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1. The Fourth session of the Project Working Group (PWG) on Trade took place on 26 Oct. 2009 in the Palais des Nations –the UN Office in Geneva. Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan as well as representatives of Germany, Mongolia, Romania and other countries were represented on up to the vice ministerial level. Representatives of UNECE, UNESCAP, UNDP, UNCTAD, WIPO, WTO, ITC, the European Commission, OECD, AITIC, GTZ and others also took part in the meeting. 
2. Ms Larisa Kislyakova, Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade of Tajikistan and Chairperson of the PWG presided over the fourth session of the PWG. 
3. Ms Kislyakova, Ms Cram-Martos, Director of the UNECE Trade and Timber Division, and Ms Shamika Sirimanne, chief of the trade facilitation section at UUNESCAP pronounced the opening statements.
4. The PWG adopted the programme of the meeting, which included the following items: 
1. Opening
2. Adoption of the Agenda
3. Report on the implementation of the SPECA PWG on Trade 
4. Trade policy issues
5. Capacity-building to enhance agricultural exports, alignment with international standards and regulatory cooperation
6. Trade facilitation 

7. Proposals for items on the agenda of the SPECA PWG on Trade
8. Aid-for-Trade Roadmap for Central Asia: Possible role for the PWG on Trade
9. Round Table on Aid-for-Trade
10. The future work of the SPECA PWG on Trade
11. Other issues
12. Closing of the PWG
5. The Chairperson of the PWG presented a report on activities since the last meeting of the PWG in October 2008 in Bishkek. It reviewed progress in the implementation of the working plan of the PWG. There were also reports on the status of projects and activities in the area of trade policy, agricultural standards and trade facilitation. These activities were part of the projects on: a) trade facilitation (5th tranche of the UN Development Account Project), b) the application of agricultural quality standards, c) the initiative on "Aid for Trade" for the SPECA countries, and d) harmonization of free trade agreements and other activities. The Chairperson welcomed the initiative and activities of Azerbaijan in the area of Aid for Trade, and noted that this particular approach (when countries make initiatives and later promote them) is the best way forward for the PWG.
6. All countries made short reports on the status of their WTO accession. The representative of Kazakhstan reported on the change of setting in the negotiations of their country after the decision to establish a Customs Union between Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia. Kyrgyzstan noted their willingness to join the Customs Union, which would entail the need to review some of their commitments in the WTO. Following statements by Mr. Mammad-Guliyev, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan and chief negotiator on the Azerbaijan accession to the WTO, all participants agreed that SPECA countries should cooperate in the process of the WTO accession and that the UNECE and ESCAP should support the SPECA countries in their bid to be recognized as developing countries in the process of the WTO accession.

7. Once again countries put forward the idea of creating an informal forum of negotiators to exchange experiences on their WTO accession processes. In the past, donors (especially GTZ) were reluctant to fund a regional project based on such an initiative. Furthermore, the UN decision not to finance the project from the 7th tranche of the UN Development Account had created further delay. Countries once again turned to the UNECE and ESCAP to seek new sources of funding.
8. Participants listened to the report on the Seminar on Agricultural Quality Standards in the Kyrgyz Republic. Given the high significance of agricultural exports to their economies, all countries expressed willingness to cooperate with the UNECE on further capacity-building projects in this area.
9. The representative of Azerbaijan noted that not only trade facilitation and trade policy are important, but production capacity also plays a significant role in their development, and the countries asked the international agencies to assist in enhancing their productive capacity. 

10. On the results of the 5th tranche UN Development Account project on trade facilitation in Central Asia, the participants took into account the report on: (a) the successful creation of two networks (the SPECA PWG on Trade and the network of public-private cooperation in the framework of capacity-building activities in trade facilitation); and (b) the results of the capacity-building seminars on: the integrated approach to trade and transport facilitation; the Single Window; electronic trade documents; trade facilitation at the border; and the creation of national mechanisms for interagency and public-private cooperation in the area of trade facilitation and the Single Window. They asked the Regional Adviser and the Director of the UNECE Trade Division and the representative of UNESCAP to develop a concept on the further development of the results of this project in the area of Eurasian trade links, in particular in the facilitation of trade and trade information flows on the basis of the Single Window concept and data harmonization. 
They also asked the international organizations to work on the technical aspects of implementing international standards for the Singel Window systems. 
11. The participants took note of a report on the 6th tranche UN Development Account project on trade facilitation and the Single Window. 
12. On the initiative for a Road Map on Aid-for-Trade for SPECA, the participants highly appreciated the presentations of experts from Azerbaijan and UNDP. During the Round Table with the participation of international organizations and aid agencies, they clearly stated their willingness to work on the Aid for-Trade Road Map for SPECA Initiative and asked Azerbaijan, UNECE, UNESCAP and UNDP to work further on this initiative. 
13. On the issue of the future financing of the PWG on Trade, after the Fifth tranche of the UN Development Account Project (four meetings of the PWG were funded with this project), the countries discussed different options and decided to ask the Chairperson of the Group, UNECE and UNESCAP to appeal to donors (Islamic Development Bank, GTZ, USAID) and “Aid-for-Trade” partners for assistance on this issue. It is also necessary to pursue opportunities for a combination of meetings (for example, PWG meeting could be combined together with the meeting of Ministers on the initiative of the Roadmap for “Aid-for-Trade” for SPECA countries, which is scheduled for May 2010 in Baku).
14. Thus, two proposals were put forward for the venue of the next PWG meeting: (1) Baku, in combination with the Ministerial Meeting on Aid-for-Trade (2) in Dushanbe, at the invitation of the Chairperson of the PWG, if the first option does not work. UNESCAP will be responsible for the next meeting and will consult on the location and time of the meeting. 
