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STATE CUSTOMS COMMITTEE OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Capacity Building in Support of Trade Integration with Emphasis on Integrated Trade Information Flow Management and Trade Facilitation in Central Asia 
(5th Tranche of the UN Development Account Project)

Seminar on Single Window and Data Harmonization 
in Central Asia

5 – 7 May 2008
Crescent Beach Hotel & Leisure Resort

Baku, Azerbaijan

FINAL PROGRAMME
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
The Seminar on Single Window and Data Harmonization in Central Asia is organized jointly by the UNESCAP and UNECE, under the United Nations Development Account project (5th Tranche), entitled Capacity Building in Support of Trade Integration with Emphasis on Integrated Trade Information Flow Management and Trade Facilitation in Central Asia. The main objective of this project is to increase the capacity of the Central Asian countries to develop regional trade integration and facilitation policies, which will lead to the increase of their competitiveness in regional and global markets. The project seeks to examine possibilities for implementing single window facilities, using international standards for streamlining trade procedure and information flows and creating network among the trade facilitation stakeholders, based on public-private partnership. 

This Seminar aims to provide training to the trade and customs experts from the Central Asian countries, through enhancing their knowledge on the requirements and international standards and best practices for the implementation of single window facilities for submission, processing and exchange of trade data. It is expected through this Seminar, experts will gain the skills to use international standards and tools for trade data exchange in order to implement a single window facility in their countries. The Seminar is a combination of training sessions, provided by experienced resource persons, and interactive discussion sessions, during which experts from individual countries will be requested to provide a concrete example/ input, as identified in the programme below. 

Contact person: 
Maria Misovicova, Economic Affairs Officer, UNESCAP, Tel.: (+66-2) 288-2118,

E-mail: misovicova@un.org
DAY ONE: MONDAY, 5 MAY 2008
08:30 –  09:00 

Registration 
09:00 – 09:30
 
Welcome & Opening 



Mr. Aydin Aliyev, Chairman, State Customs Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan



Mr. A. Dayaratna Silva, Acting Director of  Department of Commerce, Head, Regional 


Economic Cooperation Division, Ministry of Export Development and International 



Trade, Sri Lanka 




Mr. Xuan Zengpei, Director, Trade and Investment Division (TID),
UNESCAP
Session 1:


Establishing a Single Window Facility: Introduction 
09:30 – 10:45

Moderator: Mr. Xuan Zengpei, UNESCAP  
· The role of single window in international trade

· Global and regional trends in establishing a single window

· Single window definitions, models

· Preconditions for and stages in establishing single window



Mr. Xuan Zengpei, UNESCAP 




Ms. Maria Misovicova, Economic Affairs Officer, TID, UNESCAP 




Mr. Mario Apostolov, Regional Advisor, Trade and Timber Division, UNECE



Q&A
11:45 – 11:05

Tea/coffee break   

Session 2: 

International Standards and Tools to Implement Single Window and Data 


Exchange

11:05 – 13:00

Moderator: Mr. Mario Apostolov, UNECE
· UN/CEFACT Recommendation 33 on establishing a Single Window
· International standards for data harmonization for single window (UNLK, UNeDocs)
· Best practices and models for data harmonization using established international standards and code lists 

· Transport processes analysis and data harmonization for the ASEAN Single Window in Thailand 




Mr. Mario Apostolov, UNECE




Mr. Markus Pikart, Economic Affairs Officer, Trade and Timber Division, UNECE




Dr. Somnuk Keretho, Consultant UNESCAP, Advisor on Thailand e-Logistics, 


Ministry of Information and Technology, Director - Institute for Information 



Technology Innovation, Kasetsart University, Thailand



Q&A

13:00 – 14:00

Lunch break 

Session 3:


Simplification and Harmonization of Trade Documents and Data for Single 


Window in Central Asia: Experiences of participating countries 

14:00 – 15:00 

Moderator: Mr. Markus Pikart, UNECE 

In this session, each participating country will be requested to present two national trade documents a) Certificate of Origin, and b) transport document (e.g. CMR or SNGS consignment note, transit document, bill of lading, packing list), providing information on regulatory requirements (domestic laws and regulations) behind the document and what are the data requirements. 

· Afghanistan

· Azerbaijan

· Kazakhstan

· Kyrgyzstan



Q&A

15:00 – 15:20

Tea/coffee break 

15:20 – 16:20 

· Tajikistan

· Turkmenistan

· Uzbekistan 



Q&A

16:20 – 17:00 

Discussion on outstanding issues 

DAY TWO: TUESDAY, 6 MAY 2007

Session 4:


Current Single Window and Data Exchange Models: National best practices and 

lessons learnt from Europe and the Asia-Pacific region 
09:00 – 10:30

Moderator: Mr. Xuan Zengpei, UNESCAP  
· Experience of Sri Lanka: Mr. P. Ajantha Dias, Director, Sri Lanka Customs 
· Experience of Thailand: Dr. Somnuk Keretho, Thailand
· Experience of Hong Kong: Mr. Peter Stokes, Managing Consultant, Axway Asia-Pacific, Hong Kong, China 



Q&A 
10:30 – 10:50 

Tea/ coffee break 

10:50 – 12:30
· Experience of Azerbaijan: Mr. Arif Aliyev, Chief, Statistics and Information Technologies Head Department
· Experience of Sweden: Mr. Mats Wicktor, Director, Customs Future Centre, Sweden
· Experience of Afghanistan in introducing ASYCUDA: Mr. Mohamad Malyar Jabarkhel, IT/Automation Director, Afghanistan  Customs Department
· Experience of Turkey: Mr. Durmus Okan Bozkirli, Undersecretariat of Customs of the Republic of Turkey




Q&A 
12:30 – 13:30

Lunch break 

Session 5:
Practical Examples of Implementation Tools for Single Window and Cross-Border Data Exchange 
13:30 – 14:30

Moderator: Mr. Mario Apostolov, UNECE 

· UN Toolkit for aligned trade documents 

· Implementation of UN/CEFACT standards and tools in India

· UN Regional network for experts for paperless trade in Asia Pacific 



Mr. Markus Pikart, UNECE

Mr. S.P. Sahu, Central Board of Excise and Customs, India 



Ms. Maria Misovicova, UNESCAP



Q&A 

14:30 – 14:50 

Tea/ coffee break 

Session 6: 

Needs and Priorities of the Countries in Central Asia
14:50 – 16:00

Moderator: Mr. Xuan Zengpei, UNESCAP

Objective of the Session: What are the gaps and future requirements of individual countries for the trade data harmonization and the implementation of single window? How UNESCAP and UNECE could assists to address the individual country needs? UNESCAP will introduce a Single Window Readiness Questionnaire to collect a country-based data. 


Discussion 
DAY THREE: WEDNESDAY, 7 MAY 2008

ROUND TABLE:
ESTABLISHING THE EAST AND CENTRAL ASIAN FORUM FOR EFFICIENT 


TRADE 

09:00 – 12:00 
The Round Table will introduce the concept of the Asia-Pacific Forum for Efficient Trade (AFET), established under the auspices of UNESCAP with the aim to provide a forum for experts from public and private sector to exchange experiences, best practices and lessons learnt from the implementation of trade facilitation. The East and Central Asian Forum for Efficient Trade (ECAFET) could serve as a subregional platform based on public-private partnership to champion subregional trade facilitation initiatives that would lead in transforming landlocked countries into “landlinked”. 



Moderator: Mr. Akif Mustafayev, Chairman, National Trade and Transport 


Facilitation Committee, National Secretary of Azerbaijan in IGC TRACECA, Azerbaijan 



Presenter: 



Mr. Xuan Zengpei, UNESCAP 

12:00 – 12:30 

Conclusions and recommendations:  Mr. Xuan Zengpei, UNESCAP, and 




Mr. Mario Apostolov, UNECE 
12:30


Close of the seminar
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