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CONCENTRATION OF AGRICULTURAL QUALITY STANDARDS
WORK IN UNECE

Commercial quality standards by UNECE 

This paper, prepared by the secretariat, provides a general background for the discussion on the transfer of the OECD work to UNECE.

Commercial quality standards produced by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
Serguei Malanitchev, Economic Affairs Officer, UNECE, Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland, Secretary of the UNECE Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards
Summary
The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, through its Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards, produces commercial agricultural quality standards to facilitate international trade.

Our standards promote sustainable production of quality produce, define minimum quality to keep unsatisfactory produce out of the market and improve profitability. They create market transparency and protect the interests of consumers. 
They are used mainly by governments, producers, traders, importers and exporters, and international organizations. Although they are, in principle, not obligatory for practical application, many European Union regulations refer to them, thus making them mandatory in all EU countries at export, import and retail stages. Other countries also use them, eventually with amendments and modifications, as a basis for their national standards. The standards are widely used as references in international trade contracts.
Through its four Specialized Sections on standardization of fresh fruit and vegetables, dry and dried produce, seed potatoes and meat, the Working Party provides a forum where countries can discuss any commercial quality issues that may arise in their domestic markets and have implications for international trade.
The activities of the Working Party and its specialized sections are primarily of a technical nature and complement policy-related work undertaken by other international bodies.
1.
Development of agricultural quality standards is part of UNECE activities

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), based in Geneva, was set up in 1947 by the United Nations Economic and Social Council. We are one of the five regional commissions of the United Nations.
 As a multilateral platform, UNECE brings together 56 countries located in the European Union (EU), non-EU Western and Eastern Europe, South-Eastern Europe, the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), Israel and North America.

We promote pan-European economic integration and cooperation as well as prosperity within and outside the region through:

· Policy dialogue

· Negotiation of international legal instruments

· Development of regulations, standards and norms

· Exchange and application of best practices as well as economic and technical expertise

· Technical cooperation for countries with economies in transition.

Our areas of expertise include such sectors as energy, environment, human settlements, population, statistics, timber, trade, and transport. Agricultural quality standards are developed under the trade programme. All United Nations Member States, as well as professional and other non-governmental organizations, may participate in our work.

2.
Aims of the UNECE Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards

In view of the global character of commercial agricultural quality standards, any member of the United Nations or of one of its specialized agencies can participate, on an equal footing, in the activities of the Working Party
. Any country desiring to participate in its work should notify the Executive Secretary of the UNECE, indicating the national focal point for this work and the institution responsible for quality control and a contact person. NGOs accredited to the United Nations may also participate.

The private sector may attend any “public” meeting but only as an observer. To take the floor or participate in discussions, they would need to form part of a national delegation.

The Working Party:

(a)
Draws up internationally agreed commercial quality standards for agricultural produce based on existing national standards and industry and trade practices.

(b)
Harmonizes the application of its standards internationally by developing and disseminating interpretative and explanatory material.


Explanatory material for fruit and vegetables is currently developed by the OECD Scheme for the Application of International Standards for Fruit and Vegetables (“OECD Scheme”)

(c)
Revises and amends existing standards to adapt them to changing production, trading and marketing conditions.

(d)
Cooperates with the WTO secretariat to ensure that the standard-setting process is consistent with WTO rules.

(e)
Cooperates with other standard-setting bodies, particularly with the Codex Alimentarius Commission, to avoid duplication of work and divergence in standards.

(f)
Undertakes research activities relevant to the development, implementation and promotion of its standards.

(g)
Monitors the application of the standards through reports from public administrations and the private sector.

(h)
Promotes the standards and assists Governments with their practical application by organizing seminars, workshops and training courses.

(i)
Defines and promotes uniform quality-control procedures and the use of the model quality conformity certificate. Cooperates with governmental, inter-governmental and other organizations implementing standards to achieve uniformity of inspection methods and comparability of results.
(j)
Carries out voluntary peer reviews of national quality-control systems.

(k)
Convenes meetings of heads of national quality control services.

(l)
Develops the framework for and promotes mutual recognition of inspections by countries.

(m)
Promotes communication between governmental, inter-governmental and other organizations implementing the standards and carrying out controls to make trading simpler, smoother and more convenient for traders.
Activities under (i) - (l) in the area of fresh fruit and vegetables are presently carried out by the OECD Scheme.

3.
UNECE standards within the United Nations structure

Figure 1 shows the position of UNECE work on agricultural standards within the overall United Nations structure.

Figure 1. Agricultural quality standards within the United Nations structure

	General Assembly

	Economic and Social Council

	Economic Commission for Europe

	Committee on Trade

	Working Party

on Agricultural Quality Standards




	Specialized Sections on Standardization of



	Fresh Fruit

and Vegetables
	Dry and

Dried Produce
	Seed

Potatoes
	Meat


4.
How UNECE develops standards

The process of developing/revising UNECE agricultural quality standards, interpretative and other material is illustrated in figure 2. Decisions within the Working Party and specialized sections are taken by consensus.

Figure 2. Process of developing UNECE standards
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Any country can initiate work either on the creation of a new or the revision of an existing standard (brochure, guidelines). The proposal made to the relevant Specialized Section must contain a justification for why this new work or revision is necessary. If the Specialized Section agrees, work on a revision can begin; for a new standard (brochure, guidelines), the proposal is transmitted to the Working Party for approval.

The task of revising a text or creating a new standard (brochure, guidelines) is normally assigned to a working group, led by a rapporteur and composed of several delegations. Certain tasks, such as taking photographs for explanatory material, can be delegated to external individuals or organizations. However, the decision about what to include in the final draft will be made by the working group. The rapporteurs, in working on the text, take into account comments from the delegations, and present the text to the Specialized Section for consideration. During the session, a standard (brochure, guidelines) may be revised based of the proposed text or referred back to the rapporteur for further discussion.

In the intersession period, delegations can send proposals for amendments or comments on the draft to the rapporteur and the secretariat. Once the text is accepted by the Specialized Section, it goes to the Working Party for adoption either as a new or revised UNECE standard (brochure, guidelines), or as a UNECE “recommendation”, with a trial period of one or two years for testing its practical application. The Working Party can adopt a standard without recommending it for a trial period.
In 2008 the Working Party started to discuss restructuring its work so that standards could be delivered faster. The restructuring should take into account the possible transfer of the OECD Scheme activities to UNECE and implications of the EC Regulation No. 1580/2007 on our agricultural quality standards work. The proposals that countries have sent us so far suggest the delegation of authority for approving standards to the specialized sections and leaving to the Working Party items of a general and policy nature.

5.
Sixty years after: the core business remains unchanged

Back in 1949, when embarked on this work in order to regulate trade within their borders, countries were using national standards. Such standards existed for some products but not for others. National regulations amounted to non-tariff barriers to the rapidly growing post-war international trade. At UNECE we decided we would base our standards on harmonized versions of these national standards to produce a common trading framework for sellers and buyers.
At its first session, in October 1949, at the joint proposal of the delegations of Italy and Poland, our Committee on Agricultural Problems set up a “Working Party on Standardization of Perishable Foodstuffs”, with the task of:

· determining common standards for perishable foodstuffs
· studying steps to be taken on the international level in order to secure the general adoption of standards and control systems and, if necessary, of proceeding with the preparation of an international convention.
The Working Party met for the first time one month later. The following countries and organizations were represented:  Belgium, Denmark, France, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States, Yugoslavia, UNESCO (United Nations Scientific and Cultural Organization), International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and ISO (International Organization for Standardization). The discussion was on the desirability of having common standards and on control systems to enforce such standards for perishable produce moving in international trade.
German experts, officially called “experts from the Western Zones of Occupation in Germany” started to take part in the activities of the Working Party from its second session in February 1952. They formed part of the United States delegation.

Teams of experts with rapporteur countries were created to work on the draft standards from the priority list: tomatoes (Italy), seed and consumption potatoes (Netherlands), salad (France), pears and apples (Belgium), peaches (France), apricots (France), plums (France), grapes (France), citrus fruit (Italy), cheese (France) and eggs (Netherlands).
The first two standards were published in 1952, “Apples and pears” and “Seed and ware potatoes”. In 2009, both standards are still on the agenda. At its fifty-fifth session to be held in May 2009, the Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables will discuss the figures on uniformity of apples by diameter in the section of the standard concerning sizing, and will revise the provisions on defects in colouring of pears in the standard for pears.
Reconciling national positions in the texts of standards has always been time consuming. The following abstract from the report of the 1952 session could have been used, with some variations, in many subsequent reports of the Working Party: 
“Owing to the lack of time, the Working Party was unable to undertake a detailed examination of the reports submitted in regard to tomatoes, salad vegetables, peaches, apricots, plums, grapes and citrus fruit. But meetings of experts were held between the Working Party’s plenary meetings and final agreement was reached in the case of tomatoes, peaches and citrus fruit.”
The standards for peaches, apricots and plums were adopted in 1953. The first two are on the agenda for the 2009 session of the Specialized Section.
The core business of the Working Party, i.e. developing and maintaining standards, as well as its method of work based on groups of experts led by a rapporteur country, has remained unchanged for 60 years.
By the beginning of the 1980s, the Working Party comprised 10 groups of experts, standardizing: 
· Fresh fruit and vegetables

· Dry and dried produce (fruit)
· Dry and dried produce (vegetables)

· Quick-frozen fruits (joint ECE/Codex Alimentarius)

· Fruit juices (joint ECE/Codex Alimentarius)

· Seed potatoes
· Early and ware potatoes

· Eggs and egg products
· Cut flowers
· Poultry meat
Their annual sessions were often held in member countries. And participation in their meetings was higher than in those of the Working Party itself.
In the second half of the 1990s, as a result of a reform of the UNECE, the Committee on Agriculture was abolished and the Working Party started to report to the Committee on Development of Trade (and after the 2005 reform, to the Committee on Trade). The number of working groups of experts, since 1999 called “specialized sections on standardization”, has been reduced to four: for fresh fruit and vegetables, dry and dried produce, seed potatoes, and meat.
Since its creation, the Working Party has developed:
· 50 standards for fresh fruit and vegetables
· 20 for dry and dried produce
· 1 for seed potatoes
· 9 for meat
· 5 for eggs and egg products (currently under revision)
· 8 on cut flowers (last revised in 1994).
We publish our standards in English, French and Russian, our three official languages
. Some countries have asked us to publish on the UNECE website standards in their national languages. Twelve standards are now available in Slovak and we are expecting to receive a certain number in German.
The question of the stability of standards was first formally addressed by the Working Party at its session in 1963, when the delegations
“agreed that while European Standards should not be regarded as unchangeable, nevertheless, in the interest of stability and taking into account the difficulties sometimes encountered in adapting national legislation to the European Standards, they should remain unchanged for a period of at least two years after adoption by the Working Party.” 
Similar concerns are still being raised today.
6.
Origins of the Standard Layout

At it second session, in 1952, the Working Party agreed that identical general provisions could be formulated which are common to all fruits and vegetables. That led to the adoption of the following document, drawn up by France and Italy: “General provisions which may be applied in Europe for the commercial standardization and quality control of fresh fruit and vegetables moving in international traffic”.
The “General provisions” - the precursor of today’s Standard Layout - grouped under five major heading “the characteristics to be possessed, at the consignment stage, by bulk-produced fruit and vegetables (excluding luxury produce) dispatched in packages in international traffic and normally intended to be eaten fresh”:
1.
Definition of products
2.
General quality provisions



(a)
minimum requirements



(b)
quality classification

3.
Sizing

4.
Packaging and presentation

5.
Marking

The minimum requirements provisions were defined as follows.

“At the time of dispatch, fruit and vegetables should in all cases fulfill the following minimum requirements:

(a) They should be healthy and sound, that is to say “commercially” free from blemishes liable to affect their natural powers of resistance, such as traces of deterioration or decomposition, bruises or unhealed cracks.

(b) They should be “commercially” ripe, that is to say have reached a degree of maturity which, having regard to the type of transport and length of journey, will permit them to arrive at their destination in a sound and edible condition.
(c) They should be of normal size and appearance, having regard to the variety, season and production area.
(d) They should be whole, clean and free from foreign bodies or surface moisture.”
The quality classification of produce consisted of three classes with the following characteristics.
“Extra” class:


Produce of superior quality, of the shape and colour characteristic of the variety, virtually free from external blemishes and packed with special care.

Class I:


Produce “commercially” free from external blemishes and carefully packed.

Class II:


Produce “commercially” free from external blemishes and fulfilling the minimum general requirements defined above.
Tolerances. A certain percentage of produce below the standard for the class may be allowed in each package; but this tolerance should not exceed 5 per cent in number in the “Extra” class and 10 per cent in classes I and II.
7.
Origins of the Geneva Protocol

Already at its first session, the Working Party had addressed “the matter of International Convention(s) on Standardization of perishable products”. It agreed that when the time came for serious consideration of such international convention(s) and if at a future date a convention was established on a regional basis, it should be so framed as to permit adaptation or expansion into a world-wide convention.
Four years later, at its fourth session in 1953, the Working Party decided to draw up a draft protocol on the standardization of fruit and vegetables, which our Executive Secretary would submit to governments for approval. This document later evolved into the so-called “Geneva Protocol”
.

The Protocol, not being a convention, was intended to give a more formal and binding character to the recommendations adopted by the Working Party; remaining, however, a particularly flexible legal form. The “general provisions” (i.e. the “standard layout” of that time) formed the basis of the first version of the Protocol, the text of which ran as follows.
“PROTOCOL ON THE STANDARDIZATION OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES
I. The Governments that have notified the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Europe of their acceptance of this Protocol adopt the general provisions set forth below concerning the standardization of products and undertake to ensure that they are put into effect for consignments to European countries within one year, in accordance with the procedure contemplated in Section III.

II. Text of general provisions - document AGRI/WP.1/12.

III. Each government accepting this Protocol undertakes to take the necessary steps under its domestic law to adapt its commodity standards to the general standards set forth above under Section II. In so doing it shall also have regard to the individual standards to be prepared by the Working Party on Standardization of Perishable Foodstuffs on the basis of the foregoing general provisions.
IV. On the expiry of the time-limit laid down, the Working Party shall examine the findings of each country on the manner in which these commitments have been met and the difficulties encountered.

V. The Working Party shall be responsible for:

-
drafting new individual standards and where necessary amending the existing standards in the light of experience;

-
setting any necessary time-limits for their complete application in each country;
-
making arrangements concerning the organization of national controls with a view to achieving uniformity of methods and results;

-
laying down the procedure for the revision of the individual standards in the light of the technical and economic evolution of the European market.
VI.
The Working Party shall also be responsible for drawing up, whenever it thinks best, the clauses of an international agreement calculated to confer a definitive status on the European system of standardization of fruit and vegetables.”

In 1954, the UNECE Executive Secretary asked the competent authorities in the member countries to inform him whether they would be able to agree to the application of the provisions of the Protocol. By the eighth session of the Working Party, in 1957, 15 countries had accepted the Protocol (Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Finland, France, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Rumania, Spain, Turkey, USSR and Eastern Zone of Germany).
Six countries, although they had not accepted the Protocol, were nevertheless applying its provisions (Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland and Yugoslavia). Two countries did not intend to enforce any regulations applying the Protocol’s provisions, but would encourage their voluntary acceptance by traders (Sweden, United Kingdom). Ireland did not accept the Protocol.
The Federal Republic of Germany wanted to carefully examine the differences between our recommendations and the nationally adopted trade classes. No problems were expected for produce corresponding to “Extra” and “Class I” provisions of the Protocol; for produce of lower quality the Federal Republic would require special markings in addition to those prescribed in the Protocol.
For many years the Protocol constituted the basis for the activities of the Working Party. It was updated to take into account the changing trade practices, inspection procedures and national legislation. The latest revision (1985) consists of three major parts:
1.
General provisions to be applied in Europe for the commercial standardization and quality control of fresh fruit and vegetables and dry or dried fruit dispatched in international traffic
2.
Responsibilities of the Working Party
3.
Control certificate.
Over the past 25 years, the first part has evolved into two separate standard layouts for fresh fruit and vegetables and dry and dried produce, the latest revisions of which were adopted in 2008
. The second part has taken the form of the Terms of Reference and Working Procedures, adopted in 2007. The control certificate has become the Conformity Certificate, which was adopted in 2006. In other words, the 1985 Geneva Protocol document has become obsolete. However, the term “Geneva Protocol” is still used in the generic sense to refer to our activities in commercial agricultural quality standards.
The Working Party regularly carried out surveys of acceptance of standards by countries. For example the 1979 survey asked 35 countries which out of our 38 standards for fresh fruits and vegetables had been:

· accepted, i.e. reflected in the national legislation or regulations of the European Economic Community;

· accepted in principle, i.e. the government had approved the provisions of the standard but had not adjusted the corresponding provisions of the national standard;

· accepted with reservations;

· substituted by a national standard slightly different from ours.

Most countries replied that they had accepted our standards.

8.
UNECE standards become European Economic Community standards

In 1962, the secretariat of the European Economic Community (EEC) informed us that, in accordance with the Council of Ministers decision, common standards of quality would be applied by the EEC, from 1 July 1962, to certain types of fruit and vegetables traded between member countries or imported from non-members.
This regulation was firstly applied to the products for which our standards had already been adopted. For other products included in the Council decision, the EEC asked our Working Party to develop standards before July 1962. Adopted with slight changes by the EEC, 21 of our standards had become obligatory for intra-community trade since 30 July 1962
.
The European Commission and EU countries have always played the key role in drawing up our standards. By 2008, 36 UNECE standards had been adopted, with slight changes, in the EC regulations. The new EC Regulation No. 1580/2007 has reduced that number to 10, but at the same time providing traders with the option of grading produce in accordance with our standards. Demand for new and revised UNECE standards is expected to increase.
The minimum requirements, as well as broad definitions of classes, quality tolerances and uniformity, stipulated in Annex I (Quality conditions to be satisfied by each product for which there is no Community marketing standard as regards sales packages of fresh fruit and vegetables) of the Regulation, are practically identical to the corresponding provisions in the UNECE standard layout. The certificate of conformity in Annex III of the Regulation is the same as that recommended by the UNECE Working Party.
Regarding exports to third countries, paragraph (13) of the introductory part of the Regulation says: “Member States should ensure that exports of fresh fruit and vegetables to third countries conform to the marketing standards and should certify conformity, in accordance with the Geneva Protocol on standardization of fresh fruit and vegetables and dry and dried fruit concluded within the United nations Economic Commission for Europe and the OECD scheme for the application of international standards for fruit and vegetables.”
9.
UNECE and the OECD Scheme

In 1962 the OECD Scheme started its work on interpreting our standards to improve their practical application. This work has been carried out in close cooperation with the Working Party and its subsidiary bodies.

The OECD Scheme adopts our standards as OECD standards and develops explanatory material to interpret them. It draws up guidelines on conformity inspection, organizes meetings for national inspectors to discuss implementation of the guidelines and the standards and carries out capacity-building activities and peer reviews of inspection systems.

The feedback from the OECD Scheme on the provisions in the standard layout and in individual standards has been regular and substantive. For example, in October 1971 the Working Party adopted the OECD Scheme recommendation concerning general provisions for the labeling (marking) and identification of fresh fruits and vegetables. Most of the particulars suggested in the label, reproduced below, are part of the marking provisions of the 2008 UNECE Standard Layout.
	Name and address of packer and/or dispatcher:

(or code mark)

	Nature of produce (where necessary):

Variety (or commercial type):

	Country of origin:

Trade name (where appropriate):
	Class:

	Size:
	Weight (or number of units)


The OECD Scheme was also involved in drawing up standards until 1996. In the beginning of the 1982s, the Scheme worked on standards for Chinese cabbage, kiwifruit, custard apples and mangoes. It is interesting to note that the first draft of the standard for mangoes was developed by Mali in cooperation with the International Trade Centre (UNCTAD/GATT) in Geneva.
At the December 1990 session of the Working Party, the OECD Scheme reported on its work to establish objective methods of determining minimum ripeness (iodine test for apples and Brix values for certain other fruits). The Brix values are now an important indication of minimum commercial quality in many of our standards. These minimum values guarantee edibility, not necessarily good taste.
The important role of the OECD Scheme is fully recognized in the EC Regulation No. 1580/2007. The opening remark to Annex VI on methods of inspection points out that the presented methods are based on the provisions of the guide for the implementation of quality control of fresh fruit and vegetables adopted by the UNECE Working Party and developed by the OECD Scheme.
The same annex further implies, under “(e) Control of produce”, that the inspection of uniformity, minimum requirements, quality classes and size shall be carried out on the basis of the bulk sample, or on the basis of the composite sample, taking into account the explanatory brochures published by the OECD Scheme, and that the criteria on the degree of development and/or ripeness can be checked using the instruments and methods laid down to this end in the relevant marketing standards or in accordance with the accepted practice, that is with the OECD Guidance on Objective Tests to Determine Quality of Fruit and Vegetables and Dry and Dried Produce
.
In 2005, UNECE launched an external evaluation of its work. As a result of extensive consultations to review activities and set new priorities, our member States decided that the work in agricultural quality standards should be strengthened and that “Consultations should be initiated with the OECD in order to concentrate the activities of the two organizations within the ECE.” Many of the same experts work in parallel in both bodies on the standard and explanatory material for the same product. Concentrating the activities in standard-setting and developing explanatory material in UNECE would increase efficiency of this work.
The proposed transfer of activities from the OECD would provide an important opportunity to expand the participation of countries in the development of both the standards and explanatory material. This broader participation would give the standards higher international recognition and prominence. 
To prepare the transfer, the Working Party adopted in 2007 its new Terms of Reference and Working Procedures, by which it opened its activities to all member countries of the United Nations, and extended its mandate to cover the development of explanatory material. It has also initiated work on the first UNECE explanatory brochure for sweet peppers and has started discussion on restructuring its activities.
The final decision on the transfer belongs to the member countries of the OECD Scheme. It is expected to be taken in the fourth quarter of 2009.
It should be acknowledged that for years the Working Party has enjoyed constructive and efficient cooperation of the OECD Scheme in promoting UNECE standards and in their practical application.
10.
UNECE and Codex Alimentarius Commission

How to avoid duplication of work on commercial agricultural quality standards by UNECE and Codex is and has always been a highly controversial issue. On several occasions the Working Party expressed serious concern that the existence of two international standards for the same product, not fully harmonized, would confuse and obstruct rather than facilitate international trade. Nevertheless, the Working Party’s view that our standards were truly international in scope rather than regional and that they were drawn up to facilitate international trade is not shared by those Codex member countries which are not members of UNECE.
Already back in 1983, in attempting to solve the problem of duplication, the Working Party had proposed to the Committee on Agricultural Problems that it adopt the following text on coordinating its programme of work with that of Codex. 
“A.
Cooperation

(i)
The Working Party agrees to inform the Codex Alimentarius Commission regularly of its programme of work, including the intention to undertake any new work relating to the standardization of foodstuffs other than fresh fruit and vegetables.

(ii)
Similarly, the Codex Alimentarius Commission will regularly inform the Working Party of matters of interest to the Working Party arising from the work (actual or planned) of the Commission.
(iii)
The secretariat of the Codex Alimentarius Commission shall regularly inform its member countries of the work of UNECE, letting them know that they are invited to participate in meetings of the Working Party and of its subsidiary bodies.
(iv)
In certain cases the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the ECE may consider establishing joint ECE/Codex for the elaboration of standards for products of common interest.
B.
Harmonization of standards

(i)
Where the Working Party proposes to develop a standard for which a Codex standard or draft standard already exists, the minimum requirements and tolerances applying to Class II produce of the UNECE standard should in principle be the same as those contained in the world-wide Codex standard.
Nevertheless, in cases where the perishability of the produce is such that a deterioration of quality might be expected between the point of dispatch and arrival at the point of destination, the UNECE standard may recommend more stringent minimum requirements and tolerances to be applied at the point of dispatch in order to take account of this perishability.

The Working Party continues to establish commercial quality standards for classes and above the minimum requirements.

(ii)
Where the Codex Alimentarius Commission proposes to develop a standard for a commodity for which a UNECE standard, recommendation or draft at an earlier stage exists, the first draft of the Codex standard should include all of the provisions of the UNECE text except those which are clearly related to the commercial quality requirements for the higher classes of produce.
(iii)
Where neither a Codex standard nor a Codex draft standard exists for products which are traded worldwide as well as within Europe, the Codex Alimentarius Commission shall give due regard to requests of the Working Party for work to commence on the elaboration of a Codex standard, in anticipation of work by the Working Party on the elaboration of the commercial quality classification in accordance with the principles set out above.
(iv)
In the area of food safety the Working party recognizes the competence and leading role of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. UNECE standards shall not normally contain provisions on food additives, contaminants, pesticides or on food hygiene.
(v)
In the area of marking (labelling), the UNECE standards shall contain only such labelling provisions as would be appropriate for the commercial standardization of the produce or for the information of traders and quality control services. The Codex International General Standard for the Labelling of Prepackaged Foods should be given due recognition - perhaps in the introductory note by the secretariat to each of the publications containing UNECE standards.
(vi)
In the area of methods of analysis and sampling, the role of the Codex Alimentarius Commission in defining the purpose of international standard methods and in establishing criteria for their selection is recognized by the Working Party. Methods in Codex and UNECE standards should ideally be the same.”
In response to the decision of the Codex Alimentarius Commission to establish a new Codex Committee for the standardization of the standardization of fresh fruit and vegetables grown exclusively in tropical zones, UNECE at its 1988 session adopted a resolution requesting that:
“(a)
the list of fresh fruit and vegetables which will be standardized by the new Codex Committee be established in agreement with the other standardizing intergovernmental organizations;
(b)
intergovernmental organizations involved in standardization work in close relation, so as to maintain a high methodological homogeneity in the elaboration of standards;
(c)
the standards for fruit and vegetables considered as “exclusively” tropical be established without mention, neither in the definition nor in any other chapter of the standard, of this fact.”
Another serious attempt to agree on the coordination of work between the two organizations was undertaken at the November 1993 session of the Working Party. The Director of the then Joint FAO/ECE Agricultural and Timber Division made a proposal on joint UNECE/Codex activities which would offer the following:
(a)
all countries could participate with equal right;
(b)
the global nature of the standards would be granted;
(c)
aspects of safety and consumer health as well as commercial quality aspects would be incorporated;
(d)
the distinction between tropical and other fruit would disappear.
This approach could take the form of a joint Codex/UNECE body by merging the Codex Committee on Tropical Fresh Fruits and Vegetables with the UNECE Group of Experts on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables. Meetings and chairmanship of the joint body would alternate between Mexico City and Geneva. The Mexico and UNECE secretariats would service the meeting on an alternate basis as well.
This proposal was rejected with several delegations pointing out the problems that could arise:
(a)
completely different methods of working between the Codex and the UNECE with different procedural manuals would slow down the work;
(b)
different meeting locations, chairmen, and secretariat could affect the continuity of the work;
(c)
the extra travel costs involved for experts;
(d)
impact on other organizations like OECD and the European Community whose work is based on UNECE standards;
(e)
procedural matters would need to be discussed and agreed which would take up valuable time and slow down the work.
Between that time and today, apart from the Codex using the UNECE standards as a starting point for developing their own, no fundamental changes have taken place in the methods of work of both organizations to ensure closer cooperation and coordination of work.


































































�  The other four are: the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA, Beirut), the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP, Bangkok), the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA, Addis Ababa) and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC, Santiago).


� Its Terms of Reference and Working procedures are available on: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/welcome.htm" ��http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/welcome.htm� 


� All UNECE standards are downloadable from: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/welcome.htm" ��www.unece.org/trade/agr/welcome.htm� and can be used for free.


� The revised 1985 version of Geneva Protocol on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables and Dry and Dried Fruit is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/info/gevprot/protoc_e.doc" ��www.unece.org/trade/agr/info/gevprot/protoc_e.doc�


� The standard layouts are available on: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/fresh/FFV-Standards.htm" ��www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/fresh/FFV-Standards.htm� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/dry/DDP-Standards.htm" ��www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/dry/DDP-Standards.htm�





� Apples and pears, tomatoes, cauliflowers, onions, lettuces and endives, apricots, peaches, plums, artichokes, cherries, strawberries, witloof chicory, spinach, table grapes, shelling peas, beans, carrots, lemons, oranges, mandarins and clementines.


� Downloadable from: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oecd.org/agr/fv" ��www.oecd.org/agr/fv�





