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3 December 2009

" To: Qekobuero

Council of Public Association "Ecohome”,
Belarussian Party of “Greens”
(expanded list of addressees annexed)

Dear Sir/Madam,

Re: Communication to the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee concerning
compliance by Belarus with provisions of the Convention in connection with
access to information and public participation in decision-making on a hydro

power plant project on the Neman River
(Ref. ACCC/C/2009/37)

On 8 October 2009, the Committee received an amicus memarandum from
Oekobuero in support of the above referenced communication. The amicus input raised
concerns with regard to inadequate national legislation on public participation in decision-
making on nuclear issues, and inadequate access to information and public participation in
decision-making relating to the authorization of the construction of a nuclear power plant
(NPP) in Belarus. Subsequently, on 24 November 2009, the Committee received a letter
by Ecohome and the Belarussian Party of Greens indicating their intent to join the amicus
memorandum and enquiring about the coverage of the discussion of the communication
by the Compliance Committee at its twenty-sixth meeting (15-18 December 2009).

Having taken note of the issues of alleged non-compliance raised by the
communication and in the information submitted with the amicus memorandum and the
joinder motion, the Committee, using its electronic decision-making procedure, considered
it was important to focus the discussion of the communication at issue, scheduled to take
place on Thursday, 17 December 2009, on the issues raised by the original communication
and the facts relating to the hydro power project (HPP). The issues raised by the amicus
memorandum and the facts relating to the NPP will be discussed only to the extent that
these constitute an additional illustration of the elements raised by the original
communication.

The Committee acknowledges that the original communication and the amicus
memorandum both challenge the procedures of the Party concerned with regard to
environmental impact assessment and public participation. However, the Committee is of
the view that some elements of the amicus memorandum go beyond the scope of the



original communication, in that, for instance, one of the main allegations of the amicus
memorandum concerns the allegedly inadequate national legislation on public participation
in decision-making on nuclear issues. In addition, the Committee observes that the
transboundary character of the NPP is substantial and would require special consideration.
Given these elements additional to those presented in the communication, the Committee
notes that if it were to address such additional elements, the Party concerned would need
to be given the due five-month period to consider them and prepare its response in
relation to the NPP. For these reasons, the discussion of the communication at the
Committee’s forthcoming meeting will not expand to include any new facts or allegations
brought about by the amicus memorandum or the joinder motion that fall outside the
scope of or are not directly relevant to the original communication.

Piease do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information
concerning the matter.

Yours sincerely,
L4
Jeremy Wates

Secretary

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access
to Justice in Environmental Matters ‘ : ’



LIST OF ADDRESSEES

Amici: Ms, Irina Sukhy
Council of Public Association "Ecohome”
Post box office 30, 220030
Minsk, Belarus
Fax: +375-17-2118340

Mr. Aleh Novikau

Belarussian Party of “Greens”
Post box 34, post office 220030
Minsk, Belarus

Fax: +375-29-7073678

Mr. Thomas Alge ‘

Oekobuero — Coordination office of
Austrian Environmental Organizations
Volksgartenstrasse 1, A-1010
Vienna, Austria

Fax: +43-1-524937720

.Cc: Ms, Galina VOLCHUGA
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection
10, Kollektornaya 5t.
BY-220048 MINSK
Belarus
Fax: +375-17-2005583

The Communicant

On behalf of the Communicant:
Mr. Andriy Andrusevych
Chornovola ave. 59, off. 307
79058, Lviv

Ukraine

Fax: +380-32-2422284





