NATIONS UNIES OBFBEJWHEHHLIE HALTHH UNITED NATIONS

COMMISSION ECONOMIQUE IKOHOMHHYECKAS KOMHCCHA EGONOMIC GOMMISSION

POUR L'EURQPE JIA EBPOIIHI FOR EUROPE
Environment, Housing and Land Management Division Phone: +41-22-917 2384
Bureau 332 Fax; +41-22-917 0634
Palais des Nations E-mail: jeremy.wates@unece.org

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Website: www.unece.orgfenv/pp
Switzerland

27 May 2009

To: UK National Focal Point for the Aarhus Convention _
Respective communicants for communications ACCC/C/2008/23, 27 and 33
Cc; Coalition for Access to Justice for the Environment
{full list of addressees annexed)

Dear Sir/Madam,

Re: Communication to the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee concerning
compliance by the United Kingdom with provisions of the Convention in
connection with costs associated with discharge of an interim injunction
{Ref. ACCC/C/2008/23)

Re: Communication to the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee concerning
compliance by the United Kingdom with the provisions of the Convention in
connection with the expansion of the Belfast City Airport
{Ref. ACCC/C/2008/27)

Re: Communication to the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee concerning
compliance by the United Kingdom with provisions of the Convention in
connection with the scope of judicial review, costs, timing and other issues
related to access to justice

- (Ref. ACCC/C/2008/33)

We hereby acknowledge receipt of your various letters with comments concerning
the timing of the discussion on the above communications. These have been duly made
available to the Committee members.

Fallowing discussions with members of the Compliance Committee, notably the
respective “curators” of the three communications, the Chair of the Committee has
decided to proceed as follows:

- Communications ACCC/C/2008/23 and ACCC/C/2008/27 will be discussed at the
twenty-fourth meeting of the Compliance Committee in line with the wishes of the
two communicants concerned and in order to avoid as far as possible any further
delays in entering substantive discussions on these communications, taking into
account that some of the issues involved are not related to the issues addressed in
communication ACCC/C/2008/33;



- Communication ACCC/C/2008/33 will be discussed at the following meeting (the
twenty-fifth meeting, to be held in Geneva from 22 to 25 September 2009) taking
into account the wishes of the Party concerned, with the concurrence of the
communicant, for a postponement.

In reaching this decision, apart from taking note of the views and comments
expressed by those to whom this letter is addressed, the Chair has been guided by the
need to strike a balance between, on the one hand, making progress with its considerable
workload in an expedient manner and without undue delay in the processing of particular
communications that were received some time ago, and on the other, the desire to group
together discussions on different communications that deal with common issues, for both
practical and substantive reasons. The Chair is aware that some issues, notably in
connection with the costs of access to justice, will be discussed at both meetings.
However, he considers that the timetable for the preparation of draft findings with respect
to communications ACCC/C/2008/23 and ACCC/C/2008/27 may be structured so as to
allow for the possibility that relevant matters arising at its twenty-fifth meeting may be
taken into account in the preparation of those draft findings.

We hereby remind you that the twenty-fourth meeting of the Compliance
Committee will take place in Geneva from 30 June to 3 July 2009. The discussion of
communications ACCC/C/2008/23 and ACCC/C/2008/27 will take place in open session on
Wednesday 1 July 2009, starting at 9.30 am. The discussions in open session will conclude
at the latest by 18.00 on the same day. According to the Committee’s normal practice, the
discussions held in open session will be interspersed with at least one closed session in
which the Committee will begin the process of preparing draft findings. It is not the
Committee’s intention to combine the discussions on the two communications,
notwithstanding the possible synergies achieved from having them discussed side by side.
Further details concerning the timetable for the discussions during the day will be provided
nearer the time,

Should you or any other representative of the Party cancerned or communicant, as
appropriate, wish to attend the meeting, please send the attached registration form to the
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, attention of Ms, Maricar de la Cruz (fax:
+41 22 917 0634), by 16 June 2009. All participants are encouraged to cover their own
costs as far as possible, but in case any of the communicants would require financial
support to cover travel and subsistence costs in order to be able to send a representative
to the meeting, please notify the secretariat by 1 June 2009,

According to a decision of the Committee at its fifth meeting, discussions on
communications will generally take the following form:
- introduction by the Chair and opening of the discussion (by the Chair or the curator);
- presentations by the communicant and by the Party concerned, including possible joint
proposals;
- questions from Committee members, responses from the Party concerned and the
communicant;
- comments from other observers at the invitation of the Chair;
- final comments by the communicant;
- final comments by the Party concerned.

The Committee has indicated that the meeting where the discussion takes place
should not be used as an occasion to introduce substantial amounts of new information
that could or should have been provided to it at an earlier stage, unless this is
unavoidable {e.g. because it concerns very recent developments). Should you wish to
present any (further) substantial written material related to the matter, you should take
into account that where such information is received less than two weeks before the



scheduled meeting, it is doubtful whether the Committee would be able to take it into

consideration when it is discussing the matter, even where the information is provided in
English. :

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information
concerning the meeting,

Wae are taking this opportunity also to attach an amicus brief from the Coalition for
Access to Justice for the Environment (CAJE), comprising the WorldWide Fund for Nature
(UK), the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds {RSPB), Friends of the Earth (England,
Wales and Northern Irefand), the Environmental Law Foundation, Greenpeace UK and
Capacity Global, prepared in connection with the three communications. The full version of
the brief includes a number of annexes, which are not enclosed with this letter as they are
not yet available to the secretariat in electronic form. These will be sent later in a separate
mailing.

Yours sincerely,

[}
Jeremy Wates

Secretary

Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access
to Justice in Environmental Matters

Encs. Amicus brief from Coalition for Access to Justice for the Environment (CAJE)
Registration form for the 24™ meeting of the Compliance Committee



LIST OF ADDRESSEES
National Focal Point for the Aarhus Convention

Dr. Asa Sjdstrom

EUIC, DEFRA :

Area 1B Nobel House, 17 Smith Square
London SW1P 3JR

United Kingdom

+44 207 2385080

Communicant with respect to Communication ACCC/C/2008/23

Mr. Paul Stookes .

Richard Buxton Environmental & Public Law
19B Victoria Street, Cambridge CB1 11P
United Kingdom

Fax: + 44 1223 301308

ommunicant with respect to ication ACCC/C/2008/27

Mr. H. L. McCracken

Cultra Residents” Association
4 Circular Road West

Cultra, Holywood

County Down

BT18 OAT

Northern Ireland

United Kingdom

Communicant with res nication A C/2008/33

Mr. James Thornton, CEQ
ClientEarth

3 Chapel Place, London EC2A 3DQ
United Kingdom _

Fax: + 44 20 7729 45 68

Mr. Simon Brockington
Marine Conservation Society
Unit 3, Wolf Business Park
Alton Road

Ross - on - Wye
Herefordshire

HRS 5NB

United Kingdom

Fax: + 44 {(0)1989 567815

Mr. Robert Latimer
Sheli Hill

Bents Road
Whitburn

Tyne &Wear

SR6 7NT

United Kingdom



Copied to:

Ms. Carol Hatton (Solicitor)
WWF-UK, '
Panda House,

Weyside Park,

Godalming,

Surrey GU7 1XR

United Kingdom

Fax: +44 1483 426409






