its principal aim is to create conditions for 
establishing the management of the railway infrastructure in accordance with the terms of 
Directive 91/440/EEC and other Community Directives, by developing the tools needed to 
organize the railway infrastructure and management of access.  This will provide means for 
studying improved methods of capacity management; preparing performance indicators for 
railway infrastructure managers and conducting consolidation and management processes; 
improving basic information so as to provide a basis for harmonizing rate-fixing for the use of 
the infrastructure and, lastly, improving the Life Cycle Cost by weighing up the methods in all 
fields covered by the Life Cycle Cost methodology. 
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