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1. On the occasion of its one-hundred-and-third session, the Working Party requested the 
International Road Transport Union (IRU) to draw up a document on the responsibility of TIR 
Carnet Holders for information provided in additional documents. 
 
2. The fact that carriers holding TIR Carnets are the partners of international trade, in contact 
both with exporters, importers, intermediaries and agents, and that the goods are under their control 
during transport, is not under dispute. 

In this capacity, carriers hold or may hold or have access to certain trade documents 
(transport documents, invoices, packing lists, etc….) or to documents of a different order (sanitary 
documents, certificates of origin, etc….). 

These documents and their content may obviously be of interest to the Authorities, and 
particularly to Customs Authorities. 

However, the carrier, although he is the holder of these documents, cannot be held 
responsible for the quality or truthfulness of their content. 

Indeed, this principle is acknowledged by the CMR Convention, in particular in its 
article 11.2: 
Art. 11.2  "The carrier shall not be under any duty to enquire into either the accuracy or the 

adequacy of such documents and information." 
 
3. In light of this principle, the IRU suggests adding the following sentence to the proposal 
drawn up by the secretariat (TRANS/WP.30/2003/3): 

 
"However, the carrier shall not be penalized or sanctioned only by reason of the 
inaccuracy or inadequacy of the information provided in the above-mentioned 
documents as long as the TIR operation is a regular one." 

 
_____________ 


