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Since the first session of the Project Working Group in Dushanbe in December 2006, with UNECE as the lead agency, the project on trade facilitation for the SPECA countries, financed by the 5th tranche of the UN Development Account, actually kicked off. The Opening Workshop on Integrated approach to trade facilitation and public-private partnerships was held in Almaty in June 2007. It reviewed the state of play of implementation of trade facilitation measures in the SPECA countries and discussed trade facilitation projects and programmes being implemented in the region by other international and regional organizations and bilateral donor agencies such as UNDP, ADB, EU/BOMCA, GTZ and USAID.
The key objectives and results of this activity were: (a) the promotion of the international standards (UNECE, UNCEFACT) in trade facilitation, building Single Window systems, and (b) support for public-private partnership in the achievement of trade facilitation. One of the results was fostering the establishment of a Single Window project in Kyrgyzstan, based on UNCEFACT Recommendation 33. Most SPECA countries participated in the training seminars organized by UNECE for the EurAsEC countries on trade facilitation, data harmonization for building the environment for Single Window and electronic documents.

Another Workshop on UNeDocs was organized for the ASEAN and SPECA countries in April 2007 in Bangkok (financed under the UNDA 4th Tranche). UNECE and SPECA supported the activities of National Trade and Transport Bodies in Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan (where a committee was created in 2007, after UNESCAP and UNECE held seminars there), Azerbaijan and Afghanistan. 

Efforts were made to mobilize funds to implement the project on: Building the capacity of the SPECA member countries in their accession to WTO, post-accession negotiations and implementation of WTO agreements and commitments, as well as establishment of an informal WTO Forum within SPECA. Discussions are under way with the Government of Azerbaijan to organize a Round Table in 2008 in Baku as a first step. Various other donors were approached, but no funding commitments were made. 

During 2007, the Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Agreement Database (APTIAD) has been updated and currently lists 133 regional and bilateral trade agreements involving an UNESCAP Member State. Indicators to measure performance and to develop common frameworks for consolidation of these agreements have been developed. 

Efforts are made by UNESCAP to engage SPECA countries as members of the Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement (APTA). 

In response to a request by the PWG at its first session, a study is being prepared on “Regional Approaches in Central Asia to Technical Barriers to Trade”. The final draft is expected by end November 2007. In the context of preparations for the Mid-Term Review of the Almaty Programme of Action in 2008, a Global Thematic Meeting on Trade and Trade Facilitation was held in Ulaan Bataar from 28 to 31 August 2007 co-organized by UNESCAP. 
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