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Excelle11cy, 

1 am writi11g to you 011 behalf of tl1e Вшеаu of tl1e Meeting of tl1e Parties to the Conve11tio11 011 

Access to l11foпnatio11, PuЫic Participation i11 Decisio11-maki11g a11d Access to Justice iп E11viro11me11tal 

Matters (Aarhus Co11ve11tio11) as to briпg to уош atte11tio11 а letter fro111 several 11011-governmental 

orga11izatio11s (NGOs) addressed to tl1e Вшеаu. Tl1e letter raises coпcerns regaгding the compatiЬility 

of а law adopted Ьу the Parlia111e11t of Pola11d 011 1 О Ja11Ltary 2018 оп the hosting of the twe11ty-fourth 

Co11fere11ce of the Parties to the U11ited Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (СОР-24) 

witl1 article 3, paragrapl1s 7 a11d 8 of the Aarlшs Co11ventio11 (а сору of tl1e letter and of the law are 

e11closed). 

NGOs coпsider articles 22 a11d 17, paragraph 1 of this 11ew law, to Ье of concem for the 

realizatio11 of tl1e rigl1ts provided uпder tl1e Аагlшs Co11vention апd especially for ensuriпg effective 

puЫic participatioп at the СОР-24. Accordi11g to tl1e NGOs, article 22 of tl1e пеw law, prohiЬits а11у 

spo11ta11eoL1s demo11stratio11s in tl1e city of Katowice from 26 November to 16 December 2018. SL1ch 

pгovisio11, NGOs claim, migl1t 11ot Ье compatiЫe with at1icle 3, paragrapl1 7 of tl1e Aarhus Conventio11, 

whicl1 requires Pat1ies to promote tl1e applicatioп of the pri11ciples of the Conve11tio11 in international 

e11vironmental decisio11-maki11g processes a11d within the framework of iпterпational organizatio11s i11 

matters relatiпg to the enviroпment. 

Further, NGOs claim that article 17, paragraph I of this law, allows the police to collect and 

use i11foпnation, includiпg personal data, of pat1icipa11ts 1·egistered for СОР-24, also without the 

kпowledge 01· tl1e co11se11t of tl1e perso11s co11cerned. ln tl1is co11text, NGOs recall article 3, paragrapl1 8 

of tl1e Aarlшs Co11ve11tion, wl1icl1 reqL1ires Parties to е11sше that persons exercising their rights in 

confoпnity with tl1e provisions of the Co11ve11tio11 sl1all 11ot Ье pe11alized, persecL1ted or lшrassed i11 а11у 

way for their i11volveme11t. 

His Excelle11cy 

Мг. Josaia Yorege Bai11imarama 

Prime Mi11ister of Fiji 

Chair of tl1e Вшеаu of the U11ited Natio11s Framework Co11ve11tio11 011 Climate Cha11ge 



Beari11g in 111i11d that all Parties to the Aarhus Conventio11 si 111ultaneously are Parties to tl1e 

UNFCCC a11d thus bou11d Ьу tl1e 0Ыigatio11s ш1der the Aa1·hus Co11ve11tion, tl1e Вшеаu of the Aarhus 

Co11ve11tio11 co11siders tl1at it is i111porta11t to bri11g the above сопсеrпs to tl1e atte11tio11 ofthe Bureau of 

the UNFCCC, wl1ich тау wis/1 to liaise with Polaпd as to explore the 111ost effective ways to address 

those co11cer11s. ln tl1is regard, kindly note that а letter оп this issue will Ье also sent to the Miпister of 

Environ111e11t of Poland оп behalfofthe Вшеаu ofthe Aarl1us Conventio11. 

111 additio11 , 1 W0Lrld like to take this opportu11ity to i11for 111 уон tl1at the Workiпg Groнp of the 

Parties to the Aarhus Conventioп will lюld а special session 011 tl1e pron10tio11 of tl1e priпciples of the 

Convention i11 i11ter11ational forшns at its 11ext 111eeti11g 011 21 June 2018. Parties wil\ discuss, a111011g 

other 111atters, the i111ple111e11tatio11 oftl1e Convention's provisions in the co11text ofi11tematio11al cli111ate 

cl1a11ge decisio11-111akiпg, i11 particlllar i11 the light oftl1e нрсо111iпg СОР-24. In this respect I would like 

to express, 011 bel1alf of tl1e Вшеаu, 111у appreciatio11 for the contiпLюus cooperation betwee11 the 

secretariats to the UNFCCC and to the Aarlшs Conve11tioп, also i п tl1e coпtext of orgaпizatioп of suc/1 

sessions. 

Please accept, Excelle11cy, the assнra11ces of 111 у l1igl1est coпsideratioп. 

Yoнrs siпcerely, 

Maia Bitadze 

Note: Correspo11de11ce ofthe Aar·hus Coпve11tioп BшeaLr is availaЬ!e at: 

http://www.unece.org/env/pp/bureau.l1t111I 


