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Introduction





Chapter I Key concepts and definitions for the 
measurement of migration

1. Foreigners and the foreign born



2. Measurement of migrant stock



3. Duration of stay and measurement of migration flows

4. Long-term and short-term migrants and data considerations





5. Purpose of stay

6. Irregular migration





Chapter II Administrative Data

1. Role of administrative sources in producing international
migration statistics



Major categories of migration data sources and subjects of measurement





2. Methodological issues and definitions in administrative
migration statistics



3. Migration statistics based on registers and registrations of
people at place of residence

3.1. Overview



Screenshot from Statistics Norway’s (Central Bureau of Statistics) website. Main 
tables with statistics of international and internal migration flows in 20149



Immigrants and Norwegian-born to immigrant parents, permanent population as of 1 
January 2015 (ranked by number of immigrants) 

Population by 
immigrant 
category and 
country 
background 

Born in 
Norway to 

Norwegian-
born parents* Immigrants*

Norwegian-
born to 

immigrant 
parents**

Foreign 
born with 

one 
Norwegian-
born parent

Foreign 
born with 

one foreign 
born

parent 

Foreign 
born to 

Norwegian-
born parents

Total 4,046,190 669,380 135,583 34,513 242,217 37,919
Source



Registers of foreigners



3.2. Migration statistics based on population registration systems in CIS 
countries12

Availability of registers and personal identification numbers in CIS countries and 
use of PINs for producing international migration statistics 

Availability of 
population 

register 
Availability of 

PIN 

Is PIN used for 
registration at 

the place of stay 
or residence?

Is PIN used for 
producing 
migration 
statistics? 



Availability of 
population 

register 
Availability of 

PIN 

Is PIN used for 
registration at 

the place of stay 
or residence?

Is PIN used for 
producing 
migration 
statistics? 

Current measurement of migration flows based on registration at place of residence 
and place of stay: Measurement techniques 





Statistical records of departure of the Kyrgyz Republic (left) and arrival of the Republic 
of Belarus (right)

Current measurement of migrants in CIS countries: methodology and definitions 







Mirror data on migration flows between Russia and Belarus, 2000-2013, thousands) 

Source
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Distribution of foreign citizens in the Russian Federation, as of 7 June 2015, by length 
of stay after arrival, million and percentage

Source

Statistics on permanent and temporary residence permits based on foreigner registration 
systems in CIS countries

< 1 month, 
1.2, 10%

1- 3 months , 
1.8, 16%

3- 6 months , 
1.6, 14%

6- 12 months , 
2.8, 26%

12+ months , 
3.7, 34%



Number of foreigners who acquired temporary and permanent residence 
permits in Russia, 2010-2013, thousands 

2010 2011 2012 2013

Total 199.3 257.7 330.9 344.7
Source



An excerpt of a statistical report based on the State Population Register of 
Moldova 

Source



Excerpt from the 2014 Statistical Report of the State Migration Service of 
Ukraine

Source



4. Administrative sources of data on specific categories of migrants
and associated events

4.1. Statistics of labour migration

Overview 



Administrative data on labour migration 

Type of data Statistical category 



specialized 



Screenshot of a web page from the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation in 
Ireland30



Administrative data on labour out-migration 

Labour migration statistics in CIS countries  





4.2.  Statistics on international students 

Overview 



Screenshot from Statistics Norway’s web site with data on students in
universities and colleges

Student migration statistics in CIS countries 





Excerpt from the table “Number of foreign students in the tertiary educational 
institutions of the Republic of Moldova”  

Source

Major indicators of higher educational institutions in Ukraine, 2014/15 
academic year.

Source

2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14
Total /  / Total 1646 1383 1219 1300 1372 1632 2028 2138

din care, din:

of which, from:
Belarus /  / Belarus 16 20 15 13 15 11 10 5
Bulgaria / / Bulgaria 82 66 53 44 47 24 16 4
China / / China 5 4 4 7 2 3 1 9
Iordania / / Jordan 89 45 9 5 6 7 8 7
Israel / / Israel 175 207 300 525 764 1068 1384 1551
Kazahstan /  / Kazakhstan 4 5 1 3 4 3 4 3
România / / Romania 130 100 78 48 36 80 155 108

118 113 102 82

Russian Federation
Siria / / Syria 223 159 103 62 23 10 14 16
Sudan / / Sudan 39 28 24 14 7 1 3 4
Turcia / / Turkey 190 163 149 146 76 57 60 71
Ucraina / / Ukraine 421 354 271 235 202 157 165 164

/ Other countries 94 66 72 57 72 98 106 114

178 166

NUMBER OF FOREIGN STUDENTS STUDYING IN HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

141140



4.3. Visa statistics

Overview 



Screenshot detailing visas issued by the United States, 

Source



Excerpt of the UK Government report on visas issued in 2013, thousand 

Length 

Total visas 
(excl. visit 

and transit) 

Including

Work Study Student 
visitors 

Short term (less than 1 year) 235.4 61.8 62.2 77.6
including:

Long term (1 year or over) 296.7 92.9 156.4 n/a
including:

Total visas issued (excl. visit 
and transit) 532.1 154.7 218.6 77.6 

Average visa length (number 
of years) 1.6 1.7 1.7 0.6 

Visa statistics in CIS countries 



Screenshot from Russian MIA Consular Department with open data on 
major areas activities53



Number of entry visas issued by the Consular Department of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Russia, 2009-2014, thousands 

Source

621.6 637.3 725.6 714.6 753.6 706.4

91.2 97.3
105.9 124.2 111.1 112.2

1400.3 1487.4
1512.2 1460.3 1453.8

1196.5

411.9
404.8

445.3 456.5 469.9

426.2

2525.0 2626.7
2789.1 2755.7 2788.4

2441.3

0.0
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Number of visas issued in Russia: 2009-2014, FMS, thousands 

Source

69.9 75.1 80.9 84.5 90.4 103.5

236.7 206.8 214.0 218.8 214.1 205.9

50.7
71.2 62.2 49.9 40.3 31.6

357.2 353.2 357.2 353.2 344.7 341.0

0.0

50.0

100.0

150.0

200.0

250.0

300.0

350.0

400.0

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Other

Work

Students

Total



4.4. Consular registration

Overview 

Consular registration data in CIS countries





Russian citizens permanently residing in Germany: data of the Russian MFA Consular 
Department vs. data of the Federal Statistical Office of Germany, 2008-2013, thousand 

Source

188.3 189.3 191.3 195.3 202.1 216.3

497.5
531.7 553.7 559.1 564.7 568.7

0.0

100.0

200.0

300.0

400.0

500.0

600.0

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Statistics Germany ,   citizens of
the  Russian Federation , Resident
population

Consular Department MFA of
Russia,  RF citizens, permanently
residing in Germany



Russian citizens registered with consular offices as permanently residing in Finland, 
Sweden and Norway vs. Russian citizens, per national statistical office data 2008-2010 

Finland Sweden Norway

Russian 
MFA CD 

Statistics 
Finland 

Russian 
MFA CD 

Statistics 
Sweden 

Russian 
MFA CD 

Statistics 
Norway 

Source

5. Data collection at national borders

5.1. Overview 

Passport control



Main administrative sources and types of data collected at borders

Type of measurement Type of migration data (what is measured)

•
•

•

•
-

-

•

ibid



Quarterly FRONTEX report: cover page and excerpt from the table of 
contents

Migration cards 



Excerpt of statistical report on non-immigrant admissions to the U.S.: 2012, based 
on Form I-94. 

Source

5.2. Data collected borders in CIS countries

Border control statistics. 

Berkut
Kaskad Potok



Entries into Russia from select CIS countries, 1998-2013, thousands. 

Source

0.0

500.0

1000.0

1500.0

2000.0

2500.0

3000.0

3500.0

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

 2
01

3

Moldova

Kyrgyzstan

Tajikistan

Uzbekistan



inter alia

 The statistics based on migration cards in CIS countries. 

Immigration card in Ukraine



Migration card for a national of Tajikistan 



Migration cards processed in Russia: 2009-2014, thousands 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Source

Table 11.  

Example of statistics produced by migration cards filled in by Tajik nationals 
when going abroad: 2005-2012, persons 

Number of Tajikistan nationals leaving abroad for work independently 

Years Total 
Age, years

Under 18 18-29 30-59 60 and more 
Both sexes

Source



6. Administrative data and irregular migration estimates

Berkut



Citizens of Kyrgyzstan legally employed in Russia vs. data of household surveys in 
Kyrgyzstan* on country nationals abroad for work purposes, 2006-2009, 
thousands

Source

7. Quality of administrative statistics on migration

0.0

50.0

100.0

150.0

200.0

250.0

2006 2008 2009

Statistics of Russia on flow of
the  citizens of  Kyrgyzstan
employed  during the
reporting year

Statistics of Russia on the
stock of the citizens of
Kyrgyzstan  employed  at the
end of the reporting year

Kyrgyzstan survey data on
stock of the country citizens
stayig abroad  with the
purpose "work"



Gaps in coverage

Impact of multiple citizenship. 



Incomplete or incorrect data entries

Territory”

Errors in data input and storage packages. 



Mistakes in methodologies to produce statistics. 

Differences in time of move and the time of registration. 

Distinction between migration events and migrants.



Berkut 



Methods to assess quality

8. Possibilities for compilations and comparisons of administrative
data



9. Interaction between national statistics offices and producers of 
administrative data on migration





10. Potential administrative sources of migration data in CIS
countries



Excerpt of a report on citizenship of brides and grooms married in Belarus 
in 2012  

Source



Percentage of marriages with foreigners 
in selected regions of Russia, 2011 

Percentage of children born in selected 
regions of Russia, to couples where at 
least of parents had non-Russian 
citizenship, 2011 

Source

5.1

1.7

2.9

1.9

8.2
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9.1
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2.8

6.4
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11. Concluding remarks and recommendations



11.1. Recommendations



o

o

o

o

o

o

o





Chapter III Sample Surveys

1. Overview

1.1. Topics for migration studies



1.2. Types of sample surveys

Introduction



ad hoc

Border surveys
Household surveys

Household migration-specialized surveys
Other migration-specialized surveys

International 
Migration and Remittances in Developing Countries: Using Household Surveys to Improve 
Data Collection in Eastern Europe and Central Asia,

Temporary versus Permanent Migration

Border surveys





Survey on Studying of Migration Processes

Household surveys with migration questions or modules (general household surveys)

ad hoc



return migrants

response burden

cut-off period



ad hoc

Specialized migration surveys (household migration surveys)



Migration and Remittances Peer-Assisted Learning



The 2012 proposal for studying international migration and remittances in the CIS 
countries

Cross-Regional Information System on the Reintegration of Migrants in their Countries of Origin
Return migration and Development Platform 





Other migration-specialized surveys



Mixed Migration: Libya at Crossroad. Mapping of Migration Routes 
from Africa to Europe and Drivers of Migration in Post-revolution Libya

1.3. Choosing the most useful surveys



2. Survey design and implementation

2.1. The complete survey process (introduction)



Flowchart of the complete survey process

Source

2.2. Survey design and coverage

Conditions for surveying migration



x
x/2



Defining the target population for studying the determinants and consequences of migration

Integrated Migration Survey

at the mid-point





The coverage of migration of entire households



2.3. Questionnaire design

Main requirements



Questionnaires for border survey and general household surveys

border surveys 



o Where were you born?
o When did you most recently arrive to live in this country?

o Where were you born?
o Where were you living on (a specific past date)?
o (If in same country) When did you arrive at your current residence?
o (If in another country) When did you most recently come to live in this country?

o Where were you born?
o Are you a citizen of this country?
o When did you arrive at your current residence?

open period



Questionnaires for migration-specialized surveys110

, 

The modality and migration history of individual migrants:

The demographic, economic and social situation of the migrant, household
and community of origin immediately prior to migration



The initial situation of the migrant in the country of destination

The current situation of the migrant and his/her current household in the
country of destination, as well as in the household of origin

2.4. Sampling

General issues111



, 

t
t

Survey Sampling, Surveying 
Migrant Households: A Comparison of Census-Based, Snowball, and Intercept Point Surveys,



Stratification

Disproportionate sampling of area units and two-phase sampling of households113

Stratified sampling



Two-phase sampling

Primary Sampling Units

Ultimate Area Units

screening listing 
operation



Other methods of sampling for migration surveys 

Time and Space Sampling Intercept Point Sampling

Centre Sampling Technique

k 

k 



2.5. Other key phases of survey preparation



a 
posteriori

respondents

2.6. Data collection



2.7. Data management



3. Assessment of sample surveys in the CIS Region and
recommendations for improvement



3.1. Broad assessment of relevant sample surveys in CIS countries

inventory 



Russian Longitudinal Monitoring Survey

Tajikistan Household Panel Survey



Integrated Living Condition Survey 

General and recent immigration,

Recent or current emigration,

The sending or reception of remittances



o
o

o
o
o

o

o
o
o

Integrated 
Migration Survey Survey on the Impact of Migration and 
Remittances on Welfare



3.2. Proposals and recommendations for improvement

General level

Adapt pre-existing national general household surveys to include basic
questions to measure migration.



Implement or adapt existing border-crossing surveys to measure
migration, through the addition of a few questions. 

i. Increase the frequency and use of sample surveys to measure
migration, find ways to make data collection more sustainable, comply
with international standards and try to accommodate user needs.

Increase harmonization and comparability of migration information
collected in sample surveys throughout CIS countries.

Search for ways to carry out migration-specialized surveys. 
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Annex I. Potential administrative sources of migration in CIS 
countries
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Annex III. Variables in the records of movement submitted to 
national statistics offices for producing statistics1
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Annex IV. Inventory of sample surveys and studies relevant for 
migration

Armenia

Integrated Living Conditions Survey (ILCS, continuous survey)

marz 

Labour Force Survey (continuous)

Survey on Remittances and Poverty (2006-2007)

Survey on External and Internal Migration of the Republic of Armenia (2007)



Return Migration to Armenia in 2002-2008 (2008)

Migration Survey on the Relationship between Skills, Migration and Development
(2011-2012)

Survey on Return Migration (2012)

Household Survey on Migration, Impact and Remittances or Integrated Migration
Survey (July-August 2013)

marzes

Azerbaijan

Household Budget Survey (2003)



Demographic and Health Survey(2006)

Living Standard Measurement Survey(2008)

Survey on Remittances and Poverty (2006-2007)

Survey on Studying Migration Processes (2009)

Labour Migration Survey (December 2008 – February 2009)

Belarus

Household Budget Survey (2000-2015)

Labour force survey (quarterly) (2012-2015)



Ad-hoc Survey of External Labour Migration (2015)

Georgia

Household Budget Survey (2008)

Survey on Return Migration (2005-2006)

National Public Opinion Survey on Remittances (January 2007)

Tianeti Household Census & Tianeti Emigration to Greece Survey (2008)



Survey on Children and the Elderly Left Behind (2008)

The 
effects of migration on children and the elderly left behind in Moldova and Georgia

Migration Survey on the Relationship between Skills, Migration and Development
(2011-2012)

Kazakhstan

Household Budget Survey (2008)

Labour Force Survey (2008)

Kyrgyzstan

Labour Force Survey (continuous)

Employment and Unemployment Survey (2006)

Household Budget Survey (2007)

Survey on Return Migration (2005-2006)



Survey on Remittances and Poverty (2006-2007)

Moldova

Household Budget Survey (2008 and 2014)

Labour Force Survey (continuous)

Special Action 
Programme for Combating Forced Labour

. 



Survey on the Impact of Migration and Remittances (July-August 2006)

Migration Survey on the Relationship between Skills, Migration and Development
(2007)

Panel Household Survey on Labour Migration and Remittances 2006-2008 (2008)

Survey on the Socio-Economic Impact of the Economic Crisis on Migration and
Remittances (March 2009)

Survey on Migration and Development (2010)

Survey on Children and the Elderly Left Behind (2011)



Mapping of the Moldovan Diaspora in Italy, Portugal, France and the United
Kingdom (May-August 2012)

Support the 
Implementation of the Migration and Development Component of the EU-Moldova Mobility 
Partnership

Russian Federation

Labour Force Survey (continuous)

Russia Longitudinal Monitoring Survey (RLMS) (1993-2003)

Microcensus (2015)



Tajikistan

Labour Force Survey (2009)

Living Standards Measurement Survey (2007 and 2009)

Tajikistan Household Panel Survey (THPS, 2011)

Study on Labour Migration (2002-2003)

Khatlon Remittances and Living Standards Survey (KLSS, 2005)

oblast

Survey on Return Migration (2005-2006)



Survey on Remittances and Poverty (2006-2007)

Study on Migration and Development– Emigration, Return and Diaspora (2008)

Towards Sustainable Partnerships for the Effective Governance of 
Labour Migration in the Russian Federation, the Caucasus and Central Asia

Survey on the Impact of Migration and Remittances on Welfare (2010)

Survey on Emigration & Survey of Tajik Migrants in Russia (2014)



Ukraine

Household Budget Survey (2003)

Labour Force Survey (2008 and 2012)

Study on Migration and Remittances (2014)

Research and Policy Dialogue Initiative on Migration and 
Remittances in Ukraine

Uzbekistan

Household Budget Survey (2000)



Population Sample Survey (2011)



Annex V. Summary overview on topics and contents of migration 
data collection in selected household surveys countries 
since 2000

International Migration and Remittances in Developing Countries: Using 
Household Surveys to Improve Data Collection in Eastern Europe and Central Asia 
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