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I.
INTRODUCTION

1.
The Forum will be held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, on 20 June, starting at 3 p.m., and concluding on 21 June at 1 p.m. It is being organized jointly by the Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies and the Committee on Trade, as part of UNECE activities to promote trade and economic integration in the region, particularly through regulatory cooperation and standardization. The Forum takes place back-to-back with the annual session on the Committee. Interested delegates are invited to attend the joint policy segment on the UNECE contribution to regulatory convergence, planned for Wednesday afternoon, 21 June.
2.
The purpose of the Forum is to:


(a)
Review current developments in regulatory and related standardization areas in the region and identify opportunities for improving intra-European and trans‑Atlantic cooperation


(b)
Exchange information on regulatory cooperation trends in other regions and on good regulatory practices promoted by Governments and international organizations

(c)
Provide an overview of UNECE regulatory activities and identify synergies and inter-sectoral projects in this area which could be undertaken by UNECE sectoral committees.

3.
The Forum will examine ways of creating a level playing field for all economic actors and eliminating technical barriers to trade. It will address general regulatory-framework issues, as well as specific sectoral ones.

4.
Taking part in the discussions will be representatives of national and regional regulatory authorities from Europe, North America, the Commonwealth of Independent States, as well as representatives of international organizations (including the World Trade Organization and the International Organization for Standardization), regional and national bodies engaged in policy matters or normative activities, and consumer and business associations from UNECE and other regions.

5.
UNECE sectoral committees will be invited to present their legal instruments, standards-setting and regulatory activities. A cross-sectoral exchange of experiences between regulators, technical experts and policy makers will aim at defining effective approaches and instruments to promote the least possible restrictive practices/regimes for trade.

II.  PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME
UNECE INTERNATIONAL FORUM

“COMMON REGULATORY LANGUAGE FOR GLOBAL TRADE”

Day 1 (Tuesday, 20 June 2006; 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.)

Opening session

1.
Welcome remarks from the UNECE Executive Secretary
Mr. Marek Belka, the Executive Secretary of UNECE, will open the Forum and will provide an overview of the UNECE regulatory and standards-setting work.

2.
Introductory remarks from the Chairperson of the UNECE Committee on Trade 

Mr. Alexander Šafařík-Pštrosz, the Chairperson of the UNECE Committee on Trade, will explain the role of the new Committee and its subsidiary bodies in the international work on regulatory cooperation and standardization.

3.
Introductory presentation from the Secretary General of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), Mr. Alan Bryden
The use of international standards in technical regulations on products promotes safety, quality and technical compatibility. International standards, or their national or regional adoption, assist manufacturers and exporters in gaining new markets.  Their application increases competitiveness and provides a source of technology transfer.  When Governments plan to write their own standards, they should consider adopting either international standards or those of their major trading partners.

Session I.
Good regulatory and standards-setting practices

Ideally countries should harmonize their technical regulatory requirements by referring to appropriate international standards. However, differing economic, social, legal and cultural perspectives can make such harmonization difficult. The session will discuss good regulatory and standards-setting practices which help eliminate or prevent barriers to trade.

1.
Good Regulatory Practice in the context of WTO work

Presentation by Mr. Margers Krams, Chairperson of the World Trade Organization Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade

The WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) tries to ensure that regulations, standards, testing and certification procedures do not create unnecessary obstacles to trade.  The Agreement sets out a code of good practice for the preparation, adoption and application of standards by regulatory authorities.

2.
OECD work on regulatory reform and market openness: 

Presentation by Mr. Anthony Kleitz, Head, Trade Liberalisation and Review Division, Trade Directorate, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

The OECD's Regulatory Reform Programme is aimed at helping Governments improve regulatory quality - that is, reforming regulations that raise unnecessary obstacles to competition, innovation and growth, while ensuring that regulations efficiently serve important social objectives.

Questions, discussion and conclusions
Session II.
International and regional approaches to regulatory cooperation

This session presents approaches to regulatory cooperation in different regions of the world and offers the opportunity for participants to benefit from each other’s expertise. The participants will be interested to learn what the main issues and problems are in regulatory cooperation, how the dialogue between regulators is maintained, and what the priorities and future plans are. The discussion should help identify what stimulates regulatory cooperation and what makes it successful. Does it mainly result from market pressures for economic integration? How important is political commitment to ensure that it is carried through? How long does it take for regulatory cooperation to bring about expected results? What are the most effective tools in the regulatory cooperation toolbox? What factors can discourage cooperation among Governments?

1.
The European Commission’s Better Regulation Package

Presentation by Ms. Liliana Brykmal, DG Enterprise, European Commission

Simplifying the EU regulatory environment and improving its quality has been defined as a key factor in achieving higher economic growth and creating more jobs in Europe.  The Commission has set up a number of processes and tools to make sure that regulation is used only when necessary and that the burdens that regulations impose are proportionate to their aim.

2.
Regulatory cooperation in North America

Presentation by Mr. Mohan Denneto, Smart Regulation Implementation, Privy Council Office, Canada

Effective collaboration between Governments to ensure compatibility of regulations and standards and to eliminate redundant testing and certification requirements is considered to be essential to lowering costs for North American businesses, producers, and consumers and to maximizing trade in goods and services across borders. Particular attention is paid to the impact assessment of regulatory actions in terms of their benefits and costs for people, businesses and Governments. 

3.
Regulatory and standardization cooperation between APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) countries

Presentation by Mr. Yuko Hayashi, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Japan

Recognizing that open and competitive markets are the key drivers of economic efficiency and consumer welfare, the APEC countries have endorsed a set of principles to develop competition. These principles provide a framework linking all aspects of economic policy that effect the functioning of markets. Regulatory reform is part of this framework. It aims at identifying and reviewing regulations and related measures that impede the ability and opportunity of businesses to compete on the basis of efficiency and innovation.

Questions, discussion

Day 2 (Wednesday, 21 June 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.)

Session II.
International and regional approaches to regulatory cooperation (cont’d)

4.
Regulatory cooperation in Latin America (MERCOSUR) 


Presentation by Mr. Fernando Goulart, INMETRO, Brazil

The Latin American countries that are members of MERCOSUR (Southern Cone Common Market) concluded a customs union to promote subregional trade. Apart from tariff cooperation, negotiations are under way to harmonize their conformity assessment procedures and technical regulations. Information will be provided on their regulatory-related activities and on how they link to wider cooperation in this region in the context of negotiations for the Free Trade Area of Americas.

5.
Regulatory initiatives in countries with economies in transition
Presentation by Mr. G. Elkin, Chairman, CIS Interstate Council for Standardization, Certification and Metrology

The CIS countries are currently undertaking a reform of their regulatory framework. Countries have different views on what regulatory model to use and how to implement the reform. The Council drew on the UNECE “International model for technical harmonization” to draft the CIS agreement on the preparation of model technical regulations aimed at coordinating and harmonizing regulatory requirements.

Questions, discussion and conclusions
Session III.
UNECE instruments to promote regulatory cooperation and convergence

A good regulatory environment is one that balances social, environmental and economic interests. Although the main responsibility of regulators in specific sectors is to deliver on their primary mandates, there is much to be gained from a cross-sectoral exchange of experience between regulators, technical experts and policy makers. The identification and sharing of best 

practices should help to avoid unnecessary regulatory differences, minimize administrative costs and promote transparency. Regulatory and standards-setting activities carried out in various sectors of the UNECE will be presented. The presentations will explain how regulatory cooperation is instigated and maintained, what instruments are developed and how countries are encouraged to implement these.

1.
UNECE “International Model for Technical Harmonization”

Presentation by Mr. Christer Arvius, Chairperson of the UNECE Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Standardization Policies

2.
UNECE regulatory and standards-setting activities in transport

Presentation by Mr. José Capel Ferrer, Director of the UNECE Transport Division

3.
UNECE regulatory and standards-setting activities in energy

Presentation by Mr. George Kowalski, Director of the UNECE Energy Division

4.
UNECE regulatory and standards-setting activities in environment

Presentation by Mr. Kaj Bärlund, Director of the UNECE Environment Division

Questions, discussion and conclusions

The discussion should provide ideas about areas, where regulatory cooperation could yield significant benefits, including cross-sectoral projects.

(Joint WP.6/CT) POLICY SEGMENT

THE UNECE CONTRIBUTION TO REGULATORY CONVERGENCE

Wednesday, 21 June, 3 p.m. – 4 .30 p.m.

Rapporteurs will present summaries of the discussions and conclusions reached during the Forum. This will be followed by a brainstorming session to achieve a common understanding on the needs and potential for regulatory cooperation in the UNECE region.

What are countries’ major concerns about market access barriers in the region?  What are the specific sectors in which there is a need for improved regulatory dialogue? What lessons can we learn from our work on the current projects on telecommunication equipment, earth-moving machinery and pipeline safety? How can coordination of regulators’ work and information-sharing between them be improved? How to facilitate awareness of and cross-border access to relevant regulatory information by business, especially small- and medium-sized enterprises?

The ideas and conclusions from the brainstorming session will be used as a contribution to formulating the future programme of work of the Committee on Trade.

*   *   *   *

DRAFT








GE.06-


_1114339995.doc
[image: image1.png]






