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The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) is organizing a four-day international workshop on seed potatoes in Cairo from 16 to 19 March. The main purpose of the workshop is to encourage growers in North Africa and the Middle East to apply the UNECE international commercial Standard for Seed Potatoes. 
The workshop will gather together government agencies, research institutes, producer associations and growers from some 14 countries to exchange experiences and technical knowledge. Many of these countries already export or have the potential to export early potatoes to Europe. Applying the UNECE Standard would help them grow healthy potatoes, limit the risk of spreading diseases and pests, and increase early potatoes export volumes. 

The event is being jointly organized by UNECE, the Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification (of the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation of Egypt) (MARL-CASC), and the Fédération Nationale des Producteurs de Plants de Pommes de Terre de France (FNPPPT). 
This workshop is the second in a series of UNECE activities for development, financed from the United Nations Development Account. The next workshop takes place in Kenya in April. 

For further information, please contact Serguei Malanitchev: 
serguei.malanitchev@unece.org
Tel: +4122 917-41-46

The UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes
The quality of seed potatoes determines the yield and health of the harvest. The UNECE Standard for Seed Potatoes sets common terminology and minimum commercial quality requirements for the certification of high-quality seed intended for marketing internationally. It is a unique international frame of reference, covering all aspects related to see-potato certification: (a) varietal identity and purity; (b) genealogy and traceability; (c) diseases and pests; (d) external quality; (e) sizing and (f) labelling.  The Standard takes into account issues falling under the World Trade Organization Agreements on Technical barriers to Trade and on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures. It is intended to be used by national certification authorities to ensure that seed potatoes produced for international markets comply with agreed norms. 
Download the Standard:
www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/potatoes/pot_e.htm
