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81st ITC Plenary: A turning point - I
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400 participants 
from 75 countries

Ministers from 
Africa, Asia, 
Europe and the 
Middle East

Ministerial Resolution on 
transport automation 
and digitalization
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81st ITC Plenary: A turning point - II 
Adoption of ITC strategy and ITC ToRs
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59 conventions, 1754 Contracting Parties

Goal: a universally harmonized inland transport system
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• Annually, 89% of all new cars, trucks and buses and 53% of all new 
motorcycles globally, comply with UN Regulations or UN GTRs

• On the basis of the CMR convention, 150 to 200 million consignment 
notes are issued annually in Europe alone for international trips

• Green Cards are used by over 450 million vehicles in Europe, Central 
Asia, North Africa and the Middle East

• 129 countries have issued millions of International Driving Permits

• about 12 million passenger and cargo transporting vehicles use 
tachographs in the UNECE region except North America

• 33,845 transport companies are authorized to use TIR globally

• More than 82 billion tonne-kilometres of dangerous goods were carried 
in 2017 subject to ADR provisions in EU member states alone

Worldwide impacts
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ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport 
Regulatory centre: Achievements and Priorities - I

For detailed regulatory achievements - please see full report !



ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport 
Regulatory centre: Achievements and Priorities - II
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Top regulatory priorities: 

• Automated driving issues and possible amendments of key conventions

• Full implementation of the e-TIR system and the rapid entry into force of 
Annex 11 to TIR Convention

• Operationalizing eCMR

• Implementing Rev.3 of 1958 Agreement: 

• International Whole Vehicle Type Approval (IWVTA) & Database for the Exchange of Type 
Approvals (DETA) 

• Progress with Unified Railway Law



ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport
360 degree approach to  Road Safety 

• Establishment and operationalization of 
the United Nations Road Safety Trust Fund

• Adoption of General Assembly Resolution 
72/271 on Road Safety

• Road Safety Performance Reviews

• Amendments to the UN road safety 
conventions and new vehicle regulations

• Adoption of WP.1 Resolution on the 
deployment of highly and fully automated 
vehicles in road traffic2018 Results 
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ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport 
Regulatory centre: Vehicle Regulations

Implementing Rev.3 of 1958 Agreement:

• International Whole Vehicle Type Approval (IWVTA) & 

• Database for the Exchange of Type Approvals (DETA) 
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ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport 
Regulatory centre: Border-Crossing Facilitation & TIR

• Global expansion of the TIR Convention continued unabated in 2018: accessions of Argentina, 
Qatar and Saudi-Arabia to the TIR;

• A new module of the International TIR Data Bank (ITDB) with a repository of customs offices 
launched in May 2018 

• The customs administrations of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan and Ukraine confirmed their 
willingness to take part in an eTIR intermodal project between their countries ;

• ITC adopted at its 81 session the text of a new Convention on passenger transport by rail, the 
59th Convention under the purview of the ITC.

e
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ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport 
Regulatory centre: Transport of dangerous goods
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ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport 
Regulatory centre: Transport of perishable foodstuffs

• Activities related to the ATP agreement and the work of WP.11: 
• Organisation of a round table during the 2018 session of WP.11 (8 

October 2018) to discuss ways to improving the work of WP.11

• Resulted in sharp increase of amendments to ATP to be notified to 
Contracting Parties for final acceptance

• Among them, a key milestone: provisions adopted for replacement of 
fluorinated gases (F-gases) for other refrigerants with lower Global 
Warming Potential (GWP)2018 Results 
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ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport 
Regulatory centre: Rail transport

• The Group of Experts on Unified Railway Law during 2018
continued to (i) discuss rail issues which would be best
addressed through unified railway law, (ii) test the
provisions developed under the unified railway law, as well
as (ii) work on converting the agreed provisions into a
legally-binding instrument.

• The Working Party on Rail Transport organised a Workshop
on Rail Security in collaboration with ITF and UIC with
participants from around the world and a Workshop on
Innovation in the railways attended by more than 70
participants
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ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport 
Regulatory centre: Road transport

Great success in promoting digitization of consignment notes 
a. Many recent accessions to eCMR

b. SC.1 the main platform for multilateral dialogue and exchange of best/emerging 
practices by contracting parties implementing e-CMR

c. Special SC.1 session in April 2018 to operationalize e-CMR

Digital tachograph: work ongoing to amend the AETR Agreement
• EU Regulations 165/2014, 2016/799 and 2018/502: «smart tachograph»

• Proposals for changes to AETR Agreement (Arts. 14, 22, 22bis, Appendix 1C, Appendix 4) 
to incorporate EU legislation

• Challenge: Compulsory smart tachograph in EU from 15 June 2019

• Next AETR Group of Experts meeting on 17 June 2019

• Interest of Governments of Lebanon and Egypt to accede
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ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport 
Regulatory centre: Inland Water Transport
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ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport 
Regulatory centre: Intermodal transport

a. Workshop on “Operational challenges of regional
intermodal transport and innovative solutions”;

b. Publication on “ Railways role in Intermodality and the
digitalization of transport documents”;

c. Preparation of a study on “Intermodal transport
terminals “;

d. Preparation of a handbook on “National Master Plans on
freight transport and logistics”;

e. Enhancement to the use of CTU Code. Group for Experts
ToRs provisionally approved by ITC – subject to approval
by IMO and ILO

f. Decision to organize during 2019 a workshop on
“Intermodal transport and logistics’ role in making cities
and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and
sustainable”;

g. Work towards intermodal issues along Euro-Asian
Transport Links
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ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport 
Transport Statistics

• Workshop on inland waterway statistics

• UNECE official statistics being used to measure SDG 9.1.2 in 2019

• Series of Papers on how UNECE existing data collection can 
measure the SDGs:

▪ Paper 1: Road safety statistics and the SDGs

▪ Paper 2: Bus statistics and the SDGs

▪ Paper 3: tonne-km statistics and the SDGs

• 5th Edition of Glossary for Transport Statistics Finalised

• 2020 E-Road and E-Rail Censuses: Resolutions approved by ITC

2018 Results 
Performance 

indicators

2018 Results 
analytical work

2018 Policy 
dialogue

Decisions
Commission 

/EXCOM

ITC 81st 
Plenary 
Session 

2018 Results 
per area of 

work



ITC – the UN Platform for Inland Transport 
Policy dialogue: Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS)
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Policy tools, analytical work,  technical 
assistance and outreach
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Performance indicators

No week without a transport meeting Stretched or efficient?
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EXCOM Decisions

• EXCOM is requested to:

Renew the mandates of the mandates of: 

• the Group of Experts on Benchmarking Transport Infrastructure Construction Costs, 

• the Group of Experts on Road Signs and Signals and 

• the Group of Experts on the European Agreement concerning the Work of Crews of 
Vehicles Engaged in International Road Transport (AETR)
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