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GSB – UNECE COLLABORATION
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON INTERPRETATION OF COMMERCIAL QUALITY STANDARDS FOR FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 
ACCRA, 19-23 SEPTEMBER 2011 
Organized by the Ghana Standards Board in partnership with the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)

Hosted by the Ghana Standards Board and the Plant protection and Regulatory Services Directorate, Ghana

Aims of the workshop include:

· Building capacity in the use of UNECE standards and interpretation of international standards 
· Explaining how the UNECE standards are interpreted in export markets 

· Promoting the use of quality standards in African trade
· Involving African producers and traders in the development of international standards and interpretation material
Draft programme

	
	

	Monday, 19 September 2011 

	10:30  
	Delegates arrival  

	
	

	DAY 1 – Tuesday, 20 September 2011 

	08:00 – 08:30
	Registration 

	08:30
	Opening session:

· Opening Prayer 
· A representative of Ghana
· Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann, Head, Trade Standards and Inspection Department, Federal Office for Agriculture and Food, Germany, Chair of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
· Keynote address (a representative of Ghana)
Group photograph

	SESSION 1:   COMPLIANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

	09:30
	The role of UNECE in developing standards for international trade

Mr. Serguei Malanitchev, Chief, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit, UNECE

Focus on: how UNECE develops agricultural quality standards, links to other standards organizations, why should Africa participate in the UNECE work, benefits in using UNECE standards for trading with EU

	09:55
	EU regulations on marketing standards

Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann, Head, Trade Standards and Inspection Department, Federal Office for Agriculture and Food, Germany

Focus on: EU legislation, how quality standards are enforced in EU countries, impact of the EU regulations on developing countries’ trade

	10:20
	The EU Competent Authority for Fresh Produce Export - Ghana’s journey
Mrs. Ruth Woode, Officer in Charge of the EU Competent Authority for Fresh Produce Export, Plant Protection and Regulatory Services Directorate, Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Focus on: why Ghana has created a Competent Authority to promote fresh produce export to EU, what are the functions of this body

	10:45 - 11:10 
	Tea break

	11:10
	Presentation of standards for the practical sessions

Standard for tomatoes (Mr. Ian Hewett, Inspections Delivery Manager, Rural Payments Agency, United Kingdom)

Standard for oranges (Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann)
Standard for aubergines (Mr. Ian Hewett)

	12:30 - 13:30 
	LUNCH

	13:30
	Practical sessions on tomatoes

Mr. Ian Hewett

	14:10
	Practical session on oranges

Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann 

	14:50
	Practical session on aubergines

Mr. Ian Hewett

	15:30 - 16:00
	Tea break

	16:00
	Discussion and conclusions

Focus on: what African countries can borrow from the EU quality inspection system

	
	

	DAY 2 – Wednesday, 21 September 2011  

	08:30 - 16:00
	Field trip to a pineapple farm and to a chilli peppers production farm.

The purpose is to learn about growing conditions and quality problems.  It would be very helpful to have samples of fruits with defects which could be used for the practical sessions as well as for the work on the standards and brochures. Time should be allowed for taking pictures of and discussing the defects with growers

	
	

	DAY 3 – Thursday, 22 September 2011 

	SESSION 2:   PINEAPPLES

	08:30
	Use of standards in the pineapple industry
Ms. Abena Safoa Osei, Ghana Standards Board

	09:00
	Presentation of the UNECE standard for pineapples (pictures from the draft brochure could be used complemented with those taken during the field trip)
Mr. Ian Hewett 

	09:30
	Practical session on pineapples

Mr. Ian Hewett

	10:30 – 11:00
	Tea break

	11:00
	Work on the UNECE brochure for pineapples

Mr. Ian Hewett

	12:30 – 13:30
	LUNCH

	13:30
	Work on the UNECE brochure for pineapples (continued)
Mr. Ian Hewett

	15:30 – 16:00
	Tea break

	16:00
	Discussion and closure of the day

	
	

	DAY 4 – Friday, 23 September 2011

	SESSION 3:   EXPERIENCE OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES IN QUALITY CONTROL

	09:00
	Practical application of standards in Kenya
Mr. Timothy Irungu Mwangi, USAID/Kenya Horticultural Competitiveness Programme, Field Agronomist
Focus on: what is being done to set up a system of quality control in the country, lessons learned

	09:30
	Presentation of standards for the practical sessions

Standard for onions (Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann)
Standard for mangoes (Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann)

	10:30 – 11:00
	Tea break

	11:00
	Practical session on onions (Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann)

	12:00
	Practical session on mangoes (Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann)

	12:30 – 13:30
	LUNCH

	SESSION 4:   TECHNICAL SESSION ON FRESH CHILLI PEPPERS

	13:30
	Presentation of the UNECE/Codex standard for fresh chilli peppers

Mr. Tomás González Estrada, Director General, Science and Technology Council of the State of Yucatán, Mexico

	14:00
	Practical session on fresh chilli peppers (Mr. Tomás González Estrada)

	14:30
	Work on the UNECE brochure for fresh chilli peppers (Mr. Tomás González Estrada)

	15:45 - 16:10
	Tea break

	16:10
	Conclusions of the workshop

Handing out of certificates
Closure of the workshop
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