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The Ministry of Energy has examined the enquiry from the ‘Ecohome’ Public Association of 14 May 2007 no. 01-04/33 on the construction of a nuclear power plant in the Republic of Belarus and in connection with the questions raised provides the following information.

1. At what stage are plans for the NPP in Belarus?
Work on plans for a nuclear power station may only begin after completion of a variety of preparations that are essential for the development of nuclear energy in the Republic and that precede construction of an NPP, and also after a tender has been held to select a design.
Our country’s scientists and experts are currently examining a wide range of issues relating to building a nuclear power plant, including every aspect of energy security - economic, ecological and social. Work is being carried out to create a legal framework and set up a special monitoring body that will oversee the entire nuclear power programme, including the building and operation of the nuclear power plant. Other preparatory work is being undertaken to build the infrastructure essential to developing nuclear power.
2. What sites have been chosen as possible locations for the NPP?

Choosing a location for the NPP is a difficult, complex and multifactorial task that is essentially connected to the plant’s safe operation and public and environmental safety. Analyses are currently being carried out all over Belarus to choose a site. Design and scientific teams from academic and specialist institutes and a host of ministries and public authorities are involved. The analyses completed have shown that Belarus has sites that fulfil the world’s strictest standards for locating an NPP. For environmental and geographical reasons, a site in the east would be preferable.
Specific sites will be named after completion of a series of surveys and analyses in line with international requirements.
3. What is the timeframe for producing project documentation for the NPP and sending it for an environmental impact assessment (OVOS) and environmental expert appraisal (expertiza)?
ing body that will oversee the entire process of introducing nuclear power, including the building and operation of the n

The exact timeframe for producing project documentation will be decided after a tender is held to select a design for the NPP. An OVOS will take place as part of the feasibility study and duly submitted for an expertiza.
4. How is public participation envisaged in discussion of the necessity of constructing an NPP in Belarus?

The issue of the development of nuclear power in Belarus is not new. A reorientation of the Republic towards nuclear power was suggested in connection with the 1983 USSR Energy Programme. Construction of a nuclear power station in Minsk was begun, a Belarusian NPP was planned.
The Chernobyl disaster left a tragic mark on the memory of the people of Belarus and led to the nuclear programme being halted. At the same time a close examination of the disaster was an opportunity to re-examine nuclear technology in order to significantly improve the reliability of equipment manufactured for nuclear power stations.
In countries where nuclear power has been developed, there are special centres to promote nuclear technology. They use the latest equipment to demonstrate how nuclear power plants work and their environmental, economic and other advantages compared to other energy resources. Exhibitions are organised for different groups of the population.
We in Belarus also need to positively influence public opinion of nuclear power. To this end, a centre for education and public and media relations is planned.
Moreover, in order to increase confidence in nuclear energy and combat the ‘Chernobyl syndrome’, we must carry out a wide range of awareness-raising and educational work using innovative teaching technologies and modern communications and media. We hope to count on close cooperation and support from public associations dealing with environmental protection and ecological safety.
Yours sincerely
Deputy Minister of Energy
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