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Not e: The informal ad hoc group, established by the Working Party to
prepare a nodel of a Container Pool Agreenent, met on 24 February 1994 in
Paris at the invitation of the International Union of Railway (U C) and on

12 April 1994 in London at the invitation of the International Chanmber of

Shi pping (ICS). The two neetings were attended by representatives of Gernany,
Swi tzerland, United Kingdom United States of America, the Commi ssion of the
Eur opean Comrunities, ICS, U C, |NTERCONTAI NER, SealLand and the secretariat of
t he ECE.

The distribution of docunments of the Inland Transport Conmittee and its
subsidiary bodies is limted. They are distributed only to governments,
to specialized agencies and to governnental and non-governnent al

organi zati ons which take part in the work of the Conmttee and of its
subsi di ary bodi es, and should not be given to newspapers or periodicals.
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Note (cont'd): The objective of this nodel of a Container Pool Agreenent,
which is a private law contract, is to provide guidelines to container
operators regarding the content of the Pool agreements to be concl uded anpng
Pool nembers in the framework of the ECE Convention on Custons Treatnent of
Pool Containers Used in International Transport.

These Pool agreenents need to be approved by Custons authorities as
stipulated in article 5, paragraph 3 (b) of the ECE Convention

The nodel of a Contai ner Pool Agreenent bel ow contains only those
provi sions which, in the view of the ECE Wirking Party on Customs Questions
affecting Transport, should be conplied with by Pool nmenbers in order to
obtain the approval of the individual Pool agreenents by concerned Custons or
ot her conpetent authorities. |In practice, such Pool agreenents will contain a
nunber of other provisions regulating the exchange of containers anmpng Poo
members, such as financial arrangenents, provisions on the use of Poo
containers by the different operators, etc.

MODEL CONTAI NER POOL AGREEMENT

1. SCOPE

This Agreenent will operate within the "ECE Convention on Custons
Treat ment of Pool Containers Used in International Transport"™ done at
CGeneva on 21 January 1994 (ECE/ TRANS/ 106).

2. OBJECTI VE OF THE AGREEMENT

2.1 The objective of this Agreenent is to organize, for Custons
purposes, the use in common, on the basis of equival ent conpensation, of
contai ners by the menbers of the Pool for international transport, so that
the containers will be put to profitable use by reducing enpty novenents.

2.2 The use of the containers as descri bed bel ow shall include interna
traffic in the territory of States which are Contracting Parties to the
ECE Convention within the limts of the activity of Pool nmenbers which
have acceded to this Agreenent.
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POOL MEMBERS

3.1 Menbership of this Pool conprises the undernentioned conpanies:

3.2 Additions to the nmenbership may be nade under the conditions laid
down in this Agreenent with the unani nous agreenent/sinple/two-thirds
maj ority of all menbers.

3.3 A nenber may terminate his nenbership of the Pool giving 3/6/9/12
mont hs (or any other agreed period) witten notice.

CONTAI NER ALLOCATI ON TO THE POOL

4.1 Each menmber will conmit the following containers to the Pool

Conpany - Type - Quantity

[ exanmpl e only]

XYz 2200 500
XYz 2232 50
XYz 2232 25

4.2 Variations to the nunber of containers conmtted to the Pool as
specified in 4.1 above will be nmade only with the agreenent of all parties
to this Agreenent.

4.3 If a menber | oses or danmges beyond repair a container belonging to
anot her nenber, the other nmenmber will replace it at the cost of the first
menber .
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FUNCTI ONI NG CF THE EXCHANGE OF CONTAI NERS AMONG POOL MEMBERS

5.1 Pool menmbers will exchange containers anongst themselves in the
course of the international transport of goods.

5.2 When Pool nenbers exchange containers with each other, inspection
criteria (e.g. I1CL4 (nodified Jan 92) will apply unl ess otherw se
mut ual Iy agreed between the nenbers of the Pool

5.3 Each Pool nmenber may exchange one of its containers in the Pool with
a container of the sane type.

TERRI TORI AL COVERAGE OF THE AGREEMENT

6.1 The Pool will operate between and within the territories of the
countries listed in Annex A. Additions to this list my be made with the
unani nous consent of all Pool nenbers.

6.2 Addi tional countries must be taken fromthe list of Contracting
Parties contained in Annex B

6.3 Each Pool menber may have free and unrestricted use of containers
under his control, within the linits set by the ECE Convention

CONDI Tl ONS

7.1 Cont ai ners placed at the disposal of the Pool need to bear durable
and uni que marks which ensure the clear identification of each individua
container (this may be the 10 digit al phanuneric container nunber as
required by | SO 6346 or any other system of marking agreed upon in the
Pool agreenent).

7.2 The uni que identification nunber will allow Custons authorities to
identify the Pool in which a specific container is used, on the basis of
the records to be kept by each Pool nenber.
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7.3 Before this Agreenent becones valid, it nust be submitted by each
Pool nmenber to its national Custons authority. The Agreenent nust have
been approved as being in confornmity with the ECE Convention by al
Custons authorities in the territories of countries for which this
Agreenment applies.

7.4 In order to benefit fromthe facilities offered by the ECE
Convention, container novenents will need to conply with either of the
fol | owi ng:

(i) Upon inportation containers nust have previously been exported or
wi |l subsequently be re-exported; or

(ii) Containers nust conply with the principle of equivalent

conpensation, i.e. that an equal nunber of containers of the sane
type have previously been exported or will subsequently be re-
export ed.

OBLI GATI ONS FOR POOL MEMBERS

8.1 In order to enable Custonms authorities to carry out any necessary
checks, Pool menbers are to keep records of individual containers placed
at the disposal of the Pool, itenized by type of container, and of the

nunber of Pool containers of each type in the territory of the country in
whi ch the Pool nenber is established. These records need to be made
availabl e to Custons authorities on their request.

8.2 Custons authorities are entitled to check that the nunber of
containers, used in the territory in which the Pool nenber is established
during a period of 12 nonths (not necessarily the cal endar year), does not
exceed the nunber of containers of the sane type placed at the disposal of
the Pool by the Pool nenber.

FI NAL PROVI SI ONS

9.1 Pool menmbers who fail to conply with the provisions of this
Agreenent or the principles and undertaki ngs agreed upon for their
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i npl enentation, may be excluded fromthis Agreenent.

9.2 Any nodification of this Agreenent also with regard to Poo

menber ship and the nunber and type of containers put at the disposal of
the Pool by Pool nmenmbers, requires the approval of all Pool nenbers as
wel | as the approval of the Custons authorities of countries with and
wi thin which the Pool nmenbers operate under the provisions of this
Agreenent .

ACCEPTANCE

| have read and understood this Agreement and agree to conply with al
condi tions:

Si ghat ur e:
Nane:
On behal f of (conpany, organisation, etc.):

Dat e:

its



