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[Name and address of Ministry of Energy in Belarusian]


MINISTRY OF ENERGY

OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

(Minergo)

ul. K. Marksa, 14, 220030, Minsk

Tel: (017) 218-21-02

Fax: (017) 218-24-68

08.05.2008 No. 01-14/98-M

To no. ______ of _____








A.A. Mikhalevich








Minsk ul. Kiseleva








House 34, Flat 48



Dear Aleksei Anatolevich,


In response to your enquiry about whether the Ministry of Energy is fulfilling Section 6 of the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (hereinafter - the Aarhus Convention) and also about public participation in the plans to construct an NPP, we reply as follows.


Article 6 of the Aarhus Convention does not provide specific timescales and forms for informing and involving the public in decisions on whether to permit proposed activities listed in Annex I of the Aarhus Convention (including nuclear power stations and other nuclear reactors).

The public concerned must be informed in an adequate, timely and effective manner, either by public notice or individually as appropriate, at the earliest stage of an environmental decision-making procedure. Public participation procedures must include reasonable time-frames for the different phases of involving the public in decision-making on these questions. The relevant public authority identifies the public that can take part in this process (Article 7 of the Aarhus Convention).


The most effective 
means of informing the Belarusian population of the intention to build a power station was through close cooperation with the media. In order to effectively inform the public about this issue at the decision-making stage, the Ministry of Energy together with the Belarusian Academy of Sciences worked with the media (through press conferences, a visit to the Sosna United Institute for Energy and Nuclear Research, and materials for publication in the media) to explain why a nuclear power station was essential and to provide the public with information about the progress of preparations. Information on the intention to build an NPP was regularly broadcast on national TV and radio and published on the internet sites of leading press agencies.

A host of normative instruments that may be freely consulted, such as Presidential Directive No. 3 of 14 June 2007 ‘Economy and thrift: the main factors in the State’s economic security’ and Presidential Decree no. 565 of 12 November 2007 ‘On several measures relating to the construction of a nuclear power plant’, informed the public that plans to build an NPP were to be implemented. 
Moreover, the Ministry of Energy regularly responds to citizens’ enquiries about the construction of the NPP.

On the orders of the Ministry of Energy, the Institute of Sociology of the National Academy of Sciences carried out a survey on attitudes to nuclear energy among the Belarusian population from December 2007 to February 2008. To the question ‘Should Belarus have and develop nuclear energy?’, 54.8% of respondents answered positively (25.8% in 2005) and 23% negatively (46.7% in 2005).

The information provided therefore confirms compliance with the Aarhus Convention as regards informing the public concerned through public notice.
We would bring it to your attention that the Aarhus Convention does not provide for the participation of public associations in the production process
 for proposed activities listed in Annex I.
Moreover, as preparations continue, the quantity of information about the progress of work relating to building the NPP will increase. Any public association and member of the public concerned will be able to receive information about the NPP’s environmental impact. After a design and site for the NPP are chosen, a report will be produced on the NPP’s environmental impact (air, water, soil, animals and plants) and social effects on the region.
The NPP environmental impact report will be available for examination by the Belarusian and international public. After this examination, comments and suggestions will be collected. The revised report, taking into account the public’s opinion of the environmental safety of the NPP, will be submitted for State expertiza in accordance with the law.
Public participation in the environmental decision-making process takes place, for example, through the Public Co-ordination Committee for the Environment attached to the Ministry of the Environment, and for questions relating to the construction of an NPP through the Aarhus Centre. All comments and opinions from specialists from the public authorities and representatives of public environmental associations will, of course, be taken into account when deciding to begin construction of the NPP on the site selected.
As Belarus is a Party to the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (hereinafter - the Espoo Convention), report documentation produced in accordance with the Espoo Convention will be presented for examination to all neighbouring and concerned states and to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
All work related to the construction of an NPP in Belarus is taking place with the close collaboration and technical assistance of the IAEA. In particular, the results of Belarus’s nuclear development programme were presented in the Fourth National Report of the Republic of Belarus on compliance with the obligations of the Convention on Nuclear Safety in April 2008 (in Vienna) and also during a visit by IAEA experts to Belarus from 6-8 May 2008.
The Ministry of Energy affirms that the NPP will be constructed in compliance with the Aarhus Convention.
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Deputy Minister


M.I. Mikhadiuk
Vysotskii 2182194
� Translator’s note: I think the writer may mean ‘decision-making process’.





