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SPECIAL PROGRAMME FOR THE ECONOMIES OF CENTRAL ASIA (SPECA)

Project Working Group on Trade

Fourth session

Geneva, Switzerland, 26 October 2009
Palais des Nations, Hall VIII
PROGRAMME
  9:30 – 10:00
Registration
10:00 - 10:20
1. 
Opening Session

Opening Address by the Chairperson of the Project Working Group on Trade, H.E Ms. Larisa Pavlovna Kislyakova, Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade, 
Government of Tajikistan
Opening Address by Ms Virginia Cram-Martos, Director, Trade and Timber Division, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

Opening Address by Ms. Shamika Sirimanne, Chief, Trade Facilitation Section, Trade and Investment Division, UNESCAP
10:20 - 10:25
2. 
Adoption of Agenda 

10:25 - 11:00
3.
Review of the Implementation of the Work Plan of the Project Working Group on Trade (PWG on Trade)

The PWG on Trade will take stock of the third year of the implementation of its Work Plan. 

10:25 – 10:35
Report of the Chairperson of the PWG on Trade, H.E. Mrs. Larisa Pavlovna 
Kislyakova, Deputy Minister of Economic Development and Trade, Tajikistan
10:35 – 10:40
Information on the status of the list of projects and new requests: report by the UNECE Secretariat, Mr. Mario Apostolov, Regional Adviser, UNECE Trade 
10:40 – 10:45
Information on the status of the list of projects and new requests: report by the UNESCAP Secretariat, Ms. Shamika Sirimanne, Chief, Trade Facilitation Section, Trade and Investment Division, UNESCAP
10:45 – 11:00
Discussion
11:00 - 11:30
4.
Trade Policy Issues 

The Group will discuss trade policy issues of common interest to the Central Asian countries (such as implementation and harmonization of bilateral and regional free trade agreements, WTO accession, Doha negotiations, etc.) 
11:00 – 11:20
Short presentations by UNECE, UNESCAP and the participants
11:20 – 11:30
Discussion
11:30 – 11:45
Coffee break

11:45 – 12:00
5.
Capacity-building to enhance agricultural exports, compliance with international standards, and regulatory cooperation
11:45 – 11:55
Reports on ongoing projects by UNECE
11:55 – 12:00
Discussion
12:00 – 12:20
6.
Trade Facilitation 

12:00 – 12:15 
Presentations by UNECE and UNESCAP on the implementation of the 5th and 6th tranche UN Development Account and other projects on trade facilitation. 

12:15 – 12:20
Discussion

12:20 – 12:30
7.
Proposals for items on the agenda of the SPECA PWG on Trade
Proposals for further activities of the SPECA PWG on Trade. Discussions on possible financing. 
12:30 – 13:00
8.
Aid-for-Trade Roadmap for Central Asia
 Introduction and overview of the Aid-for-Trade Roadmap for Central Asia; planned activities (needs assessments, Ministerial Conference, etc.); possible role of the SPECA PWG on Trade as an institutional basis for this initiative. 
13:00 – 15:00
Lunch break
15:00 – 17:00
9.
Round Table on Aid-for-Trade
15:00 – 15:30
National AfT Needs Assessments: UNDP and National Representatives
15:30 – 17:00
Round Table discussion with the participation of the major international organizations dealing with trade, the donor community, and the SPECA countries senior officials. Purpose: identify specific areas for AfT for SPECA countries and provide a clear mandate to UNECE, UNESCAP, UNDP and others to undertake activities within the framework of AfT for the benefit of the Central Asian countries. Country presentations and proposals. 
17:00 – 17:15
Coffee break

17:15 – 17:35
10.
The future work of the SPECA PWG on Trade  

The future work of SPECA PWG on Trade (after the end of the fifth tranche UN Development Account project) and options for its future financing.
17:35 – 17:45
11.
 Other matters 

Any other matters participants may wish to bring up.

17:45 – 18:00
12.
 Closing of the PWG meeting

Closing statements by the Chairperson of the PWG-Trade and representatives of UNECE and ESCAP.
18:00 – 19:00    Closed meeting of Senior Officials from the SPECA countries
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