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Note by the secretariat for information

This document summarizes the activities of the Working Party on Industry and Enterprise Development (WP.8) over the last 12 months. Additional information can be found on the following webpage: http://www.unece.org/ie/wp8/main.html
I.
Work on industrial development
1.
The secretariat published the analytical report on the outcome of the Forum on “Public-Private Cooperation in Industrial Restructuring” held on 2-3 November 2004 in Almaty, Kazakhstan, incorporating the recommendations of that Forum to the central, regional and municipal authorities of transition economies. 

2.
The secretariat published the Russian translation of the analytical report on the outcome of the Regional Forum on “Social Aspects and financing of Industrial Restructuring” held on 26-27 November 2003 in Moscow, Russian Federation. Both reports are available on the UNECE web site at: http://www.unece.org/ie/wp8/industres.html. 

II. 
Work on enterprise development 

3.
The Team of Specialists on Internet Enterprise Development (TSIED) contributed to the organization of an international conference on the use of the Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) at rural Public Information Centers (PICs), which was held in August 2005 in Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic. The meeting provided a forum for discussion of the e-government, e-business and e-education initiatives in the context of transition to a market economy. The conference was attended by 154 participants from transition countries of the ECE region.  

4.
The secretariat continued the assessment of readiness of East European and CIS countries for the knowledge-based economy initiated by UNECE in 2002. Within the framework of this project, the regional readiness assessment report for the countries of Eastern Europe and the CIS under the series “Towards a Knowledge-based Economy” was drafted by the secretariat.  

III.
Future activities

5.
The Work Plan on ECE Reform discontinued the UNECE subprogramme on Industrial Restructuring and Enterprise Development “as well as the related intergovernmental structures” (para. 68). However, some of the thematic areas covered by WP.8 may be integrated into programmes of work of other UNECE Sectoral Committees.
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