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Application of the Convention

Status of resolution N0.49: Repliesto a questionnaire

Note by the secretariat

1.  Atitsninety-third session, the Working Party considered and approved a questionnaire prepared
by the secretariat, for transmission to Contracting Parties having accepted resolution No. 49 : " Short-
term measures to ensure the security and the efficient functioning of the TIR transit system”, inquiring
about its implementation (TRANS/WP.30/186, para. 45).

2. Therepliesreceived by the secretariat are summarized in the annex to this document and analysed
below:

Introduction of accelerated discharge and search procedure for sensitive goods (column 2)

20 out of 29 countries surveyed (69 %) have introduced accelerated discharge and search
procedures for the transport of sensitive goods. However, among the rest there are some countries
(Norway, Poland, Slovakia) which seem to have a very fast basic discharge procedure (see column 3)
and thus no need for an accelerated procedure for sensitive goods only.
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Number of working days required for the Customs office of destination to return voucher No.2

(column 3)

16 countries (55 %) are respecting the recommended deadline for the Customs office of
destination to return voucher No.2, i.e. 5 days.

Forwarding to the Customs office of destination advance information on sensitive goods

(column 4)

20 countries (69 %) are forwarding to the Customs office of destination advance information on
sensitive goods.

Prescribing time-limits and routes to be followed for the transport of sensitive goods
(columns 5 and 6)

Time-limits and routes to be followed for the transport of sensitive goods are prescribed by 23
(79 %) and 15 (52 %) countries, respectively.

Number of persons excluded from the TIR regime in accordance with Article 38
of the TIR Convention (column 7)

The total amount of persons excluded from the TIR regime in accordance with Article 38 of the
Convention is 184 (in 13 countries), but only afew of them have been reported to the TIR Executive
Board in line with the provisions of paragraph 2 of the above article.

Introduction of new security measures to avoid falsification of Customs stamps (column 8)

Only 15 countries (52 %) have introduced new security measures to avoid falsification of Customs
stamps. Asthe lack of protection of Customs stamps has remained an urgent problem for years, it may
be concluded that this situation is rather difficult to improve, possibly because of new modern
technology which allows to forge any stamps (marks, signs, etc.) to be put on paper-based documents. It
seems that in the long term this problem could be solved only by means of introducing into the field of
Customs activities alternative principles of data storage and security based on electronic data processing
(e.g. magnetic or smart cards) with a high level of protection from unauthorized access.

Opinion on necessity of resolution N0.49 for the time being (column 9)

A great majority of countries (23 - 79 %) consider resolution No. 49 to be necessary for the time
being, possibly until the TIR revision process is complete.
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Opinion on the possible re-introduction of the “ Tobacco/Alcohol” TIR Carnets with
(US$) 200.000 guarantee (column 10)

This question has proved to be most controversial: 8 countries answered “Yes’, 8 - “No” and the
EC countries have not determined their position having indicated that further analyses would need to be
required in this respect. The replies seem to indicate that the real problem with the “ Tobacco/Alcohol”
TIR Carnets is not only the re-introduction of the guarantee coverage for such goods but aso the
unwillingness of some countries to allow these goods to be transported under the TIR procedure at
present. The latter may be attributed either to the insufficient level of the existing guarantee
(US$ 200,000) or to alack of trust in functioning of the present TIR guarantee chain.
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ANNEX

SUMMARY OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE ON RESOLUTION No. 49
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