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III. PRTR data */
1. Pollutant release and transfer registers (PRTRs) implementing the PRTR Protocol will contain in the long run two types of data: facility-level data and data for so-called diffuse sources. The data for these different types of sources must be integrated into an overall picture of the releases and transfers. This structure is shown in figure I.

Box 1: Article 5, design and structure
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Figure I: Structure of releases and transfers from facilities and diffuse sources (* are below-threshold facilities)

2. The core of the system is data collected by individual facilities that have in operation one or more activities as listed in annex I to the PRTR Protocol, taking into account the thresholds for installed capacity or the number of employees.

3. The PRTR Protocol also requires diffuse sources to be reported. Examples of these sources are road transport, shipping, aviation, agriculture, small and medium-size enterprises (some of these might be listed in annex I, but are below the capacity thresholds), fuel distribution and domestic heating.

4. Thresholds are applied to two different levels of data generation: once for identification of the individual facilities obliged to report to the PRTR and once to determine which pollutants to report.

A. Facility-level data

5. The facility is the reporting unit for the PRTR Protocol. The efforts to be undertaken by Parties to identify the facilities with annex I activities and to meet the reporting obligations in the framework of the PRTR Protocol are set out in article 7, paragraph 1. 


Box 2:  Article 7, paragraph 1

1. Defining facilities

(a) What are facilities?

6. The PRTR Protocol (art. 2, para. 4) defines a facility as: “one or more installations on the same site, or on adjoining sites, that are owned or operated by the same natural or legal person.” 

7. Operators with a permit for annex I activities are usually already obliged to report the releases and transfers of pollutants to the authorities. If an operator has various activities in one 

or more installations on a given site this cluster is in the PRTR Protocol defined as one facility. In many countries the environmental permitting is based on the owner as a natural or legal person. A facility can include however both annex I activities and non-annex I activities. Only the annex-I-related releases and transfers of pollutants are subject to reporting under the PRTR Protocol. The reporting obligation concerns all sources of a facility, including non-point or diffuse sources.

8. The facility is the reporting unit for the PRTR Protocol, similar to the reporting approach in the national inventories of industrial emissions in the European Pollutant Emission Register (EPER) and Canada and the United States. The advantage of this choice is that industry is allowed to report the total emission of each pollutant released by a facility and exceeding its threshold, and, hence, the reporting burden will be minimized by omitting detailed data per activity. To simplify the reporting obligations, it is required to report only the total industrial emissions of the facility, which can consist of a number of installations, for all pollutants for which the thresholds are exceeded.

9. If a facility operates several installations falling under the same annex I activity on the same site, the production capacities / number of employees of the individual installations should be summed for the annex I activity. The sum of the capacities / number of employees is then compared with the minimum production capacity for the specific activity as listed in annex I to the PRTR Protocol.

10. In general, national experts and competent authorities will be able to identify the reporting unit. Multi-operator situations may occur where several operators share certain activities or installations at the same industrial location (site). Such a jointly operated complex may include a common waste-water treatment plant or a common energy production facility. 


Box 3:  Industrial refining site and reporting units


[image: image3]
Figure II: Two facilities with different installations on one site

(b) Identifying the main activity of a facility

11. If a facility operates more than one annex I activity, it is required to determine its main annex I activity. The Party could determine the main annex I activity as follows.  In general the main annex I activity is the main economic activity of the facility. In cases where the determination is difficult and consensus amongst experts is lacking, Parties can also follow the alternative procedure. Exceptionally, the main annex I activity can be identified by national experts or competent authorities as the most polluting activity of a facility. 

2. Choosing a threshold system for the selection of facilities

12. Annex I to the PRTR Protocol lists the activities that are covered by it. Article 7 allows for two alternative sets of selection criteria: capacity and pollutant release thresholds, on the one hand, or number of employees and pollutant manufacture, use or process thresholds, on the other. Parties must choose between these two and avoid mixing them. Experiences with current PRTRs show that the two approaches do not cause large differences in the selection. The number and character of facilities in both types of PRTR selections are similar and the expectation is that with either approach the majority of releases and transfers of pollutants will be reported.

13. A Party can thus select the facilities covered by annex I using:

(a)
the capacity thresholds for the given activity (column 1, subsection (b) below;

(b)
the employee thresholds for the given activity (column 2, subsection (c) below.

14. In using the thresholds to select facilities, a Party needs to assess whether the thresholds are not too high to cover its priority pollution sources. A Party may consider lowering the thresholds if needed.

(a) Identification of facilities

15. A Party may have information on operators of facilities based on an economic classification and could start the identification and selection of the facilities based on this 

information. Table 1 reproduces annex I and indicates in which economic sectors each of the activities could occur.

16. Parties have information available enabling them to assign International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC) codes to the economic sectors. The ISIC code is a standard classification of economic activities arranged so that facilities (entities) can be classified according to the activity they carry out.

17. If Parties wish to establish a link between, on the one hand, the source categories of annex I activities with corresponding nomenclature for reporting (NFR) or common reporting format (CRF) codes and, on the other hand, the economic sectors and subsectors with ISIC codes of 4 digits or more, they can consult national statistical agencies and national experts.

	No.
	ISIC 3.1
	Activity
	Capacity threshold 

(column 1)
	Employee threshold (column 2)

	1
	E
	 Energy sector

	(a) 
	D232
	Mineral oil and gas refineries *
	*
	10 employees

	(b) 
	E402
	Installations for gasification and liquefaction
	*
	

	(c) 
	E401
	Thermal power stations and other combustion installations 
	With a heat input of50 megawatts (MW)
	

	(d) 
	D2310
	Coke ovens 
	*
	

	(e) 
	C101
	Coal rolling mills 
	With a capacity of 1 ton per hour
	

	(f) 
	C101
	Installations for the manufacture of coal products and solid smokeless fuel
	*
	

	2. 
	
	Production and processing of metals

	(a)
	D721
	Metal ore (including sulphide ore) roasting or sintering installations
	*
	10 employees

	(b)
	D723
	Installations for the production of pig iron or steel (primary or secondary melting) including continuous casting
	With a capacity of 2.5 tons per hour
	

	(c)
	D28
	Installations for the processing of ferrous metals:

(i) Hot-rolling mills 

(ii) Smitheries with hammers 

(iii) Application of protective fused metal coats 


	With a capacity of 20 tons of crude steel per hour 

With an energy of 50 kilojoules per hammer, where the calorific power used exceeds 20 MW

With an input of 2 tons of crude steel per hour
	

	(d)
	D2731
	Ferrous metal foundries 
	With a production capacity of 20 tons per day
	

	(e) 
	D2732
	Installations:

(i) For the production of non-ferrous crude metals from ore, concentrates or secondary raw materials by metallurgical, chemical or electrolytic processes

(ii) For the smelting, including the alloying, of non-ferrous metals, including recovered products (refining, foundry casting, etc.)
	*

With a melting capacity of 4 tons per day for lead and cadmium or 20 tons

per day for all other metals
	

	(f)
	various ISIC codes
	Installations for surface treatment of metals and plastic materials using an electrolytic or chemical process 
	Where the volume of the treatment vats equals 30 m3
	


	3. 
	
	Mineral industry

	(a)
	C
	Underground mining and related operations
	*
	

	(b)
	D141
	Opencast mining 
	Where the surface of the area being mined equals 25 hectares
	

	(c)
	D269
	Installations for the production of: 

Cement clinker in rotary kilns 

Lime in rotary kilns

Cement clinker or lime in other furnaces
	With a production capacity of 500 tons per day 

With a production capacity exceeding 50 tons per day 

With a production capacity of 50 tons per day
	

	(d)
	D269
	Installations for the production of asbestos and the manufacture of asbestos-based products 
	*
	

	(e)
	D261
	Installations for the manufacture of glass, including glass fibre
	With a melting capacity of 20 tons per day
	

	(f)
	D269
	Installations for melting mineral substances, including the production of mineral fibres 
	With a melting capacity of 20 tons per day
	

	(g)
	D269
	Installations for the manufacture of ceramic products by firing, in particular roofing tiles, bricks, refractory bricks, tiles, stoneware or porcelain
	With a production capacity of 75 tons per day, or with a kiln capacity of 4 m3 and with a setting density per kiln of 300 kg/m3
	

	4.
	D24
	Chemical industry

	(a)


	B241
	Chemical installations for the production on an industrial scale of basic organic chemicals, such as:

(i) Simple hydrocarbons (linear or cyclic, saturated or unsaturated, aliphatic or aromatic)

(ii) Oxygen-containing hydrocarbons such as alcohols, aldehydes, ketones, carboxylic acids, esters, acetates, ethers, peroxides, epoxy resins

(iii) Sulphurous hydrocarbons 

(iv) Nitrogenous hydrocarbons such as amines, amides, nitrous compounds, nitro compounds or nitrate compounds, nitrile s, cyanates, isocyanates

(v) Phosphorus-containing hydrocarbons

(vi) Halogenic hydrocarbons

(vii) Organometallic compounds

(viii) Basic plastic materials (polymers, synthetic fibres and cellulose-based fibres)

(ix) Synthetic rubbers

(x) Dyes and pigments

(xi) Surface-active agents and surfactants
	*
	10 employees




	4.
	D24
	Chemical industry (cont.)

	(b)
	B241
	Chemical installations for the production on an industrial scale of basic inorganic chemicals, such as:

(i) Gases, such as ammonia, chlorine or hydrogen chloride, fluorine or hydrogen fluoride, carbon oxides, sulphur compounds, nitrogen oxides, hydrogen, sulphur dioxide, carbonyl chloride

(ii) Acids, such as chromic acid, hydrofluoric acid, phosphoric acid, nitric acid, hydrochloric acid, sulphuric acid, oleum, sulphurous acids

(iii) Bases, such as ammonium hydroxide, potassium hydroxide, sodium hydroxide

(iv) Salts, such as ammonium chloride, potassium chlorate, potassium carbonate, sodium carbonate, perborate, silver nitrate

(v) Non-metals, metal oxides or other inorganic compounds such as calc ium carbide, silicon, silicon carbide
	*
	

	(c)
	B2412
	Chemical installations for the production on an industrial scale of phosphorous-, nitrogen- or potassium-based fertilizers (simple or compound fertilizers)
	*
	

	(d)
	B2421
	Chemical installations for the production on an industrial scale of basic plant health products and of biocides 
	*
	

	(e)
	B2423
	Installations using a chemical or biological process for the production on an industrial scale of basic pharmaceutical products
	*
	

	(f)
	B2429
	Installations for the production on an industrial scale of explosives and pyrotechnic products
	* 
	

	5. 
	
	Waste and waste-water management

	(a)
	O90
	Installations for the incineration, pyrolysis, recovery, chemical treatment or landfilling of hazardous waste 
	Receiving 10 tons per day
	10 employees

	(b)
	O90
	Installations for the incineration of municipal waste 
	With a capacity of 3 tons per hour 
	

	(c)
	O90
	Installations for the disposal of non-hazardous waste 
	With a capacity of 50 tons per day
	

	(d)
	O90
	Landfills (excluding landfills of inert waste) 
	Receiving 10 tons per day or with a total capacity of 25,000 tons
	

	(e)
	
	Installations for the disposal or recycling of animal carcasses and animal waste
	With a treatment capacity of 10 tons per day
	

	(f)
	O90
	Municipal waste-water treatment plants 
	With a capacity of 100,000 population equivalents
	

	(g)
	O90
	Independently operated industrial waste-water treatment plants which serve one or more activities of this annex 
	With a capacity of 10,000 m3 per day
	

	6. 
	D210
	Paper and wood production and processing

	(a)
	D2101
	Industrial plants for the production of pulp from timber or similar fibrous materials 
	*
	10 employees

	 (b)
	D2102 /D2103
	Industrial plants for the production of paper and board and other primary wood products (such as chipboard, fibreboard and plywood)
	With a production capacity of 20 tons per day
	

	 (c)
	D202
	Industrial plants for the preservation of wood and wood products with chemicals 
	With a production capacity of 50 m3 per day
	

	7.
	A012
	Intensive livestock production and aquaculture

	(a)
	A0122
	Installations for the intensive rearing of poultry or pigs
	(i) With 40,000 places for poultry

(ii) With 2,000 places for production pigs (over 30 kg)

(iii) With 750 places for sows


	10 employees

	(b)
	B0502
	Intensive aquaculture 
	1,000 tons of fish and shellfish per year
	

	8.
	D15
	Animal and vegetable products from the food and beverage sector

	(a)
	D151
	Slaughterhouses 
	With a carcass production capacity of 50 tons per day
	10 employees

	(b)
	D151
	Treatment and processing intended for the production of food and beverage products from: 

Animal raw materials (other than milk)

Vegetable raw materials
	With a finished product production capacity of 75 tons per day

With a finished product production capacity of 300 tons per day (average value

on a quarterly basis)


	

	(c) 
	D152
	Treatment and processing of milk 
	With a capacity to receive 200 tons of milk per day (average value on an annual basis)
	

	9. 
	
	Other activities

	(a) 
	D171
	Plants for the pretreatment (operations such as washing, bleaching, mercerization) or dyeing of fibres or textiles 
	With a treatment capacity of 10 tons per day
	10 employees

	(b)
	D19
	Plants for the tanning of hides and skins 
	With a treatment capacity of 12 tons of finished product per day
	

	(c)
	various ISIC codes
	Installations for the surface treatment of substances, objects or products using organic solvents, in particular for dressing, printing, coating, degreasing, waterproofing, sizing, painting, cleaning or impregnating 
	With a consumption capacity of 150 kg per hour or 200 tons per year
	

	(d)
	D242
	Installations for the production of carbon (hard-burnt coal) or electrographite by means of incineration or graphitization
	*
	

	(e)
	D3511
	Installations for the building of, and painting or removal of paint from ships 
	With a capacity for ships 100 m long
	


 Table 1:  Source categories of activities in economic sectors of annex I to the PRTR Protocol. Where possible the ISIC code is referenced.

Explanatory notes:

Column 1 contains the capacity thresholds referred to article 7, paragraph 1 (a). 

An asterisk (*) indicates that no capacity threshold is applicable (all facilities are subject to reporting). 

Column 2 contains the employee threshold referred to in article 7, paragraph 1 (b).

“10 employees” means the equivalent of 10 full-time employees.

(b) Selecting facilities using capacity thresholds

18. Parties that have opted for a “capacity approach” to selecting facilities should use column 1 of annex I, which sets out the thresholds for the production capacity for the activities required to report to the PRTR. The PRTR Protocol does not cover facilities with a production capacity below these thresholds.

19. For some activities column 1 lists an asterisk “*”. No threshold is given for these categories because all facilities belonging to these categories are required to report.

20. The European Community uses mainly production capacity as threshold.

1. Dairy plant 

A dairy plant with 40 employees has an average annual capacity to process 500 tons of milk per day into different products, such as cottage cheese and various desserts. According to annex I (main activity 8.c treatment and processing of milk), the facility is required to report to the PRTR because the capacity threshold of 200 tons is exceeded.

2. Brewery 

A brewery with a production capacity of 3.2 million hectolitres per year has 600 employees. According to annex I (main activity 8.b treatment and processing intended for the production of food and beverage products from vegetable raw materials), it is required to report to the PRTR,  because its yearly capacity of 3.2 million hectolitres equals a daily production capacity of 870 tons, which exceeds the 300-ton threshold.
Box 4:  Examples of production capacity as threshold

(a) Selecting facilities using employee thresholds

21. Parties that have opted for an “employee approach” to selecting facilities should use column 2 of annex I, which sets the thresholds for the number of employees for the activities required to report to the PRTR.

22. The employee threshold refers to the equivalent of a full-time employee and can be defined as 2,000 hours per year. The employee threshold for all annex I activities is set at 10 employees. In other words, if the total number of hours worked by all employees (including contractors) is 20,000 hours or more, the facility meets the employee threshold. All contractor and employee hours, with the exception of minor on-site intermittent service vendors such as vending-machine servicers, must be considered. Also the hours worked by employees directly in support of the activities of a facility must be counted towards the 20,000-hour threshold, regardless of the location of the employees (i.e., at the facility or off-site) [Toxics Release Inventory (TRI)].

23. Canada and the United States currently use an employee threshold in their PRTRs with a few exceptions, for instance waste incineration. 
1. Dairy plant 

A dairy plant with 40 employees has an average annual capacity to process 500 tons of milk per day into different products, such as cottage cheese and various desserts. According to annex I (main activity 8.c treatment and processing of milk), the facility is required to report to the PRTR because the employee threshold of 10 employees is exceeded.

2. Brewery 

A brewery with a production capacity of 3.2 million hectolitres per year has 600 employees. According to annex I (main activity 8.b treatment and processing intended for the production of food and beverage products from vegetable raw materials), it is required to report to the PRTR because the employee threshold of 10 employees is exceeded.
Box 5:  Examples of employee capacity as threshold

3. Selection of pollutants to report for facilities

24. Releases of any pollutant specified in annex II in quantities exceeding the applicable thresholds must be reported per facility. The general guidelines in the PRTR Protocol for reporting emission data are set out in article 7, paragraph 1.

(a) Applying thresholds for reporting (how to use annex II)

25. The thresholds values in annex II for triggering a report are essential parameters. The purpose of applying them is to avoid the need for facilities to report insignificant emissions while, at the same time, ensuring that the reporting will cover most of the industrial emissions. The thresholds are meant for reporting purposes only: a facility must report all emissions of each pollutant exceeding the threshold.

26. “Releases” means any introduction of pollutants into the environment as a result of any human activity, whether deliberate or accidental, routine or non-routine, including spilling, emitting, discharging, injecting, disposing or dumping, or through sewer systems without final waste-water treatment.

27. “Off-site transfers” means the movement beyond the boundaries of the facility of either pollutants or waste destined for disposal or recovery and of pollutants in waste water destined for waste-water treatment. Waste water means used water containing substances or objects that is subject to regulation by national law.

28. The use of thresholds will depend on whether a Party has opted for a “capacity approach” or an “employee approach” for selecting facilities. 

(i) Capacity approach and thresholds for releases and off-site transfers

29. Parties using a capacity approach must use the thresholds for reporting releases and off-site transfers referred to in article 7, paragraph 1 (a), and set in columns 1 and 2 of annex II.

30. Parties must require the owners or operators of facilities to report the pollutants from 

annex II for routine activities (and also from extraordinary events) on:

(a) Releases to air (thresholds in column 1a of annex II)

(b) Releases to water (thresholds in column 1b of annex II)

(c) Releases to land, including by underground injection (thresholds in column 1c of annex II)

(d) Off-site transfers of pollutants (thresholds in column 2 of annex II)

(ii) Employee approach and threshold for manufacture, process or use

31. Parties using an employee approach should base the reporting of a facility to the PRTR on the amount of manufacture, process or use in the calendar year. If the facility manufactures,

processes or uses a substance on the annex II list of pollutants and exceeds that threshold, all releases and transfers must be reported.

32. The actual annual amount of a pollutant released by manufacturing, processing or use is to be calculated by:

	Amount of substance in inventory at the beginning of the year
	+
	amount of substance brought on the site during the year


	+
	amount of substance produced on the site during the year


	–


	amount of substance in inventory at the end of the year


Releases by manufacturing, processing or use can also be calculated from other process information:

	Amount of substance shipped as or in product during the year


	+
	amount of substance consumed on the site during the year 


	+
	amount of substance newly generated as waste during the year 




A Party can make exemptions on the use of the thresholds. The TRI, for example, makes an exemption known as the de minimis exemption.  It allows facilities to disregard certain minimal concentrations of toxic chemicals in mixtures or other trade-name products that they process or otherwise use from calculations to determine whether reporting thresholds have been exceeded, as well as from release and other waste management calculations.

(iii) How to use annex II

33. The application of thresholds can be further illustrated by explaining annex II (see  excerpt below).

The abbreviation “No.” is the numerical identifier of the pollutant in the PRTR Protocol. 

The “CAS number” is the precise identifier of the pollutants in the Chemical Abstracts Service. 

“Pollutant” is the common name of the pollutant used in the PRTR Protocol

The “Threshold for releases (column 1)” and “Threshold for off-site transfers of pollutants (column 2)” are the thresholds to be used for Parties opting for a capacity approach.

The “Manufacture, process or use threshold (column 3)” is the threshold to be used by Parties that have opted for an employee approach.

A hyphen (-) indicates that the parameter in question does not trigger a reporting requirement. 

An asterisk (*) indicates that, for this pollutant, the release threshold is to be used rather than a manufacture, process or use threshold. 

A double asterisk (**) indicates that, for this pollutant, the release threshold in column (1)(b) is to be used rather than a manufacture, process or use threshold. 

For PCDD + PCDF (dioxins +  furans), the unit Teq in ng / dscm at 7% O2 is used. Teq stands for “Toxicity Equivalents,  the emission of 17 isomers of  PCDD and PCDF related to the most toxic isomer 2,3,7,8-TCDD”.  
 Box 3:  Explaining annex II 

	No.
	CAS number 
	Pollutant
	Threshold for releases (column 1)
	Threshold for off-site transfers of pollutants (column 2)
	Manufacture, process or use threshold (column 3)

	
	
	
	to air (column 1a)
	to water (column 1b)
	to land (column 1c)
	
	

	5
	10024-97-2
	Nitrous oxide (N2O)
	10 000 
	-
	-
	-
	 * 

	6
	7664-41-7
	Ammonia (NH3)
	10 000 
	-
	-
	-
	10 000 

	7
	
	Non-methane volatile organic compounds (NMVOC)
	100 000 
	-
	-
	-
	 * 

	12
	
	Total nitrogen
	-
	50 000 
	50 000 
	10 000 
	10 000 

	47
	
	PCDD + PCDF (dioxins +  furans) (as Teq)
	0.001
	0.001
	0.001
	0.001
	0.001

	75
	
	Triphenyltin and compounds
	-
	1 
	1 
	5 
	10 000 

	76
	
	Total organic carbon (TOC) (as total C or COD/3)
	-
	50 000 
	-
	
	 ** 


 Table 3:  Excerpt from annex II
(b) Releases to air

34. Releases of facilities to the air should be reported per facility as emission data to air. Table 1 of chapter VI  reproduces the list of pollutants for emissions to air from annex II of the PRTR Protocol and provides examples from a public power plant.

(c) Releases to water

35. Two types of releases to water must be reported for a facility, namely: 

(a) Direct releases to surface water and indirect releases to sewers without a final waste-water treatment plant: they must be indicated as releases to water
; 

(b) Indirect releases to an off-site waste-water treatment plant: they must be indicated as off-site transfers.

36. If there is a background concentration of a certain pollutant in water, this can be taken into account. For example, if water is collected for use as process or cooling water which is then released again, the “release” caused by the background concentration of that pollutant can be subtracted from the total release.

37. Table 3 of chapter VI reproduces the list of pollutants for direct releases to water from annex II to the PRTR Protocol.












Industrial site with two companies owning facility A resp. B





Facility B (downstream processing and storage installations)





Facility A


(refining installations)





Example: industrial refining site and reporting units





An industrial site for oil refining is operated by two companies, A and B. Company A owns a facility with several refining installations such as a catalytic cracker for the actual refining of crude oil. Company B takes care of the further downstream processing. The installations of both facilities are interconnected and dependent on each other for throughput and storage (see figure II).





According the PRTR Protocol, both companies (different owners) are considered as separate facilities and each facility is required to determine whether it is required to report according to annex I: company A as a facility according to activity 1a (mineral oil and gas refineries) and company B as chemical industry.





Article 7, paragraph 1


Each Party shall either:


Require the owner or the operator of each individual facility within its jurisdiction that undertakes one or more of the activities specified in annex I above the applicable capacity threshold specified in annex I, column 1, and:


 Releases any pollutant specified in annex II in quantities exceeding the applicable thresholds specified in annex II, column 1;


 Transfers off-site any pollutant specified in annex II in quantities exceeding the applicable threshold specified in annex II, column 2, where the Party has opted for pollutant-specific reporting of transfers pursuant to paragraph 5 (d);


(iii)	Transfers off-site hazardous waste exceeding 2 tons per year or other waste exceeding 2,000 tons per year, where the Party has opted for waste-specific reporting of transfers pursuant to paragraph 5 (d); or 


(iv)	Transfers off-site any pollutant specified in annex II in waste water destined for waste-water treatment in quantities exceeding the applicable threshold specified in annex II, column 1b; 


to undertake the obligation imposed on that owner or operator pursuant to paragraph 2; or 


Require the owner or the operator of each individual facility within its jurisdiction that undertakes one or more of the activities specified in annex I at or above the employee threshold specified in annex I, column 2, and manufactures, processes or uses any pollutant specified in annex II in quantities exceeding the applicable threshold specified in annex II, column 3, to undertake the obligation imposed on that owner or operation pursuant to paragraph 2.





*





Releases to land, water and off-site transfers of waste





Releases to air





Individual facilities








Diffuse sources





Article 5, design and structure


Each Party shall ensure that the data held on the register referred to in article 4 are presented in both aggregated and non-aggregated forms, so that releases and transfers can be searched and identified according to:


Facility and its geographical location;


Activity;


Owner or operator, and, as appropriate, company;


Pollutant or waste, as appropriate;


Each of the environmental media into which the pollutant is released; and


As specified in article 7, paragraph 5, the destination of the transfer and, where appropriate, the disposal or recovery operation for waste.


Each Party shall also ensure that the data can be searched and identified according to those diffuse sources which have been included in the register.


Each Party shall design its register taking into account the possibility of its future expansion and ensuring that the reporting data from at least the ten previous reporting years are publicly accessible.


The register shall be designed for maximum ease of public access through electronic means, such as the Internet. The design shall allow that, under normal operating conditions, the information on the register is continuously and immediately available through electronic means.


Each Party should provide links in its register to its relevant existing, publicly accessible databases on subject matters related to environmental protection.


Each Party shall provide links in its register to the pollutant release and transfer registers of other Parties to the Protocol and, where feasible, to those of other countries.








*/ This document was submitted late due to the need to hold in-depth consultations over the text with a number of leading experts on the topic of pollution registers.
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� Art 2 defines releases also for sewer systems without a final waste water treatment. It seems however impractical for a facility not knowing what happens with the waste water and could be mixed up with off-site transfers
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