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A. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

1. The National Meeting for Dam Safety CooperationCentral Asia took place in Almaty,
Kazakhstan 16 June 2008. The Meeting was orgatigetle UN Economic Commission for Europe
(UNECE) in cooperation with the Executive Boardttoé International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea
(EB IFAS).

2. The Meeting was held within the framework of &hd of the Project “Dam Safety in Central
Asia: Capacity Building and Regional Cooperationfipiemented by UNECE. The project,
implemented under the supervision of the Projectiivig Group for Rational Use of Energy and
Water Resources in Central Asia within the framdwafrthe United Nations Special Programme for
the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA) and undetdNECE Convention on Protection and Use of
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakés, to improve national laws and state
regulations in the field of dam safety in the pap@ting countries and to strengthen the regional
cooperation in this field. The project is implenmashin the context of the Programme on improvement
of environmental and socio-economic situation iralAsea Basin for the period of 2003 to 2010
(ASBP-2) implemented by the International FundSawing the Aral Sea (IFAS). The project is also a
part of the “Environment and Security” InitiativE \VSEC) and is financed by the government of
Finland.

1. Objectives of the Meeting

3. The direct objective of the Meeting was to déscuhe participation of Kazakhstan in the
development of a Regional Agreement on Cooperatighe Field of Safety of Hydraulic Structures,
harmonization of legislative framework and the téchl normative documents in this field. In
addition, it was an objective to exchange expegenith regard to the updating of the national
normative-technical framework to ensure safetyyafraulic structures.

2. Attendance

4, 12 representatives of agencies dealing diregtly government regulation to ensure safety of
dams and other hydraulic engineering structured, @presentatives of the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Emergerss and other organizations took part in the Meeting
The Meeting was also attended by the members ofMbeking Group under the Mazhilis of the
Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Develept of the Draft Law to Amend and Modify the
Water Code on Dam safety. 22 persons includedearlish of Appendix 1 to this Report took part in
the Meeting together with representatives of theed@R Secretariat and consultants.

3. Opening of the Meeting

5. The Meeting was opened by Mr. Victor Kiyanskifember of Mazhilis of the Parliament of

the Republic of Kazakhstan, Member of Committed=onlogy and Natural Resources Management.
He warmly welcomed the participants and stressedutigency of the Meeting’s aims in terms of
development of a coherent legislation in CentrabAsountries for ensuring the safety of hydraulic
structures. He emphasized the importance of thetyabf hydraulic structures located at

transboundary rivers connecting the CA countriesesemergencies here cause severe transboundary
consequences not only for economic developmenthieuives and health of the population.

6. The participants of the meeting were also wekbriny Mr. Almabek Nurushev, Director of
the Executive Board of the International Fund fawifg the Aral Sea in Kazakhstan. He pointed out
with satisfaction the results of several years raitful cooperation between his organization and
UNECE in implementing the regional project for D&@afety. He emphasized that this project is
carried out for the benefit of all countries in tiegion and that it conforms to the ASBP-2 program.

7. Mr. Bo Libert, the Regional Adviser of the Eronment, Housing and Land Management
Division of UNECE, conveyed the greetings to thetipgppants from the UNECE management. He
pointed out in his speech that during the impleugomn of the first phase of the “Dam Safety in



Central Asia: Capacity Building and Regional Coagpen” the project was actively facilitated by the
representatives of Kazakhstan's Committee on WRésources under the Ministry of Agriculture and
representatives of several other ministries anti@gs. They made their significant contributionfot
in the development of two main documents that aated the first phase of the project, i.e. the Model
National Law on the Safety of Hydraulic Structuaesl the Draft Regional Agreement on cooperation
in this area, and into the preparation of a UNEGiBlipation dedicated to the conclusions of this
phase. Concludingly he acknowledged the cooperatitm EB IFAS in organizing the meeting and
expressed his confidence that the representatifedKazakhstan shall continue their active
participation in the second phase of the project.

4. Approval of the Agenda

8. Mr. Bo Libert, member of the Secretariat of UNE®utlined the objectives of the Meeting.
He also presented the agenda and the Work Prograrhtne Meeting.

9. The following agenda of the Meeting was approved
1. Opening of the Meeting.
2. Approval of the agenda of the Meeting.

3. On the results of Phase | of the Project “Dam $afetCentral Asia: Capacity Building and
Regional Cooperation” and contents of Phase Ihisf Project.

4. Normative-technical framework and the organizatdrstate regulation in the field of safety
of hydraulic structures in Kazakhstan and theirsgaes improvement.

5. Development of the Regional Agreement on Coopardtiathe Field of Safety of Hydraulic
Structures and proposals on how to organize dismssn this issue on the regional level.

6. On cooperation in the harmonization of legislativamework and technical normative
documents in the field of safety of hydraulic stewes in the countries of Central Asia.

On the Work Plan for project implementation in 2008

8. Reviewing and approving the decisions, developneémecommendations and report of the
Meeting.

9. Miscellaneous.
10. Closing of the Meeting.

10. The Programme of the National Meeting for Daafefy Cooperation in Central Asia is presented in
Appendix 2.

B. PROCEEDINGS

11. Under Item 3 of the agenda, Mr. Bo Libert, UNEESecretariat, presented the results of Phas¢hkeof
Project “Dam Safety in Central Asia: Capacity Binlgland Regional Cooperation” for the period of 200
through 2006. He pointed out with satisfaction publication (UNECE Water Series No 5, 2007) that
concluded the first phase of the Project. This jgalibn contains the documents developed durinditse
phase, reviews of Central Asian water infrastrugturcluding a list of large dams of the regionsaetion

of existing legal and organizational framework tiee governance of safety of hydraulic structureSemtral
Asian countries, including Kazakhstan.

12. Mr. Bo Libert also outlined the tasks facedthuy participating countries in the implementatidrihe
Second Phase of this project in 2008-2010. He sstethat future cooperation of Central Asian caastr
shall be aimed at the conclusion of a Regional Agrent on Cooperation in the Field of Safety of Huyuic
Structures; improvement and harmonization of teminhormative documents in the field of safety of
hydraulic structures, and capacity building of spksts monitoring the safety of hydraulic struetsir He
also informed the participants about the resultsthef Regional Meeting for Dam Safety Cooperation in



Central Asia, which took place in Tashkent, Uzbiekisl2-13 March, 2008 commencing the implementation
of the Second Phase of the Project.

13. Mr. Yuri Steklov, Consultant, brought to theeation of the participants the discussions unber t
main agenda items of the Regional Meeting for Dafety Cooperation in Central Asia that took plate i
Tashkent, Uzbekistan 12-13 March, 2008, and intteduthe conclusions and recommendations, approved
by the participants of the Regional Meeting (AnB8gx

14. Mr. Tulegen Sarsembekov, Consultant of the Esiam Economic Community (EurAsgC)
Integration Committee Secretariat in his presemtainformed about his organization’s participatinrthe
implementation of UN Project on developing cooperain Dam Safety in Central Asia. In particulag h
mentioned that the Model National Law on the Safstyydraulic Structures has been approved by the
EurAseC Interparliament Assembly. He also pointatitbat EurAsEc intends to continue the cooperation
with UN and patrticipating countries of the Project.

15. Under Item 4 of the agenda, Mr. Victor KiyayskMember of Mazhilis of the Parliament of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, informed about the develepinof the Draft Law on Changes and Amendments to
the Water Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan on Zafety. Mr. Kiyanskiy stated that the Government
decided not to introducing a separate Draft LawDam Safety, but to amend the existing Water Code
correspondingly. He pointed out that the suggesteanges and amendments take into account the
provisions of Model National Law on the Safety ofdraulic Structures, developed in the framework of
UNECE's project.

16. Mr. Radkevich, project consultant, describedhis presentation the experience of preparing and
implementing the Law of the Russian Federation gquirBlulic Structures Safety. He stressed that state
regulation of the safety of hydraulic structuresids limited to technical regulation. In this regahe noted
that issues of civil liability in case of damageedo an emergency in connection with a hydrauligcstire
shall be adequately reflected in national legistati

17. During the discussion under Item 5 of the ageftdvas noted that further conceptual elaboratibn
forms and mechanisms of cooperation proposed idri#fe Regional Agreement on Cooperation in thédrie
of Safety of Hydraulic Structures is required. Rgvants of the Meeting were informed that the Minj of
Foreign Affairs and several other ministries andraies have appointed their representatives tmpdeary
regional working group to refine the draft Agreemen Cooperation in the Field of Safety of Hydrauli
Structures.

18. Representatives of the Ministry of Justice linfed the participants that the Ministry had prepare
their comments and suggestions to the draft Agreeme Cooperation in the Field of Safety of Hydraul
Structures, which were circulated at the meeting.

19. Under Item 6 of the agenda, participants ofntleeting supported the proposal for the developmognt
cooperation in harmonizing the legal framework aondverging the technical normative documents in the
field of Safety of Hydraulic Structures. The remmemtives of Kazakhstan expressed their readiness t
participate in training programmes aimed at upgradhe competence of specialists in Safety of Hylira
Structures.

B. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

20. The participants of the Meeting made the follmvecisions and recommendations on the discussed
items of the agenda:

1. To note the constructive participation of Kazgkin's representatives in the Regional UN
Project “Dam Safety in Central Asia: Capacity Bingl and Regional Cooperation”. In the
future, priority attention shall be paid to the tpapation of relevant ministries and agencies in
the project activities.



2. To approve the work of the Work Group of Mazhilif the Parliament of the Republic of
Kazakhstan on development of the Draft Law on Ckarapnd Amendments to the Water Code
of the Republic of Kazakhstan with respect to tteerDSafety. To note that this Draft Law is
developed considering the provisions of Model NaloLaw on the Safety of Hydraulic
Structures, developed in the framework of UNECEggxt.

3. To support the initiative of the UNECE to make independent expert assessment of the
Draft Law on Changes and Amendments to the Watele®@ath respect to the Dam Safety.

4. To take note of the appointment of authorisgdasentatives of state bodies of Kazakhstan to
a temporary working group to finalise the Draft Regl Agreement on Cooperation in the
Field of Safety of Hydraulic Structures.

5. To recommend to the authorized state bodieioimate their representatives to a regional
working group on convergence of technical normatieeumentation in the Field of Safety of
Hydraulic Structures in Central Asia. Members a thiorking group from Kazakhstan are to
make a proposal of a list of required technicalnmaive documentation for the Safety of
Hydraulic Structures.

6. To support the proposal to hold regional traingourses for Hydraulic Structures Safety
specialists with the participation of represenedifrom Kazakhstan.

7. To have ED IFAS in cooperation wittoncerned agencies to annually conduct, with the
support of UNECE, National Meetings on HydraulicuStures Safety with the participation of
all stakeholders.

21. Participants of the meeting expressed theititgde to ED IFAS in Kazakhstan for the good
organization of the national meeting.
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National Meeting

Appendix 2

for Dam Safety Cooperation in Central Asia

16 June, 2008
Almaty, Kazakhstan

09:00 - 09:30

09:30 —10:00

10:00 - 10:15

10:15 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:40

PROGRAMME
Registration of particigant

Opening of the Meeting

Greeting on behalf of the Mazhilis of ParliamenKaizakhstan

Mr. Victor Kiyansky — Member of the Mazhilis of ®a&rliament, Doctor of
Technical Sciences, professor, a member of the @Gteeron Ecology and
Natural Reserves Management, Chairman of the wargon preparation of
Draft Law on Dam Safety for Mazhilis of the Parliemh

Greeting on behalf of the IFAS

Mr. Almabek Nurushev

Director, Executive Board of IFAS in Kazakhstanprher of the Executive
Committee of IFAS

Greeting on behalf of the UNECE

Mr. Bo Libert, Regional Adviser of UNECE

Approval of the Agenda and election of the officersof the Meeting
Presentation of the Meeting Programme:
Mr. Bo Libert, Regional Adviser of UNECE

On the results of implementation of Phase | of th€roject “Dam Safety in
Central Asia: Capacity Building and Regional Coopeation” and contents
of Phase Il of the Project.

Mr. Bo Libert, Regional Adviser of UNECE

Information from the EurAsEC Integration Committee Secretariat on
participation in Development of the Project on DanSafety in Central Asia
Mr. Tulegen Sarsembekov, Consultant of the EurAlsiEggration Committee
Secretariat

Coffee Break

Normative-legal framework and organizational forms for the state
regulation in the field of hydraulic structures sakty in Kazakhstan and
their possible improvement

Mr. Yuri Steklov, Consultant

Mr. Dmitry Radkevich, Consultant

"On the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan m the field of natural

and technogenic emergencies and feasibility of theaw of the Republic of
Kazakhstan "On Hydraulic Structures Safety"

Mr. Pyotr Plekhanov, Vice-president of “Center Bérth, Metallurgy and
Refinement”

Representatives of stakeholder ministries and agsnc

Discussion



11:40 - 12:30

12:30-13:30

13:30-14:30

14:30-15:00

15:00-15:30

15:30-16:00

On participation in the development of the RegionaAgreement on
Cooperation in the Field of Safety of Hydraulic Stuctures, and proposals
on how to organize discussions on this issue on thegional level

Mr. Yuri Steklov, Consultant

Representatives of Water Reserves Committies \haer, MFA, Ministry of
Emergencies, Ministry of Justice and other mingstrand departments
concerned ministries and agencies

Discussion

Lunch

On cooperation in harmonization of the legal framewrk and technical
normative documents in the field of dam safety inite countries of Central
Asia

Mr. Yuri Steklov, Consultant

Mr. Dmitriy Radkevich, Consultant

Representatives of stakeholder ministries agencies

Discussion

Consideration and approval of the work plan for 20@
Mr. Bo Libert, Regional Adviser of UNECE
Discussion

Coffee Break

Consideration and approval of decisions, recommendans, and report of
the Meeting.



Appendix 3

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The Regional Meeting for Dam Safety Cooperation itCentral Asia
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 12-13 March, 2008

National coordinators of the countries shall b&uwsted with the coordination of all actions
aimed at the implementation of these recommendatibthe Meeting:

Kazakhstan M.O. Ospanov

Kyrgyzstan — IA. Djoldoshaliev (to be confirmed)
Tajikistan — to be nominated by the Tajik Governten
Turkmenistan K.B. Ballyev (to be confirmed)
Uzbekistan I.K. Kamalov

The participants of the Meeting made decisionshendiscussed issues and recommended to
take the following actions:

I. On the Draft Regional Agreement on Cooperation n the Field of Safety of Hydraulic
Structures:

a. To continue the work on finalizing the draft Rewl Agreement on Cooperation in the
Field of Safety of Hydraulic Structures, using adasis the text of the draft Agreement
included in Appendix 7 of the UNECE publication ‘iDaSafety in Central Asia: Capacity
Building and Regional Cooperation”.

b. To take into consideration the amendments addiads proposed by Tajikistan (a version
of the draft Agreement dated 3 March, 2008), ad asthe proposals put forward during the
discussion of this question, in the finalizatiortloé draft Regional Agreement.

c. To establish a provisional Working Group fordlizing the draft Regional Agreement,
consisting of one representative of the Ministry feoreign Affairs and one or two
representatives of the national agencies dealiny gtate regulation of safety of hydraulic
structures in each of the countries, represensatdfe FAS and EurAsEC, and international
consultants of the Project.

d. To request the national coordinators, jointlythwiconcerned state authorities, and
representatives of IFAS and EurAsEC patrticipatimghie Meeting to nominate persons to the
UNECE Secretariat (Mr. Bo Libert) before 15 ApriD@ for including them in the
provisional Working Group for the finalization dfd draft Regional Agreement.

e. That the provisional Working Group shall preptre finalized draft Agreement before 1
May of this year before submitting it to each ¢ frarticipating countries for consideration in
accordance with established procedure.

f. To note with satisfaction the proposal of thep&aic of Uzbekistan to act as a lead country
in the finalization of the Regional Agreement amdept with gratitude the proposal of IFAS
to coordinate activities in this direction and éguest the national coordinators to bring to the
notice of UNECE Secretariat (Mr. Bo Libert) the miphs of respective countries on these
proposals before 15 April 2008.

II. On the Model National Law on the Safety of Hydraulic Strucdures:



a. To take into consideration the information oa ¢lrrent work and plans for improvement
and formulation of the national regulatory leganfreworks on safety of hydraulic structures
in the countries of Central Asia.

b. To request the UNECE Secretariat (Mr. Bo Libartyl EC IFAS to send letters approved
by the national coordinators to the Governmentgespective countries with information

about the preparation of the Model National Lawtloa Safety of Hydraulic Structures and
the recommendation to use this document or itsragpaections for the improvement and
formulation of the national regulatory legal franmeWw with regard to the state regulation of
safety of hydraulic structures.

Ill. On the Establishment of a Regional Training Centre:

a. To evaluate positively the proposal of Uzbekidia establish a Regional Training Centre
for Dam Safety using the opportunities provided ltge Training Centre of
Gosvodkhoznadzor, and note with gratitude the traarof Uzbekistan to provide a venue for
the holding of training courses and cover parhefrtadministrative costs.

b. To recommend the organization of a pilot regidnaining course not later than thé& 1
quarter of 2009 at the venue of Gosvodkhoznadzardier to test training programmes for
specialists responsible for ensuring safety of aytic engineering structures.

c. To request the UNECE Secretariat (Mr. Bo Libént) if possible, identify funds for co-
funding of the pilot regional training course frahe Project budget or facilitate mobilization
of funds for this purpose from other sources.

IV. On Scientific and Technical Cooperation:

a. To establish a Working Group for harmonizatioh tbe normative and technical
documentation in the field of safety of hydraulicustures in the countries of Central Asia.

b. To request the national coordinators, in coltabon with concerned state authorities, to
nominate persons to the UNECE Secretariat (Mr. Bedt) before 15 April this year to the

Working Group for harmonization of the normativedaechnical documentation in the field
of safety of hydraulic structures in the countoé£entral Asia (See Iten).

c. To express gratitude to Mr. Dmitry Radkevich floe provision of the electronic database
of legislative instruments and regulatory legalsaat the Russian Federation and scientific
engineering materials for the safety of hydraulimcures and to distribute this material
among the concerned agencies in the participatngtces.

Y. On the Work Plan for 2008:
a. To adopt the revised Project Work Plan for 2008.

b. The host organizations to initiate activities tbe organization of the planned events
assisted by the Secretariat of UNECE and EC IFAS.



